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CAS   126-72-7 

Substance Name Tris (2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate (TDBPP) 

Toxicity 

Tris (2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate (TDBPP) is reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen by the 

National Toxicology Program [1], is  listed as carcinogen on California’s Proposition 65 List, and is 

classified as possible (2A) carcinogen by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). 

According to the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) (2012), there is convincing evidence that TDBPP 

is genotoxic and carcinogenic [2].  

Exposure 

TDBPP was used as a flame retardant in children’s clothing until banned in 1977 [3]. According to the 

National Toxicology Program, it has been used as an additive flame retardant in polyurethane foams, 

polystyrene foam, acrylic carpets and sheets, water flotation devices, polyvinyl and phenolic resins, 

paints, lacquers, paper coatings, styrene-butadiene rubber, and latex [1].  These types of materials are 

used in children’s products and the chemical is still available for sale from overseas suppliers. A 

disclosure requirement could confirm that imported children’s products do not contain this flame 

retardant. No current information on uses or national production volume is available [4].  

 

TDBPP has not been included in many house dust sampling studies. It was identified in one study of 

house dust in California [5]. No biomonitoring studies were located.  
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