




FACT SHEET FOR THE HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT DRAFT PERMIT FOR DANGEROUS WASTE MANAGEMENT AT AREVA NP INC

Department of Ecology, Nuclear Waste Program
3100 Port of Benton Blvd.
Richland, Washington  99354
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This fact sheet has been developed by the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) in accordance with the requirements of WAC 173-303-840(2)(f).  Its purpose is to present information on Ecology’s tentative decision to issue a dangerous and/or mixed waste final facility permit (final permit) to AREVA NP Inc (AREVA) to store dangerous and mixed wastes at its facility in Richland, WA. This fact sheet describes the facility, including AREVA’s dangerous and mixed waste storage activities.   This fact sheet also summarizes requirements in the proposed permit for design, construction, operation, and closure at the facility.  Ecology will make a final decision on this permit after we receive and evaluate public comments.

PERMITTEE:	AREVA NP Inc

Site address
			2101 Horn Rapids Road, Richland, Washington 99354

EPA/State identification number: WAD 99082 8402

This Fact Sheet is divided into four sections: 
1.0	The Permitting Process
2.0	Procedures for Reaching a Final Decision on the Draft Permit
3.0	Permit Appeal Process
4.0	AREVA Facility Description and History
5.0	Permit Contents

1.0	THE DANGEROUS WASTE PERMITTING PROCESS

The Washington State Hazardous Waste Disposal Act, Chapter 70.105 Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and the regulations in Chapter 173-303 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) regulate the management of dangerous waste in Washington.  WAC 173-303-800 specifies that facilities that treat, store, and dispose of dangerous waste must obtain a permit for these activities.  AREVA currently stores dangerous and mixed waste at their Richland facility.

Facilities in existence before the implementation of Chapter 173-303 WAC, such as AREVA, were eligible for “interim status.” “Interim status” allows the facility to continue operating while the facility and Ecology complete the process leading to a final permit.  AREVA is currently operating under the interim status regulations. 

Ecology is authorized to require a facility having interim status to submit a detailed permit application for a final permit (WAC 173-303-806(2)). The permit application must provide facility-specific design and operational information to demonstrate that regulatory requirements can be met. If Ecology determines that the application is sufficiently complete, Ecology is authorized to prepare a draft permit for public notice (WAC 173-303-840(2)).  The draft permit incorporates major portions of the permit application. Ecology has determined that the AREVA permit application is sufficiently complete, and Ecology has prepared a draft permit for public notice.

Ecology’s tentative decision to issue a final permit to AREVA is subject to public review and comment. Ecology will consider all public comment before making its final decision on whether to issue a final permit to the AREVA facility.  Regulatory requirements for the public review process are described in WAC 173-303-840(3) through (9). 

If Ecology issues a final permit to AREVA, its maximum duration will be ten years.  However, the permit can be modified at any time during its duration.  Permit modifications that could have a significant effect on the operation of the facility are subject to public review and comment.

Procedures for modifying a permit and the types of permit changes that are subject to public review and comment are discussed in WAC 173-303-830. 

As part of this permitting process, Ecology has determined that issuing this permit does not require preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  Additionally, issuing this permit does not have probable adverse impacts on the environment.  The permit allows AREVA to continue storing and treating dangerous waste in the existing DWSF facility and CCWT which were specifically designed and constructed for this purpose.  

Under the permit, AREVA will not increase their waste management capacity, manage different waste, or use different waste management processes.  They will continue using existing structures and the same basic operations for waste management.  The final permit is more specific about how they must meet regulatory requirements.  

Issuing a final permit does increase the likelihood that dangerous and/or mixed waste management operations will continue indefinitely at the AREVA Richland plant.  If AREVA proposes to increase or change these operations in the future, that proposal will require a permit modification subject to public review.  At that time, Ecology will consider whether that potential proposal would be subject to an environmental assessment under SEPA.   


2.0	PROCEDURES FOR REACHING A FINAL DECISION

The 45-day comment period on Ecology’s tentative decision to issue a dangerous waste permit to AREVA and Ecology’s State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Determination of Non Significance (DNS) runs from November 2, 2009 and ends December 16, 2009. 
To receive a copy of the draft permit or SEPA DNS:
· Contact Jeff Ayres at (509) 372-7881 (voice) or at one of the addresses listed below; 
· Visit the Ecology web site at – www.wa.gov/ecology/programs/nwp/comment periods/htm; 
· Visit the Richland Public Library, at 955 Northgate, Richland, WA 99352.
The process for public notice and involvement for this permit change is in WAC 173-303-840 (3). Comments must be postmarked, hand-delivered, or received by e-mail or fax no later than close of business on December 16, 2009. Direct all comments to: 
Jeff Ayres
Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd. 
Richland, WA 99354 
E-mail: jayr461@ecy.wa.gov
Fax 509-372-7971

Ecology does not plan to hold a public hearing, but if significant public interest is expressed in the tentative permit or SEPA DNS decision, Ecology will conduct a public hearing. Contact Madeleine Brown at Madeleine.Brown@ecy.wa.gov or at the address above if you would like to request a hearing. 
Ecology will consider and respond to all written comments submitted by the deadline.  After considering the comments, Ecology will make final decisions or make new tentative decisions.  If Ecology makes a final decision, it will become effective 30 days after the agency gives final notice of its decision. If there are no comments from the public, then the final decision will be effective as soon the agency gives public notice of the decision.  If the agency makes new tentative decisions based on public comments they will be followed by a new comment period.

