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Applicant Department of Ecology Public or other 
interested party

V 1.0, date

Legend: =Hyperlink =Progression                 =Revision                 =Optional
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Governor’s Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.

A

Applicant researches options and 
determines whether to apply for a 

new water right

Applicant obtains new water right 
application and instructions; 

submits completed application form 
and fees to Ecology

If yes

Ecology reviews application
for completeness

variable
CompleteIncomplete

Ecology assigns an application 
number and notifies applicant of 

receipt of application

A

B

C

Ecology sends legal notice to 
applicant for publication

Ecology reviews application and 
public comments

Applicant publishes 
legal notice

14 days

Ecology conducts field/technical 
investigation

Ecology issues a Record of Examination 
(ROE) which documents Ecology’s decision.  
Ecology sends the decision to the applicant, 

public commenters, Tribes and other 
interested parties.

Deny Approve Partially 
Approve

Permit
Denied Ecology Issues

Water Right Permit 
With set project development 

schedule for establishing
water use

Public can appeal Ecology’s 
decision to Pollution Control 

Hearings Board

30 days

Public submits written 
comments to application for 

water right to Ecology

30 days

Applicant can appeal Ecology’s 
decision to Pollution Control 

Hearings Board

30 days

Ecology considers extension of 
construction schedule for applicant

DenyApprove

Permit
Canceled

Applicant develops project, submitting 
progress report forms to Ecology

Applicant can request 
extension from Ecology

Applicant can appeal Ecology’s 
decision to Pollution Control 

Hearings Board

30 days

Applicant completes project and submits 
Proof of Appropriation form to Ecology

Applicant pays fees

Applicant receives
Certificate of Water Right

G

Ecology conducts Proof Examination

H
Ecology requests certificate fees

Ecology issues Certificate of Water 
Right, sends to County Auditor

County Auditor records Water 
Right Certificate

County Auditor sends Certificate 
of Water Right to applicant

Applicant submits notarized 
Affidavit of Publication to Ecology
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