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INTRODUCTION 

 

Douglas County and the Cities of East Wenatchee, Rock Island and Bridgeport are 

working together to develop a regional shoreline master program. This report, Citizen’s 

Vision for Douglas County Shorelines 2006 - 2016, is part of this planning effort.  It 

presents the viewpoints of citizens throughout the county on the future of the 

shorelines in Douglas County included in the Washington State Shoreline Management 

Act based on a visioning process conducted in the spring of 2006.  

 

This visioning process was organized to meet the following objectives: 

 

 Provide ample opportunities for everyone to express their ideas for the future 

of county shorelines. 

 Learn citizen values and opinions about what they want to see along Douglas 

County shorelines in the future. 

 Organize these viewpoints into a report to assist decision makers in the 

development of the regional shoreline master program. 

 

The report is organized into the three parts.  Part I is a vision expressing citizen’s values 

and ideas for the future of Douglas County shorelines.  Part II is a description of the 

visioning process conducted in the spring of 2006.  Part III contains a verbatim 

compilation of all citizen comments and workshop ideas.  

 

Content analysis and trend analysis was used to prepare the vision based on the fact 

data collected in the visioning process is subjective.  People were asked very general 

questions, open ended questions which do not lend themselves to rigid quantitative 

analysis.  The data shows some very clear trends, several less prominent trends and 

various unusual, interesting ideas. 
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Citizens were sincere in describing their viewpoints and their comments are used to 

support the vision statements in the report.  It is important to recognize there are 

always divergent opinions in any community and Douglas County is not an exception.  

The vision represents a collective view of the future which may diverge from individual 

opinions.  It does clearly reflect the general outlook of citizens participating in the 

visioning process. 
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 PART I 
 CITIZEN’S VISION FOR DOUGLAS COUNTY SHORELINES 
 

DOUGLAS COUNTY SHORELINES IN THE YEAR 2016 … 

Shorelines along the Columbia River and Douglas County lakes are developed and 

preserved with imagination, wisdom and foresight.  These shorelines have ample public 

access and recreational opportunities, diligent stewardship of conservation areas, 

controlled land development and public shoreline decisions exhibit respect for private 

property. 

 

Public access to public land is available for residents and visitors.  Recreational 

opportunities provide for the enjoyment of everyone and contribute to the local 

economy.  A significant amount of shoreline is preserved to protect vital wildlife habitat, 

wetlands and shrub-steppe land.  Careful consideration is given to the reduction of 

pollution and keeping shorelines clean and attractive.  Views of shoreline scenery are 

recognized and preserved as valuable assets. 

 

Land development along the shoreline has contributed to the County’s economic base 

while carefully addressing the need for responsible stewardship.  Low density housing 

and water related commercial development is found on shorelines in urban areas.  

There is much less commercial and residential development on shorelines in rural areas.  

Industrial development is encouraged to locate on upland rather then on shoreline 

sites. 

 

SHORELINES OF THE FUTURE HAVE … 

Public Access  

Public access to and from the water to publicly owned land is available for all ages and 

people with special needs.  There are trails, roads and bridges to these public shorelines 

and accessible parking which allows everyone the ability to enjoy these public lands. 
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 Access for everyone. 

 Don’t want to see general public frozen out from shoreline/water access. 

 More public access and open spaces on river for public use. 

 Public access facilities at 5 - 8 mile intervals. 

 A few public access places with parking.  It doesn’t help much if there is no place 

to park. 

 

Recreation Choices 

Recreation choices, where residents and visitors take part in a variety of leisure time 

activities or simply appreciate the beauty of the area, are found along the both the 

Columbia River and county lakes.  Parks with playgrounds for kids, picnic tables, 

restrooms and water fountains are well maintained.  Other facilities such as trail 

systems, golf courses and wildlife viewing areas provide for both active and quiet 

recreation.  The most popular things to do at county shorelines are: boating, walking 

and hiking, bicycle riding, swimming, picnicking, fishing, and camping. 

 Parks with playgrounds for small children. 

 Improved boat access and associated parking for vehicles. 

 More boat launches. 

 Increase the walking trail system. 

 Swimming area where possible. 

 Additional overnight camping. 

 

Conservation Opportunities 

A considerable amount of natural, undeveloped land along county shorelines serves as 

vital functions for wildlife habitat, protection of wetlands and preservation of native 

shrub-steppe environments.  Buffers and set backs protect these important resources.  

