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Accumulation Time Limit -
MQG/LQG

(WAC 173-303-200, -201)

LQGs – waste onsite for 90 days

MQGs – waste onsite for 180 days

Clock starts when:

First drop of waste hits container in storage area

Container in satellite accumulation area hits 55 
gallons for DW or 1 quart for AHW

 

 

LQGs can accumulate waste onsite for 90 days, and MQGs can accumulate for 180 days.   
 
That doesn’t mean that at 90 days you can start looking around for a hauler. It means that at 90 
days the waste must be off-site! 
 
The time clock starts either when the first drop of waste hits a container in a storage area, or 
when a container in a SAA hits the volume limit (either 55 gallons for DW or 1 quart for AHW). 
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Manifesting - MQG/LQG
(WAC 173-303-180, -210)

Regulated generators must manifest waste 
sent offsite, using Uniform Hazardous Waste 
Manifest.
(Sample in Attachments folder)

Final manifest must be returned within 35 
days from day waste accepted by transporter

 If not, have 45 days from day waste accepted 
to file exception report:
Include copy of manifest

Cover letter explaining efforts taken to find waste 
and the results of those efforts

 

 

All wastes from a regulated generator must be accompanied by a manifest when sent offsite.  
You must use the Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest form. (There is a sample UHW Manifest in 
the Attachments folder.) 
 
Within 35 days, the generator should get back a copy signed by the destination facility, saying 
that the waste has been received.   
 
If you don’t get it back, you should start trying to locate the waste. If you can’t get a copy of the 
final manifest within 45 days, you need to submit an exception report to Ecology. 
 
The exception report should include a copy of the original manifest and a cover letter explaining 
what you did to try to find the waste and what you found out. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-180
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-210
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Land Disposal Restrictions -

MQG/LQG
(WAC 173-303-140)

Waste code drives Land Disposal Restriction 
requirements

Treatment standards in federal regulations, at 
40 CFR 268.40.

Determine:

Subcategory

Treatability group

Appropriate treatment standards

 

 

Land Disposal Restrictions ensure that the correct method of treatment is used on your wastes. 
 
The process starts when you assign waste codes. You then look up the restrictions in the federal 
regulations, 40 CFR 268.40. (This information is not in the state regulations.) Use the table in 40 
CFR 268.40 to determine the waste’s subcategory and treatability group. This is not as 
complicated as it sounds.   
 
You start by looking at the waste code. If multiple kinds of wastes are covered by that code, you 
look to see which one applies to your waste. Then you decide whether your waste is a 
wastewater or not.  
 
Once you have that information, the table describes what has to be done to the waste before 
it’s safe for disposal. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-140
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=40&PART=268&SECTION=40&TYPE=TEXT
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Land Disposal Restrictions 
MQG/LQG

(WAC 173-303-140)

TSD/transporter usually provides paperwork

Paperwork should include:

Waste codes

Available waste analysis data

Statement that waste is subject to LDRs

Constituents of concern, if necessary (some F 
codes)

Underlying hazardous constituents for 
characteristic wastes

Any other subdivision data from table

 

 

In many cases, the people who pick up your waste will provide you with the Land Disposal 
Restriction paperwork.  It should include everything listed here. The paperwork must include 
the waste codes, any waste analysis data, any information about subcategories, etc., and a 
statement that the waste is subject to the LDRs. Underlying hazardous constituents and 
constituents of concern are listed on the table at 40 CFR 268.40. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-140
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Transportation
(WAC 173-303-240, -250, -260, -270)

Transporter must have:

Manifest

Proper packaging

Proper labeling of containers

Proper placarding of vehicle

 

 

Dangerous wastes being transported must be accompanied by a manifest. They must be in 
properly-labled USDOT approved containers, and in a vehicle that is properly placarded. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-240
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-250
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-260
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-270
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Destination Facilities
(WAC 173-303-200, -070)

Regulated generators 
(LQG and MQG) must 
send waste to a 
permitted Treatment, 
Storage, Disposal, and 
Recycling facility

SQGs have more 
options

MRW facility

 

 

If you are an MQG or an LQG, your waste must go to a TSD, barring the use of the exemptions 
for certain wastes, such as  universal waste.   
 
If you’re a SQG, you have more options, including your county’s Moderate Risk Waste facility. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-200
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-070
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Annual Reporting
(WAC 173-303-220)

All active RCRA ID#s must submit an annual report 
to Ecology

TurboWaste.net – online reporting  service

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/turbowaste/Login/Splash.aspx

Annual Reporting specialists available by phone at :

1-800-874-2022 (in Washington only)

360-407-6170.

 

 

Anyone with an active RCRA ID# is required to send a dangerous waste annual report to Ecology. 
Ecology encourages anyone who can to use TurboWaste.net, our online reporting website. We 
think it simplifies the process for most of you and definitely simplifies the process for us. You 
can also submit a paper report.  
 
