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Quality Monitoring Report, 2009) do not corroborate the
increase in nitrate conclusively, more attention has to be
dedicated to the cause of Puget Sound's continued water
qguality degradation.
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not available. Similar to nitrate the oxygen saturation deficit has increased over the last 10 years indicated by
the green to red shift towards the right. Thus there is less oxygen available to support Puget Sound’s

ecosystem.

F'g- Sb Increase in dissolved oxygen saturation deficit in
P. Sound (depth interval 0-50 m; dot = yearly median, bar =
inter-quartile range). The graph summarizes 192,000 data
points from 16 stations.

Source: OFM/Forecasting/ October 2007
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3. Nitrate concentration and the dissolved oxygen saturation deficit strongly co-
vary (Fig. 6), despite significant inter-annual variability. This supports the idea
that inshore anthropogenic additions of nitrate are significant.

Flg. 7 Increased nitrogen export through the St. of Juan
de Fuca for salinity normalized (30 PSU) nitrate data (dot =
yearly median, bar = inter-quartile range).

Flg. 2 Population growth is expected to increase and will

continue to affect nitrogen discharge into Puget Sound
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