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Environmental Covenant Removal from City of Auburn Property 
The purpose of this public notice is to invite the public to comment on the removal of an environmental covenant (Covenant) from property being acquired by the City of Auburn (Auburn Property). This property was originally part of a larger plot of land owned by the Safeway Distribution Center (Safeway).  

The Auburn Property is currently subject to a Covenant originally applied by the Boeing Company to the Safeway Property prior to selling it to Safeway. Now, Safeway is in the process of transferring the triangular-shaped piece of property to the City of Auburn.  The City of Auburn has requested this action to free the Auburn Property from the Covenant’s restrictions. 

Before the Covenant is terminated on the Auburn Property, the City of Auburn (City) plans to incorporate the property into a larger piece of land through a boundary line adjustment.  The City already owns this larger piece of land, King County Parcel #2521049114.

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) reviewed the Covenant and agrees that it is no longer necessary on the Auburn Property.  Ecology intends to approve removal of the Covenant from the Auburn Property; however the existing Covenant will continue to apply to the Safeway Property. 

The Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) requires Ecology to give public notice prior to implementation of this action [WAC 173-340-440].  
The public may comment on the removal of the Covenant  from the Auburn Property between May 12, 2010 and June 10, 2010.  Written comments must be postmarked no later than June 10th.  Ecology will consider and respond to all written comments, before making a final  decision on this action.
Site Location and Background
The Auburn Property was part of the Safeway Property located at 3520 Pacific Avenue South in the City of Auburn, King County parcel #2521049096 (see attached Exhibit A). You may also view these parcel locations by using the King County Parcel Viewer at: www.kingcounty.gov/operations/GIS.aspx. 

The Auburn Property and the Safeway Property were formerly a contiguous part of the Boeing Auburn Plant. The Boeing Auburn Plant is part of a cleanup site known as the Boeing Commercial Airplanes, Fabrication Division, Auburn Plant Site (Site).  The Covenant describes actions that the property owners must take to, among other requirements, monitor groundwater sentry wells at the western boundary of the Safeway Property.  The results of the sampling and analysis must be reported to the City of Pacific and Ecology.

Ecology believes the current Covenant need not apply to the Auburn Property because the sentry wells are not on or immediately adjacent to the Auburn Property.  However, the MTCA remedial investigation at the Site is ongoing, and the full nature and extent of contamination associated with the Site is unknown.  Thus, the final cleanup action plan, including necessary institutional controls, has not been determined.  Potential constituents of concern at the Site include, but may not be limited to petroleum hydrocarbons, metals, and chlorinated solvents.  
Ecology’s Procedures for Reaching a Final decision

After the public comment period, Ecology will review all comments received and consider recommendations for the applicability of the Covenant to the Auburn Property.  If no objections warranting changes to Ecology’s approval are received, the Covenant will no longer apply to the Auburn Property. This removal will not change the applicability of the Covenant to the remaining Safeway Property (parcel #2521049096).
Glossary

Cleanup level:  The concentration of a hazardous substance in soil, water, air, or sediment that is determined to be protective of human health and the environment under specified exposure conditions. 

Encumbrance:  A legal term that refers to a limit or restriction placed on the title to a property, such as a lien or an easement.  In this case there are currently activity and use restrictions in place on the Safeway and Auburn Properties through application of an environmental covenant to the title of the property.

Environmental Covenant:  A legal stipulation placed on the title to a property that specifies measures to be taken to ensure protection of human health and the environment. 

Sentry Well: A groundwater monitoring well located within the groundwater flowing toward another well, thereby providing the ability to monitor groundwater quality before it reaches the other well.

Petroleum Hydrocarbon:  Any form of crude oil such as crankcase motor oil, gasoline, aviation fuel, kerosene, diesel motor fuel, fuel oil and other products derived from the refining of crude oil.

Chlorinated Solvent:  A compound used as a solvent and distinguished from other solvents by the presence of chlorine in the atomic structure at a molecular level.  Examples are: carbon tetrachloride, trichloroethene, and methylene chloride.


Public Comment Period


May 12, 2010 -


June 10, 2010





The environmental covenant, release from environmental covenant, and public notice fact sheet are available for review at: 


City of Auburn Public Library


1102 Auburn Way South


Auburn, WA 98002


Phone: 253-931-3018


Monday - Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 





Or at:


Department of Ecology


Northwest Regional Office


3190 160th Ave. SE


Bellevue, WA 98008-5452


Phone: 425-649-7190


Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by appointment





The documents are also available at Ecology’s Web site �HYPERLINK "http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/foia/index.html"�www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/foia/index.html�





Send your comments to:


Robin Harrover


Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program


Department of Ecology


3190 160th Ave SE


Bellevue, WA 98008-5452


Email Address: rhar461@ecy.wa.gov








Comments must be postmarked or received by close of business 


June 10, 2010.








To ask about available formats for the visually impaired please call the Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program at 360-407-6700.  Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341.
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