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Ref 
# 

197-
11-
800 

Title Objectives of Amendment Rationale 

A 197-
11-
756 

Lands 
Covered by 
Water 

Modify definition of lands covered by water to be 
more consistent with definition in GMA 

Definition is outdated and does not explicitly 
exclude artificial wetlands 

B New 
Sect-
ion 

Industrial Use Create a definition of “Industrial Use” to 
distinguish between commercial and industrial in 
minor new construction exemptions in 800(1) 

Proposal to remove exception language for air 
and water permits is premised upon not including 
“industrial” projects in the exemption for 800(iv) –
office, storage, commercial etc. 

C  1 Minor New 
Construction  
 

1. Remove air and water discharge permits 
exception 

2. Add exception for protection of significant 
agricultural lands for otherwise exempt 
projects under 800(1). 

3. Clarify that changes in facility use that 
require a Conditional Use Permit are also 
exempt. 

4. Add clarification that commercial projects 
are not industrial uses. 

5. Remove stand-alone fill and excavation 
projects from the list of project types. 

6. Add project type for mixed-use that 
combines maximum thresholds but does not 
create a separate set of thresholds limits. 
 

1. Requirement for these permits should not 
change exemption status.   

2. Protection of agricultural lands is specified in 
new statutory language for SEPA because 
other laws are not protective of indirect and 
cumulative impacts to this resource. 

3. The issuance of conditional use permits for 
changes related to an exempt facility have 
not clearly been addressed in the SEPA rules 
to date.  

4. Industrial uses have different types of 
impacts from commercial and this language 
replaces the exception for air and water 
discharge permits. 

5. The exemption for excavation and grading 
activities associated with a project is 
addressed in 800(2).  This clarification will 
reduce confusion and conflict about when 
SEPA is required for otherwise exempt minor 
projects.  It should result in less SEPA reviews 
for single residential projects. 

6. It is not consistently clear that both 
residential and commercial thresholds must 
be combined and many infill projects are 
proposed as “mixed-use.” 

D 2  Other Minor 
New 
Construction 

1. Remove air and water discharge permits 
exception. 
2. Clarify that the transportation exemptions 
apply to all agencies and private parties. 
3. Update reference to herbicide spraying to 
reflect current state registration rules. 
4. Limit road expansion to within right of way. 
5. Clarify “recognized historical significance”. 
6. Add exemption for above-ground tanks and 
removal of both to list.  Same volume threshold. 

1. Requirement for these permits should not 
change exemption status.   

2. Some confusion about what types of 
transportation projects can use exemptions 
here. 

3. Change of pesticide registration WAC 
4. City of Seattle suggestion 
5. This clarifies that listed and eligible structures 

are applicable here. 
6. Above-ground tanks (not accessories to 

exempt buildings) often trigger SEPA review 
since there are regulations requiring a permit. 

E 3   Repair, 
remodeling 
and 
maintenance 
activities  

1. Restrict dredging exception in water for 
maintenance -to over 50 cu yds  
2. Clarify that bulkheads are a type of shoreline 
protection 

1. Dredging exception could be more consistent 
with WDFW exemption in 197-11-835, plus 
culvert maintenance should be exempt if the 
installation and removal of culverts are 
exempt. 
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F 5  Purchase or 
sale of real 
property  

Clarify “authorized public use” without adding a 
specific definition 

Agencies define public use differently, but more 
uniformity about the “authorized” requirement 
has been requested. 

G 6  Minor land 
use decisions 

1. Add decisions related to boundary line 
adjustments as an exemption. 

2. Add exception for protection of significant 
agricultural lands for land-use decisions. 

 

1. The assumption here is they do not result in 
additional lots. 
2.  Protection of agricultural lands is specified in 
new statutory language for SEPA because other 
laws are not protective of indirect and cumulative 
impacts to this resource.  Land-use changes are 
one of the main sources of impacts to agricultural 
lands. 
 
Note: other suggested exemption increases are 
not appropriate for minor land-use category. 

H 16 Local 
Improvement 
Districts 

Expand to exempt formation of all special 
districts or special purpose districts –that are a 
local government entity designated by the 
Revised Code of Washington (RCW) and not a 
city, town, township, or county. 
Background paper on special districts 
MRSC page 

Establishing districts is procedural, but planning 
and project development is still subject to SEPA. 

I 23 Utilities  1. Increase water pipe size from eight to twelve 
inches. 

2. Expand and clarify that projects done in 
existing vaults and pipes are also exempt in 
23(e) 

3. Update language to current reference for 
herbicide use. 

1. Twelve inches is industry minimum size in 
most cases.  Impacts are similar to smaller 
size (see handout from April meeting). 

2. City of Seattle suggested inclusion of projects 
within vaults and pipes for exemption 

3. 248-60-66- was repealed. 

J 24  
 
 

Natural 
resources 
management 

Add exemption for maintenance of motorized 
recreational trails –except lands covered by 
water 

DNR requested 

K 25 Personal 
wireless 
service 
facilities 

Updates to removed outdated language and 
make exemption more consistent with 
federal law. Adds exemption for collocating, 
removing, or replacing transmission 
equipment 

Update directed by 2013 legislation SHB 1183 
 

L New Habitat 
restoration 
projects 

New exemption for habitat restoration projects 
–using some of Seattle’s proposed language 

Minor restoration projects should have same or 
greater exemption benefit as minor new 
development projects –for similar reasons. 

M 197-
11-
810 - 
197-
11-
855 

Agency 
Specific 
Exemptions   

Clarify these sections to limit exempt actions to 
only those named agencies. Plus update names 
of agencies.  

Some of the agency specific exemption sections 
are vague about how the exemptions apply only 
to the agency specified.   
 
Also, the names of the agencies have not been 
updated in over 30 years. 

N 197-
11-
830 

DNR 
Exemptions 

Add exemption for rock sales (to existing language for 
timber sales) on DNR lands –when determined there 
is no “substantial impact on the environment.” 

DNR requested 
 
 

http://www.mrsc.org/subjects/governance/spd/spdchart0112.pdf
http://www.mrsc.org/subjects/governance/spd/spddate.aspx

