
 

 

 

October 9, 2012 

 

 

 

Tom Clingman 

SEPA Policy Manager 

Department of Ecology 

PO Box 47703 

Olympia WA 98504-7703 

 

 

RE:  Comments on revised draft of WAC 197-11 dated 10-8-12. 

 

 

Mr. Clingman: 

 

On behalf of the Association of Washington Business (AWB), thank you for the opportunity 

to comment on the revised draft of rules to WAC 197-11 dated October 8, 2012.  We 

appreciate the ongoing work being done by Ecology. 

 

In reviewing the latest revisions, there are a few concerns that we still have with the 

proposal being considered by Ecology.  In particular, we are concerned with the new notice 

provision in 197-11-800(1)(c)(iii), the proposed exemption level for commercial and parking, 

and utility exemptions in 197-11-800(23). 

 

First, we understand the new notice provision is meant to provide concerned stakeholders 

with a level of confidence, to ensure environmental impacts are not missed as a result of the 

new exemption levels, with in the rule.  Unfortunately, the attempt to provide notice raises 

additional questions and concerns, such as; “if someone is unhappy with the provisions in 

an ordinance, or ultimately the decision to adopt the higher thresholds allowed for under 

rule, is that decision appealable?  If so, to where? 

 

AWB is opposed to new notice provisions that go above the current requirements in rule.   

 

Second, in our letter to Ecology on the SEPA pre-proposal draft rule, dated October 5, 2012, 

we raised concerns about the arbitrary numbers Ecology was considering for the Office, 

School, commercial + parking Categorical Exemption threshold.  In the letter, we asked 



Ecology to articulate the methodology for establishing the threshold level.  To date, we are 

still unclear how Ecology arrived at one number over another. 

 

As a reminder, it is our understanding the representatives on the SEPA Advisory 

Committee relied on a review of DNS and MDNS in order to achieve the recommendations 

provided in their Advisory Committee Threshold Worksheet.  How did Ecology arrive at its 

proposed number? 

 

Finally, it is our understanding the latest proposal from Ecology to increase electrical facility 

thresholds still does not provide an increase to the existing threshold level.  In fact, it is our 

understanding the language being proposed by Ecology would actually weaken the current 

exemption threshold in current rule. 

 

We understand the Department continues to work with utilities to perfect the language 

being considered.  AWB continues to support our member companies and encourages 

Ecology to adopt the language being proposed by the utilities.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brandon Houskeeper 

Association of Washington Business 

Director, Government Affairs 

 

  


