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CAS  75-07-0 
 
Substance name Acetaldehyde 

 
Toxicity 
 
Acetaldehyde is classified as a carcinogen by authoritative sources.1,2,3 Prolonged inhalation exposure 
causes  nasal cancers in test animals. Human evidence from workplace exposures is supportive but not 
conclusive.2   Acetaldehyde is a major metabolite of ethanol in mammals and may be involved in fetal 
alcohol syndrome.  For this reason, Reprotext classifies acetaldehyde as an A- unconfirmed human 
reproductive hazard.4 
 
Exposure 
 
Acetaldehyde is used primarily as a feedstock in the production of other chemicals. Other uses are or 
have been in leather tanning, in glues, in the paper industry, in the manufacture of cosmetics and 
plastics, and as a food flavoring agent.1,4  Acetaldehyde was detected in  6 out of 6 children’s tent 
samples in testing by the Danish EPA.5  Acetaldehyde is listed as an ingredient in school glue and other 
arts and craft glues in the NLM Household Products Database.6 
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