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Dangerous Waste Management Permit Emerald Services, Inc., Tacoma
The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) is announcing a public comment period.  Ecology requests your comments on a tentative decision to re-issue a dangerous waste management permit to Emerald Services, Inc. Tacoma (Emerald).  The permit will allow Emerald to continue managing dangerous waste at their facility.  Waste management will be in areas specifically designed, constructed, and operated for that purpose.  

Ecology also determined that re-issuing the permit does not require an environmental impact statement (EIS) under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  Emerald is not proposing any new construction and they will continue to accept and manage the same types of wastes as they have been for the past ten years.  The draft permit does allow them to increase their capacity for waste storage in containers and tanks.  

Public hearing

Ecology will conduct a public hearing on this tentative decision if any member of the public requests one.  To request a hearing, contact Martin Werner by phone, letter, or e-mail by January 27, 2010.  

To find out if a public hearing will be held, contact Martin Werner after February 2, 2010.

If held, the public hearing will begin at 7 pm on February 11, 2010, at Ecology's Lacey address listed at the top of the sidebar, in Room #1S-16
Process for Final Decision

Ecology will consider and respond to all comments the public submits.  Then Ecology will make a final decision on the permit and SEPA.  Ecology will inform the facility and all the commentors of their final decision. 

Normally, a permit is effective 30 days after Ecology announces their final decision.  However, Ecology may specify an earlier effective date for the final permit if no one comments on the draft permit.  If Ecology makes a new tentative decision on this permit there will be a new comment period.
Appealing the Final Permit Decisions

People can challenge Ecology’s final decision or any individual permit condition by appealing to the Pollution Control Hearings Board.  Appeal procedures are in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-303-845 and Chapter 43.21B Revised Code of Washington (RCW). 

Facility Background

Emerald operates their dangerous waste management facility at 1825 Alexander Avenue, Tacoma.  The facility is located between the Blair and Hylebos Waterways in the Commencement Bay Nearshore Tideflat area.  The area is zoned for heavy industrial activities.  

Ecology first issued a dangerous waste permit for this location and operation on May 23, 1999 to Sol-Pro.  Sol-Pro had been doing solvent recycling and fuel blending of dangerous wastes at the facility since 1987.  In 2000, Emerald purchased the facility and the dangerous waste permit issued to Sol-Pro was transferred to Emerald.

Emerald stores dangerous wastes in containers and tanks.  They recycle waste solvents and antifreeze to make clean and reusable products.  They use distillation equipment to separate contaminants from usable materials.  Emerald also blends contaminated oils, paint-related wastes, ink formulations, and other organic wastes into fuels for energy recovery.  They ship the blended fuels out-of-state to a hazardous waste permitted industrial facility, which destroys the waste and uses the energy produced for industrial processes.  

Emerald also accepts a limited amount of dangerous waste not processed at the Tacoma facility.  They store these wastes in containers and then ship them to another facility for processing or disposal.  Emerald does not incinerate or dispose of any wastes at the Tacoma Facility.

After careful review, Ecology determined the Emerald permit application adequate and prepared the draft permit for public notice and review.  The permit incorporates and makes enforceable most of the permit application.  

For more information
Contact Martin Werner at the mailing address, e-mail address, or phone number listed on the front side panel or visit our website at: :  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/foia/index.html



Public Review





Department of Ecology


Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program


300 Desmond Drive�Lacey, WA   98503


Contact: Martin Werner 


Telephone: (360) 407-6710�


			Or�


Citizens for a Healthy Bay


917 Pacific Avenue, Suite 100


Tacoma, WA  98402


Phone (253) 383-2429








Public Comment Period


On: Draft Permit and SEPA determination


Dates:  December 30, 2009 through February 15, 2010.








Submit comments to:


Martin Werner�Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction Program�Department of Ecology�PO Box 47600�Olympia, WA  98504-7600�E-mail:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:mwer461@ecy.wa.gov"�mwer461@ecy.wa.gov�








Comments must be postmarked or hand delivered by February 15, 2010. 


You may hand deliver comments to the Ecology’s street address in the “Public Review” section.








Do you need help with other languages and formats?


Para asistencia en Espanol:











Special accommodations: To receive any documents in alternate format, please contact Martin Werner at one of the addresses or phone numbers listed earlier. If you request a public hearing and have a special accommodation need, contact Mr. Werner by January 27, 2010.





To ask about available formats for the visually impaired please call the Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program at 360-407-6700. Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341.
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