Viewing locations provide people a way to experience nature without disturbing wildlife 

habitat or vegetation.  Educational activities to learn about the functions and value of 

shorelines to the over all health of the community are conducted for students, residents 

and visitors. 
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 Preservation of existing natural features.  Continuation of conservancy and 

natural areas.  We must preserve present features for future generations. 

 Set aside large parcels of shoreline as undeveloped areas. 

 Shoreline habitat and wildlife should be protected and left alone as much as 

possible. 

 Keep natural, preserving beauty. 

 More wildlife observation areas OR the creation of more wildlife preserve areas. 

 

Land Development 

Growth of the built environment is carefully monitored as part of an effort to make sure 

both the public and land development interests are addressed.  Developed land along 

urban shorelines features low density residential housing and water related commercial 

activities.  Land development on rural shorelines is much less intense with no residential 

subdivisions.  Structures associated with agriculture and commercial uses that are water 

dependent are part of the rural shoreline landscape.  Industrial land uses are 

encouraged to locate in upland areas rather then along county shorelines. 

 

Growth 

 Controlled development. 

 Shoreline development using best available techniques. 

 Buildings blend in with surroundings. 

 Urban areas - mixed uses - with orientation toward recreation. 

 Keep the rural feel. 

 

Residential 

 Only controlled residential development. 

 Not a lot of housing on the river. 

 Minimum lot size except in larger, planned subdivision. 
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Commercial 

 Not too much commercial development. 

 Businesses related to water sports and shore supplies. 

 Businesses related to fishing, water sports, etc. 

 Restaurants OK, but use wise judgment. 

 

Industrial 

 Less industrial. 

 No new industrial areas along the river. 

 No industry along the river that is not clean. 

 

Agriculture 

Agriculture is a key element of the Douglas County economy and agriculture activities 

associated with shorelines are protected from urban development and inappropriate 

regulations. 

 Agricultural uses grandfathered in. 

 Don’t want to see farms pushed out. 

 Don’t want the orchards to go away; they are pretty and important part of the 

economy. 

 

Special Shoreline Qualities 

Some special qualities: scenic views, cleanliness, safety and control of pollution are very 

significant in the picture of future shorelines.  One of the real assets of Douglas County 

is the dramatic scenery and no tall buildings on shorelines impede views.  An ongoing 

public/private effort keeps shorelines clean and safe.  Pollution is minimized in a 

continuous attempt to protect public health and water quality.  

 

Views 

 Places for folks who like viewpoints. 

 Building height limits. 
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 Overbuilding, don’t plant huge trees that block views. 

 

Clean and safe 

 No litter.  A serious clean up of industrial and commercial and residential dumps 

and littered areas. 

 Safety for kids. 

 

Pollution 

 Need to maintain water quality. 

 Prevent non point pollution. 

 I worry about septic tanks and water pollution. 

 Our wells must be protected from increased pollution and population growth. 

 

Effective Planning, Regulation and Enforcement 

The planning policies and regulations in the Regional Shoreline Master Program are fair 

and even handed.  Shoreline planning documents and administrative actions show 

careful attention to all community interests and appropriate scientific information.  

Property rights are protected and regulations are clear, balanced and enforced in an 

impartial manner. 

 It’s a good idea for Douglas County and cities to work together. 

 Different agencies work together better to resolve issues - especially local issues. 

 Balance of public preservation - rights as land owners. 

 A common sense approach to rules and regulations. 

 Consistent enforcement of shoreline projects. 

 

VISION CONCEPTS FROM REGIONAL EVENTS … 

City of East Wenatchee 

People attending the East Wenatchee Open House and Workshop see future shorelines 

with a balance of low density development and conservation areas.  There are clear 

differences between shorelines in incorporated cities, which are more developed, and 
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unincorporated areas which emphasize recreation, natural areas and agriculture.  

Private property rights are conscientiously respected and regulations are reasonable, 

clearly understood by everyone and actively enforced.  

 

Public access to publicly owned city and county shorelines for people and emergency 

services is extensive and available for all citizens.  More trials, parks, viewpoints and 

road improvements have increased opportunities for enjoyment of shorelines.  People 

can choose from a variety of recreational activities including walking, boating, fishing 

and bird watching throughout the year. 

 

Wildlife habitat, wetlands and native shrub-steppe land are carefully protected natural 

areas.  An ongoing effort, supported by both public and private sectors, looks for and 

secures funds for critical area acquisition.  Residential areas are characterized by low 

density development, adequate set backs and natural vegetation along the shoreline to 

reduce erosion.  Cluster development is featured with carefully regulated building 

heights.  Zoning regulations for industrial and agricultural uses protect shorelines. 

