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Office of Waste Reduction - 1988

• Encourage the voluntary reduction of 
hazardous waste

• Provide technical assistance (on-site 
visits, workshops, research etc.)

• No enforcement authority 
• Allowed for confidentiality of proprietary 

information



Pollution Prevention Planning law - 1990

• Amendment to Office of Waste Reduction 
law

• Added Pollution Prevention Planning 
requirement

• Included 50% hazardous waste reduction 
policy goal

• Fee structure developed



Pollution Prevention Planning 
• >2640 pounds of hazardous waste/year and/or 

TRI reporters required to plan
• ~ 600 current planning facilities 
• Submittal of plan is mandatory, implementation 

is voluntary
• Annual Progress Reports and Five-Year Plan 

updates required



The legislature recognizes that many individual 
businesses have already reduced the generation 
of hazardous waste through appropriate 
hazardous waste reduction techniques. The 
legislature also recognizes that there are some 
basic industrial processes which by their nature 
have limited potential for significantly reducing 
the use of certain raw materials or substantially 
reducing the generation of hazardous wastes. 
Therefore, the goal of reducing hazardous waste 
generation by fifty percent cannot be applied as a 
regulatory requirement. 
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Meeting the 50% hazardous waste reduction goal

GOAL



California



Oregon



How did Washington do it?
Businesses and 
Associations

• Cut waste to save 
money

• Protect worker health

• Enhance image

National Defense
• Executive Orders

• Environmental 
Management 
Systems

Ecology
• Non-Enforcement 
Technical Assistance

• Outreach to industrial 
sectors

• Innovative Programs

Interest Groups
• Research

• Publicity

• Lobbying



There are risks from 
mismanaged 
hazardous waste…

but there are also 
risks from the 
manufacture and use 
of toxic chemicals.



Hazardous Waste 
Hierarchy

Treatment/
Disposal

Recycle

Reuse

Source 
Reduction

• Established in RCW 70.95C 



Toxics Backdrop- Headlines



States and localities toxics reduction efforts

• ME, MI, CA, WA, MA, NY, OR as well as local – 
San Francisco, Seattle, etc.

• 40 states have enacted some form of 
pollution prevention/toxics use legislation 

• Multiple Chemicals
– PBT strategies (including state and 

localities, WA, OR), ME Executive Order
– Proposed—MA Safe Alternatives Bill, 

NY executive order on PBTs



• Single Chemical Restrictions
– PBDEs—13 enacted, 12 proposed
– Lead (in products)—4 enacted, 10 

proposed
– Phthalates/BPA ("toxic toys")— 3 

enacted (WA, ME, San Francisco), 
8 proposed (IL, CA, NY, MA, OR, 
MD, MN, MI) 

– Mercury (in products)—many

States and localities toxics reduction efforts
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