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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Governor’s Award for Pollution Prevention and Sustainable Practices?

It is an annual award given by the Governor of Washington. It honors organizations and businesses that have shown outstanding leadership in preventing pollution and moving towards sustainability. The Department of Ecology administers the competition for the award.

The Governor presents the award trophies to the winners at a ceremony in the fall. The Department of Ecology publicizes the winners throughout the state and to media outlets selected by the winners.

Who can apply for this award?

Any Washington business, organization, agency or school is eligible. A regional or national enterprise with an office in Washington is eligible, but the application must be limited to the work that affects the Washington environment.

What if I’ve had an environmental violation?

Applicants must be in good standing with environmental regulations. Previous compliance issues will not disqualify an applicant, but issues must have been resolved to the satisfaction of the Department of Ecology. Several years without a violation may balance a pattern of past violations but this is not guaranteed.
Do I have to complete my own application?

No. But if you have someone else complete the application for you, please show their contact information in case the reviewers have any questions for them.

Ecology employees can advise you on how best to present your information, but they may not complete the application for you.

Where can I get help in developing my application?

· Study the guidelines. They provide helpful tips on the best ways to present your accomplishments.

· Talk to the people at Ecology. The toxics reduction technical assistance staff at the Ecology office nearest you can help you with information and ideas. Lead staff members at the local offices are:

· Leatta Dahlhoff – (360) 407-6339; leda461@ecy.wa.gov

For Clallam, Jefferson, Grays Harbor, Mason, Pierce, Thurston, Pacific, Lewis, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Clark counties

· Chad Fisher, Northwest Region – (425) 649-7281; cfis461@ecy.wa.gov

For Whatcom, Skagit, Island, San Juan, Snohomish, Kitsap, King counties

· Holly Cushman, Central Region – (509) 575-2724; hcus461@ecy.wa.gov

For Okanogan, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, Yakima, Benton, Klickitat counties

· John Blunt, Eastern Region – (509) 329-3525; jblu461@ecy.wa.gov

For Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, Grant, Lincoln, Spokane, Adams, Whitman, Franklin, Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield, Asotin counties

· Check the Web and local library. There’s lots of information on sustainability and pollution prevention. Start with Ecology’s Sustainability Web site at: www.ecy.wa.gov/sustainability/index.htm
What if I can’t answer a question?

If you can’t answer, or don’t think a question applies to your facility, explain that for the judges.
The application should be only six pages. How many words is that?

That works out to about 3,000 words. The six pages are for your responses to the 19 questions. The measurements form does not count towards the six-page limit.

You can include up to 10 pages of attachments, such as news articles, tables of data, black and white photographs, and certifications. We will discard extra pages.
I need to send my attachments separately from the application. What if they come late?

You must submit your application by the deadline. We will accept late attachments if you notify us by the deadline. We will not delay the review process to wait for late attachments.

Are there a set number of winners each year? Are there categories of winners?

There is no set number of winners each year. There are no categories of winners. The application form does ask about the size and type of your enterprise to help the judges compare finalists.

How are the applications judged?

We first screen applications for basic eligibility. Next, Ecology staff check compliance with regulations and general quality of performance. They may visit the applicant’s facility for this.
The reviews narrow the field of applicants down to a short list of finalists. A panel of judges reviews the finalists and meets to select the winners.
Who are the judges?

The judging panel includes previous winners, and experts in sustainability and pollution prevention from local and federal government agencies, labor, environmental organizations, and academia.

I’m a consultant. I help other companies do a better job of protecting the environment while doing their work. Does this qualify?

The Governor’s Award is given for environmental results in Washington state. You will need to show the measurable results in this state of what your clients have done under your direction to prevent pollution and move toward sustainability. Be sure to include what you have done in your own business operations.

What about recycling? Doesn’t that count?

Recycling counts, but the judges are more impressed by efforts to not create the waste or use the material in the first place. That is true “pollution prevention.”

Recycling and buying recycled products are “sustainable practices” because they extend the life of a resource. So are reusing materials yourself or passing them on to someone else who can use them.
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