Empty Pharmaceutical Containers

Is my used
pharmaceutical container
dangerous waste?

Is the syringe,
vial, ampoule or IV bag
emptied using all
normal means?

Did the
container hold a P-listed
drug?

Is there less than
3% of the container volume
remaining?

Yes Yes

No

!

Not an empty container. You must designate the contents.
See the waste designation flowchart for more information.

No

!

No

Did the container
hold chemotherapy?

Empty chemotherapy
containers are considered
dangerous waste unless
P-listed and WTO1
containers are identified
and segregated.

Manage
pharmaceutical
waste under the Interim
Enforcement
Policy?

Yes

¢—— No

Container is a
P-listed waste since triple-
rinsing is not practical.
See waste management
overview flowchart for more
information.

Your container is empty
and may be managed as

solid waste.
No —p
Check with your local

health department for any
disposal restrictions.

Ecology recommends all facilities follow the
guidelines in the NIOSH Alert: Preventing
Occupational Exposures to Antineoplastic and
: other Hazardous Drugs in Health Care Settings..



http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-165/pdfs/2004-165.pdf

