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45-Day Public Comment Period for Modifications to the 
Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant Permit

March 2 through April 15, 2009
	
The Washington State Department of Ecology is proposing a permit modification to the Hanford Facility Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion for the Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of Dangerous Waste for the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP).  The proposed changes are located in Part III, Operating Unit 10 for the WTP.

A 45-day public comment period is scheduled to begin March 2 and end April 15, 2009.

The WTP is currently under construction and, when completed, will be capable of treating dangerous and high-level radioactive nuclear waste stored in aging tanks at the Hanford site.  Treating the waste will reduce the risk posed to human health and the environment.  This proposed modification is one of several revisions to the original Hanford Facility Dangerous Waste Permit so that the U.S. Department of Energy Office of River Protection can move ahead quickly and safely with construction of the WTP.

The proposed modification includes the following:

· Low-Activity Waste (LAW) Design Package LAW-018 addresses ancillary equipment associated with the LAW melter process system.  This equipment includes the piping and instrumentation directly supporting the melters.

· Pretreatment Facility (PTF) Design Package PTF-095 addresses the Pretreatment In-Cell Handling System Decontamination Soak Tank and its associated jet pump and sparger assembly.  This allows equipment to be decontaminated in the soak tank to either be fixed or replaced.

· The document, Leak Detection Capability in the LAW Facility, demonstrates that the leak detection system is operated to:  1) detect the failure of primary or secondary containment structures; 2) detect the release of dangerous or mixed waste; and, 3) detect the accumulated liquid waste within twenty-four hours.

The document, Waste Removal Capability for the LAW Vitrification Facility, describes how spilled or leaked waste and accumulated liquids can be removed from the secondary containment system within twenty-four hours.

· The document, Pipe Stress Design Criteria Including “Pipe Stress Criteria” and “Span Method Criteria”, provides design criteria for piping throughout the WTP.

· Diagrams and data sheets for two mechanical handling systems in LAW, and for seven mechanical handling systems in the High Level Waste Facility (HLW).

· Piping and instrumentation diagrams for the HLW melter system film cooler utilities, and mechanical drawings for the HLW melter assemblies.

The above description is a brief summary of the proposed modification.  To review the proposed modification in detail beginning March 2, 2009, visit the Washington State Department of Ecology website at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp/index.html, or visit one of the Information Repositories or Administrative Records.  The locations can be found at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp/Interactive%20map_files/maps/repositories%20maps.html. 

Your views and concerns are important to us.  For more information on the upcoming public comment period, please contact Annette Carlson at (509) 372-7897, or call the toll-free Hanford Cleanup line at 800-321-2008.
