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A6-96
Continued
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A7-1

A7-2

A7-3

A7-1
Comment acknowledged.  Impacts to chum are more clearly stated in the
FSEIS.  Only two chum salmon have been documented in recent years
and there is no evidence that spawning is occurring in the White Salmon
River.

A7-2
Comment acknowledged.  The FSEIS has been modified where modifica-
tions are appropriate.

A7-3
Comment acknowledged and additional information has been incorporated
in the FSEIS, as appropriate.
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A7-3
Continued

A7-4

A7-5

A7-6

A7-4
Chum salmon have less capacity to leap water falls and generally do not
migrate as far upstream as Chinook, coho, or sockeye salmon and
steelhead trout, particularly in higher gradient rivers with frequent falls,
such as the White Salmon River (Johnson et al. 1997).  Reiser et al.
(2006) set the maximum jumping height of chum salmon as 4 feet.  The
fall at RM 2.6 on the mainstem of the White Salmon and other falls on
the mainstem may be barriers to the upstream migration of chum salmon
adult spawners.  Because chum salmon characteristically utilize the lower
reaches of high-gradient streams, they may not be able to access this
habitat, and additional year-classes may be affected until clean spawning
gravels are formed in the lower couple of miles of river channel.  The
documentation of two adult chum salmon is not evidence that chum
salmon are  reproducing in the White Salmon River at the present time,
but represents the potential for eventual recolonization of the river if
suitable spawning habitat is available.  The long-term effect of dam
removal would be an improvement of spawning conditions for chum
salmon, but it is not known at this time if chum salmon would be able to
utilize additional habitat above the dam.  The lack of population-level
impacts is acknowledged in Section 4.3 of the FSEIS.

A7-5
Comment acknowledged.  The FSEIS has been modified where appropri-
ate.

A7-6
Comment acknowledged.
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A8-1

A8-2

A8-1
Comment acknowledged.

A8-2
Comment acknowledged.  Management decisions concerning hatchery
fish planted in the river would be decided by the appropriate state and
federal agencies (i.e., Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and
NOAA Fisheries) and not as part of an FSEIS.  In the case of many
salmonid species (coho, chum, Chinook, and possibly others), native fish
populations may no longer exist.