Ecology’s final decisions may be appealed within 30 days of issuance of the final decisions.

All commenters and the permittee will receive a copy of the Responsiveness Summary and a notification of the final permit decision. 



3.0	PERMIT APPEAL PROCESS

To appeal this you must:
1. File your appeal with the Pollution Control Hearings Board within 30 days of the “date of receipt” of this document.  Filing means actual receipt by the Board during regular office hours
1. Serve your appeal on the Department of Ecology within 30 days of the “date of receipt” of this document.  Service may be accomplished by any of the procedures identified in WAC 371-08-305(10).  “Date of receipt” is defined at RCW 43.21B.001 (2).  

Be sure to do the following:
1. Include a copy of (1) the permit you are appealing and (2) the application for the permit.
1. Serve and file your appeal in paper form; electronic copies are not accepted.

	1. To file your appeal with the Pollution Control Hearings Board

	Mail appeal to:

The Pollution Control Hearings Board
PO Box 40903
Olympia, WA  98504-0903
	OR
	Deliver your appeal in person to:

The Pollution Control Hearings Board
4224 – 6th Ave SE Rowe Six, Bldg 2
Lacey, WA  98503

	2. To serve your appeal on the Department of Ecology

	Mail appeal to:

The Department of Ecology
Appeals Coordinator
P.O. Box 47608
Olympia, WA  98504-7608
	OR
	Deliver your appeal in person to:

The Department of Ecology
Appeals Coordinator 
300 Desmond Dr SE
Lacey, WA  98503

	3. And send a copy of your appeal to:

	Jeff Ayres
Department of Ecology
Nuclear Waste Program
3100 Port of Benton Blvd
Richland, WA 99354




For additional information visit the Environmental Hearings Office Website:  http://www.eho.wa.gov
To find laws and agency rules visit the Washington State Legislature Website: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeRevise



4.0	AREVA FACILITY DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY

4.1	Facility Description

AREVA is a nuclear fuel fabrication facility that manufactures nuclear fuel for commercial light water reactors.  The AREVA plant started nuclear fuel fabrication operations in1972.  The AREVA manufacturing facility occupies approximately 52.6 acres of land located in the Horn Rapids Industrial Park in Richland, WA.  AREVA generates both liquid phase and solid phase dangerous and mixed wastes throughout the manufacturing process.  The above ground Component Chemical Storage Tank (CCWT) receives liquid acid waste from the pickling of fuel assembly components.  The permit allows storage of up to 2000 gallons of this aqueous waste in the CCWT.  The permit also allows storage of up to 4500 55-gallon drums in the Dangerous Waste Storage Facility (DWSF).   The DWSF manages dangerous and mixed wastes such as air filters, filter cake, paint waste, solvents, and rags, in containers such as drums or steel boxes.    Dangerous wastes from CCWT and DWSF are shipped to an approved waste treatment/disposal company for treatment and disposal.

4.2	Dangerous Waste Permit Required

A permit is required for storage of the dangerous and mixed wastes generated at AREVA.  
The wastes managed by AREVA are related to manufacturing operations.  The waste streams that will continue to be produced include 1) solvents and combustible wastes; 2) painting-related wastes; 3) acidic wastes from component pickling operations; 3) chemical and radiologically-contaminated wastes; 4) wastes from laboratory analyses and; 5) waste oils.

Dangerous and mixed wastes are typically stored for short periods of time and disposed through contracts with permitted disposal facilities.  AREVA does not receive any dangerous or mixed wastes from off-site sources.  

AREVA is a private industry and is subject to the financial assurance requirements in WAC 173-303-620.



5.0	PERMIT CONTENTS

The AREVA Dangerous Waste Management Permit consists of standard and site specific conditions and the following attachments:

Attachment A	Part A of the Permit Application, the Dangerous Waste Permit Forms (Section 1.0 of the Permit Application)
Attachment B	Waste Analysis Plan (Section 3 of the Permit Application)
Attachment C	Inspection Plans (Section 6.0 of the Permit Application)
Attachment D	Personnel Training Matrix (Section 8.0, Attachment 8.1 of the Permit Application)
Attachment E	DWSF and CCWT Closure Plans (Section 9.0 of the Permit Application)
Attachment F	AREVA Richland Site Dangerous Waste Contingency Plan (Section 7.0 of the Permit Application)
Attachment G	Tank Integrity Assessment Report (Attachment 4.2 of the Permit Application)
Attachment H	Groundwater Monitoring Plan
The above referenced chapters and their enforceable sections are incorporated by reference.

AREVA’s permit allows for storage of dangerous and mixed wastes generated from the manufacturing processes on site.  There are no site specific or unique storage requirements for the wastes generated.  



3


Error! Main Document Only.

