Yakima Regional Clean Air Authority
6 So. 2nd. St., Suite 1016, Yakima, WA 98901


Summary of the Important Points from the Aug. 1, 2007 

State Wood Stove Group Meeting
for Presentation to the Aug. 23, 2007 Meeting

1. Any proposed curtailment / burn ban threshold legislation needs to permit flexibility for local interpretation and decision making.  A two stage burn ban is acceptable with the following conditions:

a. Stage 2 threshold is 25 µg/m3 or less, and;

b. There is at least an 8 µg/m3 separation between the 1st and 2nd stage thresholds

2,
Preventing a possible future nonattainment designation or obtaining attainment status after a future nonattainment designation will be very expensive.  Since it is agreed that the primary source category for the winter NAAQS violations is wood stoves, a very preliminary estimate is 1,000 to 2,000 uncertified wood stoves, inserts, or fireplaces need to be removed or disabled from the Greater Yakima area.  A very preliminary cost range for this program, program administration, and the needed public education is between $3,500,000 and $7,000,000.

3. Legislation is needed to require the registration of persons who claim wood stove sole source of heat status and to require the removal and destruction of uncertified wood stoves at the time a house or business is sold.  The applicability of this legislation can be limited to counties or areas that have created or threaten a violation of an air quality standard.

4. The state needs to work aggressively with EPA to insure equivalent burn ban rules, outdoor and agricultural burn permitting, and silvicultural burn permitting programs on Indian reservations because there are many communities in close proximity to reservations that can be impacted by smoke originating on a reservation.

5. The wood stove education fee that is paid to Ecology at the time of the sale of a new wood stove needs to be revised to reflect current costs and inflation.

6. Ecology should re-establishment a PM2.5 compliance grant program similar to the PM10 compliance grant program in the early 1990’s.  This would enable local air authorities with threatened exceedances of the PM2.5 NAAQS to do the higher level of public education, compliance, and enforcement work that is needed to prevent the exceedances or gain attainment status. 
7. The principle statistic to use in the allocation of funds for PM2.5 programs should be the latest local design value because it estimates the PM2.5 concentrations at the time of a critical occurrence, and it is directly related to the amount of effort that will be required to prevent an exceedance or gain attainment status.  Other statistics such as population, land area, or number of wood stoves could be used as secondary statistics in funding distributions.  
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