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Introduction

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has developed this public participation plan in cooperation with Emerald Services Inc. (Emerald) for the hazardous waste treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) facility located at 1825 Alexander Avenue in Tacoma, Washington.  
The purpose of this public participation plan is to promote meaningful community involvement during corrective action, or cleanup, at the Emerald facility in Tacoma, Washington. 

This public participation plan describes the activities that Ecology will do to inform the public about cleanup activities and identifies opportunities for the community to become involved as the cleanup is implemented.  

The main objectives of this plan are to: 
· Notify the public of opportunities to comment on and be involved in key decisions. 
· Provide information and promote public understanding of the cleanup process.
· Open and maintain communication between the public, Ecology, other agencies and Emerald.
· Ensure the public's questions are answered and concerns are addressed.

Facility Background

Cleanup activities at the Emerald facility fall under Washington’s Hazardous Waste Management Act (HWMA), the Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA), and accompanying regulations.
  
The previous Permittee at this Facility, Sol-Pro, Inc., submitted a RCRA facility investigation (“RFI”) work plan, titled RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) Site Characterization Work Plan, Sol-Pro, Inc., Tacoma, Washington, dated May 6, 1993, and amendments to that work plan dated June 3, 1993.  The RFI work plan was submitted as a requirement of federal administrative order issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on November 18, 1991.  EPA rescinded the federal administrative order on December 28, 2000.
Ecology previously determined that the RFI work plan, developed for a federal RCRA facility investigation (“RFI”), fulfilled the requirements for a state remedial investigation (“RI”) work plan.  The previous Permittee completed a draft remedial investigation report, Sol-Pro Remedial Investigation Report – Draft, 3401 Lincoln Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98421, dated April 17, 2000.  Ecology has approved the draft report as meeting the RI requirements of WAC 173-340-350 (Remedial investigation and feasibility study) and the requirements of a RCRA facility investigation (“RFI”). 

When the current Permittee, Emerald Services, Inc., assumed ownership of the Facility on May 1, 2000, they became subject to the requirements of WAC 173-303-646 (Corrective action) to address releases, and potential releases, of dangerous wastes, including dangerous waste constituents, to the soils or groundwater at the Facility.  

Based upon a review of the draft RI report and annual groundwater monitoring submitted by the Permittee, Ecology has determined that it is not necessary to continue with a feasibility study or cleanup action plan for the Emerald facility.  Contamination in groundwater found in monitoring wells at the Emerald facility appears to have migrated from neighboring properties.  The groundwater contamination will be addressed under a separate order administered by the Department’s Toxics Cleanup Program.  Under the renewed permit, Emerald will monitor groundwater at the facility under a work plan approved by Ecology.  Emerald shall notify Ecology and perform corrective action on newly-identified releases.   

Plan Contacts

For public participation questions or comments, please contact Ecology’s public participation coordinator for Emerald facility, Nancy Farman, at (360) 407-0272, nfar461@ecy.wa.gov or nancy.farman@ecy.wa.gov.
For questions about the proposed permit, please contact one of Ecology’s project managers for the Emerald facility:
Kaia Petersen (Corrective Action)
Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction
Southwest Regional Office
PO Box 47775

Olympia, WA 98504-7775

Phone: (360) 407-6359

Email: kpet461@ecy.wa.gov or kaia.petersen@ecy.wa.gov 
Martin Werner (Operating Permit)

Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program

Department of Ecology 

PO Box 47600

Olympia, WA, 98504-7600

Email: mwer461@ecy.wa.gov

Public participation activities are coordinated between Ecology and Emerald.  Ecology maintains overall responsibility and approval authority in accordance with the requirements of the Dangerous Waste Regulations and the MTCA Cleanup Regulation.  Ecology will, with participation from Emerald, conduct public comment periods, including soliciting, receiving, and considering comments.
Grants may be available to neighborhood committees, non-profits, and other groups near the site.  These funds may be used to provide additional public involvement, to receive technical assistance, and/or enhance the public’s understanding of the cleanup process.  For more information, please contact Jason Alberich at (360) 407-606, jalb461@ecy.wa.gov, or jason.alberich@ecy.wa.gov , or visit Ecology’s Waste 2 Resources website: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/grants/ppg.html. 
Public Participation Activities
· Hold public meetings when required by the Dangerous Waste Regulations and the MTCA Cleanup Regulation. 
· Hold the meeting at a location and time convenient to the community.
· Announce public meeting in a notice sent to parties on the facility mailing list and advertisements in The News Tribune.  