 

City of Rock Island 

People attending the Rock Island Open House and Workshop see a future with mixed 

land uses along the river with an orientation toward recreation.  Shoreline development 

on lakes and the river is balanced with continued and careful conservation of natural 

areas.  A real emphasis will be placed on maintaining water quality and buffering 

shoreline development with open space and wildlife areas.   

 

Commercial development will compliment recreational use of the shorelines.  

Commercial facilities such as hotels, restaurants and marinas encourage tourism in the 

area.  Residential subdivisions protect the character of the shorelines including limiting 

the size and height of structures that restrict public views.  Industrial land uses are 

discouraged and existing industrial areas cleaned up.  People enjoy a variety of 

recreational activities with ample public access and trails to and from the water.  Multi 
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use recreational areas have facilities serving families as well as handicapped and elderly 

folks. 

 

Town of Waterville 

People attending the Waterville Open House see a future with ample recreational 

opportunities, protection for private property and clean shorelines.  Regulations are fair 

and not an unreasonable or costly burden to property owners.  There is consistent 

enforcement for all shoreline projects.  Agricultural is an important part of economic 

activity and existing agricultural uses on family and corporate farms are “grandfathered 

in”.  The C.R.P. element is address in the shoreline master program.  Recreational 

choices feature parks, boating, walking and hiking trails, water sports and fishing.  

Commercial activities relate to recreation and tourism and no new industrial areas are 

found along the river.    

 

City of Bridgeport 

Although 13 people attended this Open House, only 2 chose to make comments.   This 

number is not sufficient to use to draw general observations. 

 

Wenatchee Valley Mall Listening Post 

People who participated at the Friday and Saturday Listening Posts see a future for 

Douglas County shorelines much the same as the people who participated in the earlier 

citizen participation events.  Parks, walking and bicycle trails and other recreational 

activities are a predominant feature along shorelines.  Conservation of natural shoreline 

areas preserves important wildlife habitat, wetlands and native shrub-steppe land.  

Housing development does not overwhelm shoreline areas and commercial 

development is geared toward recreation and tourism.  There is minimal industrial 

development and a serious effort is made to keep shorelines clean and attractive. 
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 PART II 
 VISIONING PROCESS 
 

The visioning process started with an ambitious publicity effort by Douglas County staff 

in February 2006 with information about the Regional Shoreline Master Program and 

announcement of 7 separate citizen participation opportunities.  People were invited to 

come to events held in March and April 2006 in East Wenatchee, Rock Island, 

Bridgeport and Waterville.  They could stop by a simple, drop-in open house or attend a 

formal workshop where citizens worked together to envision the future.  A two day 

weekend listening post offered people an additional, informal way to participate.  These 

choices provided citizens interested in the future of Douglas County shorelines a 

number of chances to select their level of participation in the visioning process based on 

personal time and interest. 

 

A variety of information to assist citizens was available at each of the events.  There 

were maps of all county shorelines and photo’s which illustrated various shorelines uses 

from the early 1900’s to the present day.  A very informative handout, Regional 

Shoreline Master Program Update! with an overview of the program, information on 

how to get involved and a set of facts about Douglas County Shorelines was available.  



 
 

13

A sign-up sheet for people who wanted to be added to the County’s mailing list was 

also provided. 

 

OPEN HOUSES 

Where                    When # of Participants  # of Comment 

Sheets 

 East Wenatchee March 15 19 14 
 City Hall 
 
 Bridgeport March 16 13 2 
 High School Library 
 
 Rock Island March 22 13 10 
 City Hall 
 
 Waterville March 23 16 15 
 High School Career 
 Center 
 

Open Houses were held from 4 to 6 pm.  They were informal occasions with a display 

of shoreline maps and photos, refreshments and a chance for everyone attending to 

visit with County and City planning staff.  People were encouraged to complete a vision 

comment sheet asking: What do you want to see along Douglas County shorelines in 

the next 50 to 10 years? What don’t you want to see? and Additional comments?   

  

WORKSHOPS 

 Where When # of Participants # of Small Groups 

 East Wenatchee March 16 23 4 
 City Hall 
 
 Rock Island March 23 9 2 
 City Hall 
 

Workshop were held 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  The purpose of the workshops was to offer 

citizens an opportunity to work together to envision what they want to see along the 
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shorelines in the future.  Each opened with introductions and everyone describing one 

favorite thing they liked to do or enjoyed at a county shoreline.  This was followed by a 

brief overview answering these questions in very broad terms:  What is a regional 

shoreline master plan? What is a shoreline vision?, What is the purpose of this visioning 

workshop?, and What happens next? 

