
 (26) Washington State Department of Transportation 

The following Washington department of transportation 

projects and activities shall be exempt: The repair, 

reconstruction, restoration, retrofitting, or replacement of any 

road, highway, bridge, tunnel, or transit facility (such as a ferry 

dock or bus transfer station), including ancillary transportation 

facilities (such as pedestrian/bicycle paths and bike lanes), that 

is in operation, as long as the action:
 

(a) Occurs within the existing right of way and in a manner 

that substantially conforms to the preexisting design, function, 

and location as the original except to meet current engineering 

standards or environmental permit requirements; and
 

(b) The action does not result in addition of automobile 

lanes, a change in capacity, or a change in functional use of the 

facility.
 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110 and 43.21C.100 [43.21C.170]. 

WSR 14-09-026 (Order 13-01), § 197-11-800, filed 4/9/14, effective 

5/10/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 13-02-065 (Order 

12-01), § 197-11-800, filed 12/28/12, effective 1/28/13. Statutory 

Authority: RCW 43.21A.090, chapter 43.21C RCW, RCW 43.21C.035,  



43.21C.037, 43.21C.038, 43.21C.0381, 43.21C.0382, 43.21C.0383, 

43.21C.110, 43.21C.222. WSR 03-16-067 (Order 02-12), § 197-11-800, 

filed 8/1/03, effective 9/1/03. Statutory Authority: 1995 c 347 

(ESHB 1724) and RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 97-21-030 (Order 95-16), § 

197-11-800, filed 10/10/97, effective 11/10/97. Statutory 

Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 84-05-020 (Order DE 83-39), § 197-

11-800, filed 2/10/84, effective 4/4/84.] 

 (27) Structurally Deficient City and County bridges  

The repair, reconstruction, restoration, retrofitting, or 

replacement of a structurally deficient city, town or county bridge 

shall be exempt as long as the action:  

(a) Occurs within the existing right of way and in a manner 

that substantially conforms to the preexisting design, function, 

and location as the original except to meet current engineering 

standards or environmental permit requirements; and
 

(b) The action does not result in addition of automobile 

lanes, a change in capacity, or a change in functional use of the 

facility. 

(C) “Structurally deficient” means a bridge that is 

classified as in poor condition under the state bridge condition 



rating system and is reported by the state to the national bridge 

inventory as having a deck, superstructure, or substructure rating 

of four or below. Structurally deficient bridges are characterized 

by deteriorated conditions of significant bridge elements and 

potentially reduced load-carrying capacity. Bridges deemed 

structurally deficient typically require significant maintenance 

and repair to remain in service, and require major rehabilitation 

or replacement to address the underlying deficiency. 
 

 

 