· Use comment periods as the primary method to get feedback from the public on proposed cleanup decisions. 
· Provide a 45-day public comment period on the proposed Dangerous Waste Management Permit No. WAD 981769010. 
· If state or federal holidays occur during a comment period, extend the end date of the comment period one day for every day of holiday.
· During the comment period, invite the public to comment in writing, or if a public hearing is held, provide opportunities for oral comment. 
· Place all comments received during the public comment period into Central Files at Ecology’s Southwest Regional Office.  

· After the public comment period, review all comments received.  Ecology may, but is not required to, respond to both written and oral comments in a responsiveness summary.  If a summary is created, make the summary available with other documents at the information repositories listed below. 
· Provide public comment periods on modifications to Permit No. WAD 981769010 according to the requirements of the Dangerous Waste Regulations and the MTCA Cleanup Regulation.  
· Create and maintain a mailing list specific to the Emerald facility for parties interested in receiving updates on cleanup activities.  
· Include neighboring property owners, public agencies, elected officials, tribes, schools, libraries, public utilities, individuals that have requested mailings, and other known interested parties on the list. 
· Maintain and update the list as needed at Ecology’s Southwest Regional Office.  The public will be able to contact Nancy Farman at (360) 407-0272, nfar461@ecy.wa.gov, or nancy.farman@ecy.wa.gov to be added to or removed from the mailing list.  Parties on the mailing list will receive all future mailings regarding corrective action and permitting at the Emerald facility.
· Make copies of the proposed Dangerous Waste Management Permit No. 981769010 available to the public for review and comment.

· Place copied materials for the Emerald facility at public locations convenient for the local community to access and review for the duration of the cleanup process.  Use the following locations as information repositories: 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay

917 Pacific Avenue, Suite 100

Tacoma, Washington 98402

 (253) 383-2429
Department of Ecology
Southwest Regional Office 
300 Desmond Drive
Olympia, Washington 98504-7775
(360) 407-6365
· Post site information and documents on Ecology’s website at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/SiteLists.htm.
· Make copies of documents available for a fee through Debbie Nelson at Ecology's Southwest Regional Office, (360) 407-6365, dene461@ecy.wa.gov, debbie.nelson@ecy.wa.gov.

· Use a variety of methods to inform the community of public meetings, comment periods and related activities.

· Place announcements in Ecology's bimonthly Site Register.  Make copies of the Site Register available to the public through Linda Thompson at (360) 407-6069, ltho461@ecy.wa.gov, or linda.thompson@ecy.wa.gov.  Make copies of the site register available on the Ecology web site at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/pub_inv/pub_inv2.html.
· Place announcements of the public comment period and, if requested, public meeting for the Emerald facility on Ecology’s Public Events Calendar at: http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/pubcalendar/calendar.asp. 
· Direct the public to Ecology’s Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program’s website for all information regarding this project (including all notices, public comment period dates, documents proposed for review, fact sheets, legal ads, and exhibits) at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/foia/index.html.
· Create and distribute fact sheets to persons and organizations interested in the cleanup at the Emerald facility.  Display fact sheets at the information repositories, mail them to the mailing list, and make them available on the Ecology website (see details, above).
· Place a legal ad in The News Tribune announcing any public comment period or meeting for the Emerald facility.  Include information about the proposed action, a request for public comment, and the dates of the public comment period in the ad.
· Update this plan, if needed, as the project proceeds. If substantial changes are necessary, Ecology will submit the revised plan to the public for review and comment. 
� Chapter 70.105 Revised Code of Washington (RCW), Chapter 70.105D RCW, the Dangerous Waste Regulations (Chapter 173-303 Washington Administrative Code, WAC), and the MTCA Cleanup Regulation (Chapter 173-340 WAC).


� The public hours for Citizens for a Healthy Bay are Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or by appointment. Please ask to speak to Leslie Ann Rose.
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