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CAS  608-93-5 
 
Substance name Pentachlorobenzene 

- 
Toxicity 
 
Pentachlorobenzene has been classified as a Category 1 endocrine disruptor by the European Union.1  In 
rats, levels of thyroid hormones (T3 and T4) in plasma were decreased after intraperitoneal injection or 
dietary ingestion of pentachlorobenzene.2,3 
 
Exposure  
 
Pentachlorobenzene is on the Washington state list of PBTs as being persistent, bioaccumulative and 
toxic (WAC 173-333-310).4  Evidence that pentachlorobenzene is found in children’s products was not 
located.  Its use as a fungicide and as a flame retardant were cancelled in U.S. by the early 1980s. The 
fungicide PCNB (of which pentachlorobenzene is an impurity and a metabolite), was cancelled by the 
U.S. EPA for residential, school, and golf course uses  in 2009.5  PCNB is still used agriculturally.   
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