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Marine Spatial PlanningMarine Spatial Planning

• What is it?

• Why are we talking about it?
• State law

• Federal action

• What are the next steps?What are the next steps?

• How can I get more information or be 
involved?involved?



Marine Spatial Planning Definedp g

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a public 
process of analyzing and allocating  the spatial 
and temporal distribution of human activities in 
marine environments to achieve ecologicalmarine environments to achieve ecological,  
economic, and social objectives.

• Coordinating decisions
• Uses data – often displayed as maps• Uses data – often displayed as maps
• Proactive
• Strategic• Strategic
• Multi‐use



Marine Spatial Planning ProcessMarine Spatial Planning Process

Typically results in:Typically, results in: 
•Vision
•Comprehensive Plan

•Management strategies and measures

NOT the same as zoningNOT the same as zoning.

Outcome depends on the scope of the plan.



Marine Spatial Planning Steps



New State LawNew State Law

Substitute Senate Bill 6350 enacted in March 
2010 which requires the state to:

• Recommend an approach to marine pp
spatial planning through an interagency 
team. Report due by December 15, 2010.p y ,



Some key questions for the report:Some key questions for the report:

What are the gaps in management that marine spatial

planning can or should seek to fill?

What are the key spatial data needs and important

uses to consider for conducting marine spatialg p

planning?

How to conduct marine spatial planning in a way that

integrates into existing management plans includingintegrates into existing management plans, including

goals and objectives?



New State LawNew State Law

If the state receives federal or non‐state funds,

the law also directs state agencies to:

1 Compile and incorporate spatial data into1. Compile and incorporate spatial data into 
current plans. 

2 D l id th ti d2. Develop guidance on the operation and 
siting of renewable energy facilities. 

3. Conduct comprehensive marine spatial 
planning for all of Washington’s waters. 



What must be in a state plan?What must be in a state plan?

• Ecosystem assessment and indicators

• Management measures

• Series of maps• Series of maps

• State recommendations for uses in federal 
twaters

• Implementation plan

• Framework for renewable energy



Ocean Policy Task ForceOcean Policy Task Force

“To succeed in protecting the oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes,
h d d h f f kthe United States needs to act within a unifying framework 
under a clear national policy, including a comprehensive, 
ecosystem‐based framework for the long‐term conservation y g
and use of our resources.”

– President Barack Obama, June 12, 2009
Creation of the Ocean Policy Task Force

• Interim Framework for 
Coastal and Marine Spatial PlanningCoastal and Marine Spatial Planning
Released December 14, 2009.

• Final framework expected Spring 2010.Final framework expected Spring 2010.



Next Stepsp

State Ocean Caucus – interagency team
E i k ti f MSP i W hi t d d lExamine key questions for MSP in Washington and develop

recommendations for framework in report.

Engage MRCs tribes and public in processEngage MRCs, tribes and public in process.

West Coast Governors’ Agreement
Feedback on national framework  on the role of regional groups.

Develop regional approach based on existing work and needs.



Next Steps: Interagency Reportp g y p

Interagency team meets monthly to examine key

questionsquestions.

Public processPublic process

April‐June Survey: management needs

and other informationand other information

April‐June Briefings to key groups

July (TBD) Spatial data workshopJuly (TBD) Spatial data workshop

for technical experts

S t b P bli t i dSeptember Public comment period on 

draft recommendations



How to learn more or get involved?How to learn more or get involved?

Marine Spatial Planning

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/msp/

Ocean resources

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/ocean/

Contact me:

Jennifer.Hennessey@ecy.wa.govy@ y g

360‐407‐6595



Other MSP 
information

Sign up 
to get
email 
updates Oceanupdates Ocean 

activities 
and policy 
work



1. Ensuring clean coastal waters and beaches

2 Protecting and restoring healthy ocean and coastal habitats

Priorities

2. Protecting and restoring healthy ocean and coastal habitats

3. Promoting the effective implementation of ecosystem‐based 
management of our ocean and coastal resources

4. Reducing adverse impacts of offshore development

5. Increasing ocean awareness and literacy among our citizens

6. Expanding ocean and coastal scientific information, research, p g , ,
and monitoring

7. Fostering sustainable economic development throughout our 
diverse coastal communitiesdiverse coastal communities



In coming weeks:
• 8 final plans released
• 2 new draft plans out for public p p

comment



Action Coordination Teams (ACTs)
1. Climate change

ll d ff b f2. Polluted runoff
3. Marine debris
4. Spartina eradication

Members from:

+ Each of the 3 states

+ Federal agencies
p

5. Renewable ocean energy
6. Ocean education
7 Sediment management

+ Federal agencies

+ Tribal governments

+ Academia7. Sediment management
8. Seafloor mapping
9. Integrated Ecosystem 

A (IEA )*

+ Academia

+ NGOs

+ Industry
Assessments (IEAs)*

10. Sustainable communities*

y



Examples of work plan activities

• Renewable energy planning guidebookgy p g g

• Climate change regional impacts study

• Spartina eradication treatment of• Spartina eradication, treatment of 
known infestations in OR, CA, and BC

l d d f l• Lessons‐learned and support for regional 
sediment management

• Seafloor mapping


