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Applicant Department of Ecology 

(Ecology) and U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers 

(Corps)

Public or other 

interested party

V 1.0, date

Legend:          =Hyperlink                =Progression                 =Revision                 =Optional
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Governor’s Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.

A

Applicant submits project 

information to Ecology

Corps issues a 

letter notifying 

Ecology

Applicant submits additional 

information to the Corps of 

Engineers

NWP 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 

8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 

18, 19, 20, 22, 25, 

28, 30, 31, and 35 

have been certified 

for 401 and no 

further action is 

required

NWP 3, 6, 12, 13, 

14, 16, 17, 21, 23, 

24, 26, 27, 29, 32, 

33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 

39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 

44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 

49, and 50 have 

been certified subject 

to conditions or 

denied for 401 and 

require Ecology 

review

Ecology 

determines that 

the project meets 

NWP and 401 

requirements

Ecology 

determines that 

the project does 

not meet NWP 

and 401 

requirements

Ecology issues 

Letter of 

Verification (LOV)

Public can submit comments on 

Public Notice

Applicant may proceed with 

project, must meets terms and 

conditions of NWP

Corps or Ecology issues a 

Public Notice
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Public can appeal 

decision to Washington 

Pollution Control 

Hearing Board (PCHB)
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Applicant can appeal 

decision to Washington 

Pollution Control Hearing 

Board (PCHB)
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401 

Certification

Denied

Ecology 

issues 401 

Certification

Corps and Ecology review JARPA,  

supporting documents 

(e.g. mitigation plan), and public comments

Ecology makes decision on 401 Certification 

Deny Approve 

with 

Conditions

Approve Waive

Corps issues 

404 Permit 

Corps determines if the project 

qualifies for a Nationwide Permit 

(NWP) or an Individual Permit (IP)
B

Nationwide Individual

Ecology reviews project information, may 

request additional information

Incomplete Complete

Incomplete Complete
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Applicant may be required to 

submit additional information and/

or complete a wetland mitigation 

plan (see JARPA form)

Applicant completes Joint Aquatic 

Resource Permit Application 

(JARPA), submits to U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers and EcologyA
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