CAS  85-44-9

Substance name Phthalic anhydride

Toxicity

In animal studies, phthalic anhydride had effects on rodent lung and kidneys and on fetal development
at high doses.? There is also limited evidence of adverse effects on sperm in laboratory mice.>* In
workplace settings, inhalation and dermal exposures have been associated with irritation and allergic
sensitization.*”

Exposure

Phthalic anhydride is primarily used in the manufacture of phthalate plasticizers and polyester resins. It
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is also used in small volume in the production of alkyl resins used in dyes, paints, and lacquers.”™ It was

detected by the Danish EPA in coatings on 4 out of 15 wooden toys tested.” Phthalic anhydride was not
listed as a direct ingredient in any product in the NLM database.?
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