 

Participants were then divided into small groups where, first, people individually wrote 

their ideas about what they want to see along Douglas County shoreline in the next 5 to 

10 years on 3 x 5 cards.  The groups then discussed these ideas and prepared a group 

report describing what they saw for the future.  The group reports were presented to 

everyone attending and the workshop closed with county staff providing information 

about coming steps the regional shoreline program planning process.   

 

 

LISTENING POSTS 

 Where When  # of Comment 

Sheets 

Wenatchee Valley Mall, Friday, March 31 32 
 
City of East Wenatchee Saturday, April 1 81 
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The Listening Posts were held from 1 to 6 pm on Friday, March 31st and 10:30 am to 4 

pm on Saturday, April 1st.  The purpose of the Listening Posts were to collect 

viewpoints from citizens who did not have a chance to attend one the earlier events as 

well as the general public.  People could look at a display of shoreline maps and photos, 

pick up information handouts and visit with county and city staff.  Everyone who 

stopped by the Listening Post was asked to fill in a comment sheet.  Candy, stickers for 

the kids and a prize drawing for a spring basket of treats was available as a small thank 

you for people who decided to participate. 

 

Over 200 citizens attended one of the 7 visioning events to contribute their values and 

ideas for the future.  Their vision can help inform the next steps in the regional 

shoreline master program update process. 
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PART III 
Verbatim Compilation of All Citizen Comments 

 
East Wenatchee City Hall 
3/15/06 
 
Introductory Activity 
One favorite thing to do at the shoreline? 
 

• Bicycling 
• Kayaking 
• Activity on river controlled 
• Children & grandchildren enjoy 
• Columbia River shoreline 
• Arts & crafts 
• Outdoor lab – School District 
• Bird watching 
• Boating 
• Fishing 
• Fishing Banks Lake 
• Boating – salmon fishing 
• Water 
• River – boating 

 
Vision Activity 
Group 1 
 

1. Protection of riparian zones 
2. Strict controls on water quality impacts 
3. Improving public access 

 
Group 2 
 

1. Enhance public access on public lands (more parks, trails, viewpoints).  
Design so that foot traffic is somewhat controlled. 

2. Preserve, restore & enhance native shorelines & shrug-steppe within 200’ of 
wetland habitats on public lands.  Protection of rare/sensitive plants, wildlife, 
wintering breeding & travel corridor habitats. 

3. Support low-density residential development, emphasizing & enforcing all 
setbacks & mitigation options (for both riparian & shrub-steppe). 
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East Wenatchee City Hall 
3/15/06 
 
Group 3 
 

1. Maintain right to farm.  Major differences between incorporated and 
unincorporated sites. 

2. Zoning clusters – rather than lineal. 
3. Protecting animal habitat.  Special features – historic – Indian – Chinese sites.  

Identify & protect – old plan. 
4. Porters Pond – swamp and outdoor lab for education – Nature Conservancy. 
5. Design to zoning density-in industrial and light industrial to protect shoreline 

and agricultural interest.  
 
Group 4 
 

1. 50% left undeveloped. 
2. Seek & secure funds for critical area acquisition. 
3. Roads to improve access to parks & river shoreline. 
4. Park on river above 19th St. 
5. Access for emergency services.  
 

 

City of Rock Island 
3/16/06 
 
Introductory Activity 
One favorite thing to do at the shoreline? 
 

• Look at stuff 
• Row boat 
• Duck hunt 
• Walk around pond 
• Look at water 
• Water 
• Drive golf balls into water 

  
Vision Activity 
Group 1 
 

1. Clean Water 
2. Public access & trails to and from water 
3. Limit industrial uses along shorelines (clean) 
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City of Rock Island 
3/16/06 
 

4. Clean up junk & (dumps).  Allow “clean” development.  Commercial?  Marina?  
Office, retail etc.  Functionally & visually. 

 
Group 2 
 

1. Buffer shoreline development (either developed open space or natural-
wildlife)  
a. Accommodate 
b. Access to shoreline (picnic, camp, boat, pedestrian) 
c. Trails 

2. Shoreline recreation - public 
3. Protect right to farm 
4. Water dependent commercial opportunities 

a. Restaurants, motels, recreation tourism – encourage design standards – 
character structure. 

5. Height issues/public view/size of structure – large homes impacting character 
of shoreline. 

6. Shoreline owners – Individual lots – existing should have option for accessory 
shoreline facilities – docks, float planes, etc.  Options – but guidance to 
protect character, limitations for scale. 

