From: Ric Abbett [abbett@scattercreek.com]
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2009 7:16 PM
To: ECY RE AQComments
Subject:TransAltaletterOlympiaTU[1]

Categories: TransAlta

Public Comments on the Washington State Department of Ecology’s
Draft Settlement Agreement with TransAlta

November 9, 2009

Sarah Rees

Washington State Department of Ecology
Air Quality Program

P.O. Box 47600

Lacey, WA 98504-7600

Sent by email to AQcomments@ecy.wa.gov
Dear Ms. Rees:

The South Cascades Chapter of Trout Unlimited submits these public
comments on the proposed Settlement Agreement (and Consent Decree)
between the Department of Ecology and TransAlta regarding TransAlta’s
Centralia Coal Plant. .

From health care professionals to fish and wildlife advocates, people across
Washington State have grave concerns regarding the pollution from the aging
and problematic Centralia Coal Plant. TransAlta’s Centralia Coal Plant is the
leading source of global warming-causing pollution, mercury and haze in
Washington State.

The pollution from this plant negatively impacts air and water quality, threatens
the health of Washington’s citizens, fish and wildlife, contributes to climate
change and degrades national treasures such as Mount Rainier and Olympic
National Parks.

In addition to air and water pollution, there are other problems associated with
the plant’s upstream mining, release of other hazardous air pollutants, and
uncertain management of coal combustion and sulfur waste.

The vast array and the many significant negative impacts of air and water
pollution directly associated with TransAlta’s Centralia Coal Plant demand

greater public scrutiny.

The Olympia Chapter of Trout Unlimited has two specific concerns with this



draft Settlement Agreement:

1. This agreement is insufficient in controlling nitrogen oxide, the main

cause of haze in our national parks and wilderness areas. According to the
National Parks Service testimony during the October 13, 2009 Department of
Ecology public hearing, “the proposed consent decree does not require the best
technology available to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides, a key component
of visibility impairment at the parks. Our review of the technical support
documents provided by Washington State concludes that applying the best
technology to reduce nitrogen oxides (i.e., selective catalytic reduction
technology) is both technically feasible and the most cost-effective option when
considering the visibility improvement that would occur at Mount Rainier,
Olympic, and North Cascades National Parks, and nine other Class | wilderness
areas administered by the U.S. Forest Service.”

Emissions of nitrogen oxide (NOx) are components of ground level ozone and
smog and contribute to acid rain. When NOx is combined with particulates, it
reduces visibility, irritates eyes, leads to respiratory problems, other illnesses
and even death. The impacts on healthcare costs due to NOx are staggering.

In addition, NOx depletes oxygen in water thus harming and killing resident and
anadromous fish.

2. The reductions required for toxic mercury emissions are insufficient

and should be improved to 90 percent. A voluntary 50 percent reduction of
toxic mercury emissions is unacceptable. Many states mandate 90 percent
reduction of toxic mercury emissions. The recent report — Mercury Control
Technologies at Coal-Fired Power Plants Have Achieved Substantial Emissions
Reductions (October 2009) — by the General Accountability Office demonstrates
that 90 percent reductions in mercury emissions is achievable and cost-
effective for plants like TransAlta’s Centralia Coal Plant.

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin affecting the central nervous systems of
humans, fish and wildlife. Exposure to mercury can damage the brain, spinal
cord, kidneys and liver. Women of childbearing age are regarded as the human
population of greatest concern.

Children who are exposed to mercury before birth may be at increased risk of
poor performance on neurobehavioral tasks, such as those measuring
attention, fine motor function, language skills, visual-spatial abilities and verbal
memory.

Mercury is known to accumulate in fish and wildlife and throughout their
respective food chains (Orca whales, American bald eagles, other wildlife and
humans).



In summary:

* The Washington Department of Ecology is mandated to protect
Washington’s citizens, fish and wildlife from pollution such as the toxic
emissions from TransAlta’s Centralia Coal Plant.

* TransAlta’s Centralia Coal Plant is the dirtiest energy provider in
Washington State and is the leading contributor to Washington State’s air
and water pollution.

* Washington State can and must protect our citizens, fish and wildlife via an
effective Settlement Agreement with TransAlta.

* The Olympia Chapter of Trout Unlimited respectfully urges Washington
State to carefully consider our above concerns regarding the documented
negative impacts to Washington’s citizens, fish and wildlife directly due to
Centralia Coal Plant toxic emissions.

Sincerely,

Ric E. Abbett
President, CEO
South Cascades Chapter of Trout Unlimited



