
DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE-

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND INCORPORATE BY REFERENCE 

Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility 

Description of Proposal: The U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE), Richland Operations Office proposes to close 
one Dangerous Waste Management Unit (DWMU) at the Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility (WESF). There 
are three DWMUs at WESF, which are 1) pool cells 1through8 and 12, 2) hot cell G, and 3) hot cells A through F. 
The pool cells and hot cell Gare storing 1,936 double walled stainless steel capsules that contain cesium chloride or 
strontium fluoride. Hot cells A through F are not in use and are awaiting closure. 

USDOE plans to move all 1,936 capsules to a dry storage facility .sometime after 2017. After that, USDOE would 
have to submit to the Department of Ecology (Ecology) a permit modification request to establish a schedule to 
complete closure requirements for WESF. In a near-term first phase of closure, USDOE proposes stabilization of 
contamination in Hot Cells A through F (Ecology designated as DWMU 3). ·Stabilization will be accomplished by 
filling a radioactive pipe trench with grout to ensure structural stability, then grouting the overlying hot cells. 
USDOE submitted to Ecology a State Environmental Policy Act checklist for the first-phase of closure. 

Ecology is adopting a portion ofUSDOE Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), DOE/EIS-0113 to address cesium
strontium capsule existing storage and eventual closure: 

• Final EIS Disposal of Hanford Defense High Level, Transuranic and Tank Wastes (DOE/EIS-0113, 
December 1987) also called the HDW-EIS. In the Record of Decision (ROD) based on this EIS, USDOE 
decided to continue to store encapsulated cesium and strontium wastes safely until a geologic repository is 
ready to receive the waste for disposal. 

Ecology is adopting the portion of the HDW-EIS that evaluated impacts of fabricating the capsules and storing 
them in the pools in WESF and incorporating by reference the following EISs that support the safe storage: 

• Tank Waste Remediation System, Hanford Site, Richland, Washington, Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (DOE/EIS-0189, August 1996). On February 26, 1997, USDOE stated that it had decided to 
defer action on cesium and strontium capsules to further evaluate potential beneficial uses of the capsules. 

• Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement for the Hanford Site, 
Richland, Washington (TC & WM EIS, DOE/EIS-0391, December 2012), USDOE stated, "Treatment of 
the cesium and strontium capsules, which are currently stored at the Waste Encapsulation and Storage 
Facility (WESF), is evaluated in this EIS based on the existing TPA milestone; however, the decision on 
final disposition of the cesium and strontium capsules will be determined at a later date subject to 
appropriate NEPA review." 

Proponent: U.S. Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 
POBox550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Point of Contact: Stephanie Schleif 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard 
Richland, Washington 99354 
E-mail address: Hanford@ecy.wa.gov 



Location of proposal: The Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility is located adjacent to the B Plant processing 
facility in the 200 East Area on USDOE's Hanford Site. · 

Lead agency: Washington State Department of Ecology, Nuclear Waste Program 

The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does have a probable significant adverse impact oil 
the environment. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required under RCW 43.21C.150 (2)(c) 
because EISs were previously prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. This decision 
was made after review of three existing EISs and a completed environmental checklist and other information 
on file with the lead agency. This information is available to the public on request. 

X This DS and Notice of Adoption is issued under WAC 197-11-460(2); the lead agency will not act on this 
proposal until the conclusion of the public comment period on the Closure ofWESF Hot Cells A through F. The 
comment period ends April 27, 2016. 

Responsible official: John B. Price 

Position/title: Tri-Party Agreement Section Manager 

Phone: (509) 372-7920 

Address: 3100 Port of Benton Boulevard, Richland, Washington 99354 
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