
Applicant Public or Other Interested PartyWashington Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) or Local Government AgencyStart

Shoreline Conditional Use Permit 
and Variance Permit 

Applicant reviews activities requiring a 
Shoreline Conditional Use Permit (CUP) or 

Variance Permit (VAR)
(triggering mechanisms)A

No Permit Requirednot
required

Applicant requests pre-application 
conference with various government 

agencies (including the Department of 
Ecology)

required

Applicant submits Shoreline Permit 
Application and fees to Local Government 

Agency

Local Government Agency reviews      .
application for completeness, SEPA      .

compliance status     .

Incomplete

Variable

B
Local Government Agency

notifies applicant of deficiencies

Local Government Agency conducts 
public hearing

Public can submit written comments or 
requests hearing from Local Government

Public can testify

Local Government Agency 
requests response to public 
comments from applicant

Variable

Applicant submits written responses 
to comments to 

Local Government Agency

V
ariable

Deny Approve

Local Government Agency sends CUP or 
VAR to Ecology

Ecology reviews for completeness under 
WAC 173-27-130

Incomplete Complete

Approve with 
Conditions

Approve Deny

Permit
Denied

Applicant can request appeal to ruling from 
Local Government Agency

Public can request appeal to ruling from Local 
Government Agency

Public or Government Agency .
can file request for review with     .

Shorelines Hearings Board

21 
calendar 

days

Ecology
can file request for review with    .

Shorelines Hearings Board

21 
calendar 

days

Applicant
can file request for review with   .

Shorelines Hearings Board

21 
calendar 

days

Complete

Local Government Agency
notifies applicant of status

Conditional Use Permit 
or Variance Permit 

issued 

Local Government Agency or Applicant
publishes Public Notice

14 days
Local Government Agency

or Applicant publishes 
Public Notice

14 days

Local Government Agency sends 
copies of response to public 

comments to the public

V
ariable

Local Government Agency issues
decision on permit and 

notifies applicant

V
ariable

Ecology reviews and sends its 
decision to local government and 

applicant in writing within 30 calendar 
days of receiving complete application
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Legend: =Hyperlink         =Timeliness Target     =Progression               =Revision =Optional
For more information on this or any permitting process visit http://www.ora.wa.gov or call the Washington State Office of Regulatory Assistance at (800) 917-0043.
* all timeliness targets are in calendar days
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Ecology notifies local government and 
applicant in writing of missing

information within 14 calendar days of 
initial receipt date

14 days

Local Government sends Ecology 
missing information within 30 calendar days

30 days

30 days

Conditional Use Permit 
or Variance Permit 

issued with conditions

T
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