
Comment period extended for proposed 
permit modifications for Hanford’s Waste 
Encapsulation and Storage Facility 
  The U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (DOE-RL) is extending the 
public comment period for the proposed permit modifications to improve ventilation 
and grout six hot cells that are no longer in use at the Waste Encapsulation and Storage 
Facility (WESF).  

The first permit modification package did not include all the information the Washington 
State Department of Ecology needs to process the modification. An updated letter with 
the permit modification request is available in the public information repositories and on 
the DOE-RL and Ecology website: 
http://pdw.hanford.gov/arpir/index.cfm/viewDoc?accession=0082935H 

The 60-day comment period was originally scheduled to run from Dec. 11, 2014 through 
Feb. 12, 2015. The comment period will now end February 20, 2015. Learn more about 
the proposal and give your input at a public meeting Jan. 7, 2015 at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Richland Public Library, 955 Northgate Drive, Richland, WA. 

Located in the center of the Hanford site, WESF stores nearly 2,000 cesium and 
strontium capsules in underwater pools. During operations, WESF hot cells protected 
workers and allowed them to safely handle radioactive materials. 

In addition, DOE-RL will also submit to Ecology  a request for a site-specific treatability 
variance from applicable Land Disposal Restriction treatment standards for specific 
waste items in Hot Cells B and C. This request will be submitted in January 2015. 

 

Please e-mail us at ClassPRMTMods@rl.gov if you require special accommodations to participate in the meetings. 
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Public meeting: 
 January 7, 2015, 5:30 p.m.  
 Richland Public Library 
 955 Northgate Dr.  
 Richland, WA 99352 

Submit comments by February 20, 2015, in 
writing, by mail or electronically to: 

Stephanie Schleif 
Washington State Department of 
Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd 
Richland, WA 99354 
Email: Hanford@ecy.wa.gov 

Contacts:  
  
Kris Skopeck, DOE-RL, (509) 376-5803  
  
Stephanie Schleif, Ecology, (509) 372-7950 
  
 

Copies of the proposed permit modification and supporting documentation are available at the 
Administrative Record, 2440 Stevens Drive, Richland, WA. 

The permittees’ compliance history during the life of the permit being modified is available from 
the Washington State Department of Ecology contact person. 
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