If you have any questions about annual reporting, please call an annual reporting specialist at 1-
800-874-2022 (in State only) or 360-407-6170. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-220
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/turbowaste/Login/Splash.aspx
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EPCRA
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know

Must report if:

1)  Hazardous substances (waste and product) onsite 
exceed certain thresholds

2)  Use certain amount of toxic substances 

More information available at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/epcra/index.html

Call 1-800-633-7585 and press 2, or e-mail 
epcra@ecy.wa.gov

Local and state authorities need this data to 
best plan for and respond to emergencies

 

EPCRA is the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act. These planning and reporting 
regulations apply to hazardous substances you have stored on site and to releases of toxic substances. 

 
Very briefly, under EPRCRA, you must: 
• Work with local and state authorities on emergency planning if you have enough of an extremely 

hazardous substance on site. 
• Notify local and state authorities if you have a release of an extremely hazardous substance that passes a 

set threshold. 
• Notify local and state authorities if you have certain amounts of hazardous or extremely hazardous 

substances onsite. 
• Submit a Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) report if you use or manufacture certain amounts of toxic 

substances. 
 
The EPA document called the “List of Lists” shows the specific substances and amounts that come under the 
EPCRA regulations. If you’ve never heard of EPCRA, or TRI, or if you’ve never done any reporting under these 
regulations, you need to find out whether you should be reporting.   
 
Check the EPCRA website or contact the Community Right-to-Know Unit at Ecology’s Headquarters office by 
calling 1-800-633-7585 . When the recording comes on, press 2. You can also send an e-mail to: 
epcra@ecy.wa.gov 

 
 

 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/epcra/index.html
mailto:epcra@ecy.wa.gov
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Pollution Prevention Plans
and Waste Minimization

(WAC 173-307)

Required for facilities generating more than 
2,640 lbs DW/year 

Regulated generators who generate less than 
2,640 lbs DW/year must certify their waste 
minimization on their manifests

 

 

The Pollution Prevention section covers the pollution prevention planning requirement in more 
detail.   
 
Note that if you’re an MQG or LQG who isn’t covered under the pollution prevention planning 
requirement, you still have to certify on manifests that you have tried to minimize your waste 
and are managing it in the best way possible. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-307
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Recordkeeping
(WAC 173-303-210)

Keep on-site for at leaste five years
Manifests with signature of destination facility

Designation records

Annual reports

Exception reports

Inspection logs

Other required reports

Keep on-site for three years
Initial copy of manifests (with exception report), 

unless final manifest arrives

 

 

You must keep all the records listed here onsite for at least five years. 
 
The only exception is the initial copy of the manifest, which you keep until you receive the 
signed copy from the destination facility. If you don’t get a signed copy, staple the initial copy to 
the exception report and keep both for for three years. 
 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-210
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Regulations Specific to MQGs 
(WAC 173-303-201)

In lieu of contingency plan, post near 
emergency communication devices:
Name and telephone number of EC

Location of emergency equipment

Location of direct fire alarm, if present

Phone number of fire department, if no direct 
alarm

In lieu of training plan, must ensure all 
personnel are familiar with relevant waste 
handling and emergency procedures

 

 

MQGs have some regulations that are specific to them.   
 
MQGs do not have to develop a full contingency plan. But MQGs must post emergency 
information near emergency communication devices. If you’re using cell phones or the like, you 
should post the information in the waste storage area.   
 
Instead of having to develop a full training plan, MQGs must ensure that all employees are 
familiar with the waste handling and emergency procedures that they need to know. 
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-201
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Regulations Specific to SQGs
(WAC 173-303-070)

Designate waste

Manage waste safely

Send waste to TSDR, an MRW facility, or a 
municipal landfill 

Respond to and report spills (See Ecology’s 
spill reporting  site)

Submit an annual report if have an active ID#

 

SQGs have the easiest set of regulations.   
 
SQGs must: 

• Designate their waste,  
• Manage their waste safely,  
• Send it to an appropriate location,  
• Respond to spills, and report them appropriately (see below), and  
• Submit an annual report if they have an active ID#.   

 
Report spills of oil and hazardous substances (product or waste) to: 
 
National Response Center: 1-800-424-8802 
AND 
Washington Emergency Management Division: 1-800-258-5990  OR  1-800-OILS-911 
AND 
Appropriate Ecology regional office 
 
Ecology Northwest Region, 1-425-649-7000 
(Island, King, Kitsap, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, and Whatcom counties) 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-070
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/other/reportaspill.htm


Ecology Southwest Region, 1-360-407-6300 
(Clallam, Clark, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Mason, Lewis, Pacific, Pierce, Skamania, 
Thurston, and Wahkiakum counties) 
 
Ecology Central Region, 1-509-575-2490 
(Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, Klickitat, Okanogan, and Yakima counties) 
 
Ecology Eastern Region, 1-509-329-3400 
(Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, 
Stevens, Walla Walla, and Whitman counties) 
 
 
 
 

 