7. Think about – Wildlife use, protections – Also ties to buffer. 
8. Multi-use facilities – Handicapped/elderly/children. 
9. Community facilities  vs. individual or multiple facilities 

a. Navigation 
b. Shoreline character 
c. Fish/wildlife 

10. Very different use/character needs to be considered – both lakes and rivers. 
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City of East Wenatchee 
3/15/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 
years? 
 

• Parks with playgrounds for small children.  Picnic tables, etc., within vicinity of 
playgrounds, athletic playfields, i.e., softball, soccer, tennis, basketball, etc.  
Outdoor amphitheater for music, holiday events, ceremonies, etc. 

• A good positive use of the shorelines for benefit and maximum use by wildlife, 
not just fisheries.  Enforcement of vegetation requirements on shoreline 
protection of wetlands – DOT land put to good use.  More parks on shoreline if 
possible. 

• Strong protection of vegetative zone, or buffer along the rivers & lakes w/strict 
strong enforcement, education and incentive programs.  Not build down to river.  
Preserve the healthy shrub step0pe habitat along the river.  Prevent nonpoint 
pollution run off w/set backs, regs, encourage birds & wildlife w/healthy habitat.  
Protect bird nesting areas, fish habitat. 

• More access to the river for day use – like parks & access is to the Loop Trail.  
More wildlife observation areas OR the creation of more wildlife preserve areas.  
Something along the river at the Moses Coulee and (Trinidad) – a park?? 

• 1.  Improved boat access & associated parking for vehicles.  Public access 
facilities at 5-8 mile intervals.  2.  Improved maintenance of DOT & PUD 
frontages to meet fire safety elements of the Urban Interface Fire Code.  3.  
Maximum structure coverage around 38% of land area/40% green space. 

• Shoreline development using Best Avail. Techniques. 
• Public parks and boat launches.  Recreation that is compatible and considerate of 

orchards along river and lakes.  Building height limits. 
• Direction that makes common sense.  Streamline of process.  There are to many 

duplications of request Corp of Engineers, DOE, County . . . for dock permits, 
etc.    Easier way to clean-up shore (irrigation pipes, poison ivy, etc.) If you are 
going to make shoreline better/cleaner/safer it should be easy to just do it.   

• Balance of public preservation-rights as land owners. 
• Opportunity for development and protection of native shoreline habitats.  Set 

aside large parcels of shoreline as undeveloped areas – mini wildlife preserves.  
Other areas designated as those with opportunity for growth & development 
(residential & commercial) need a permitting process that protects the wetland 
and allows for economic growth in Douglas County. 

• Property owner’s rights protected.  We live in a rural area because we want to.  
We do not look forward to living the west-side way.  We value our privacy and 
rural life style.  A ferry from Orondo to Entiat. 

• People need access to various portions of the shoreline and river.  Balance 
between fish-recreation & people (rules). 
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City of East Wenatchee 
3/15/06 

• I would like to see recreation/residential development occur in an orderly manner 
with appropriate mitigation for habitat loss.  I would like to see Douglas County 
seek funding to purchase critical areas and expand public access. 

• A park above 19th St.  50% of land left natural.  Control development & 
reimburse land owners. 

 
What don’t you want to see in the next 5 to 10 years? 
 

• Tall buildings that rise to a point where it would impede viewing of the river from 
the Sunset Hwy. 

• Having the shoreline looking like Lake Chelan or Washington – vegetation not 
grass down to waterline.  One dock for multiple homes.  At least one marina 
between RI & Rocky Reach. 

• Continued weak enforcement of shoreline protection.  Massive development 
along the fiver, destroying habitat right down to the river – continued 
degradation of water quality in the Columbia – no long term plan for care of the 
water quality, habitat, fish, wildlife.   

• No more housing developments along the river. 
• Permits for fences within 75’ of shoreline.  Building heights which exceed 55’ 

should be prohibited. 
• Grass to the water’s edge. 
• Any high rise buildings. 
• Major changes in shoreline mgmt. just minor changes and modifications.  Over 

recreation of private property. 
• Over regulation by agencies & mandatory laws.  Loss of public access to 

recreational use land. 
• Restrictive policy on lands that are site developable.  Large portions of shoreline 

have been developed into orchards and/or residences.  However, shorelines 
supporting large sections of native shrub-steppe or valuable established riparian 
vegetation should be subject to tighter restrictions.  As development increases, 
valuable wildlife migration corridors & wintering habitats need to be preserved. 

• Urban sprawl – uncontrolled building – pollution, noise, traffic, higher taxes. 
 

•  The access to the river controlled by a few.  Do not let fish rule the 
development. 

• The general public frozen out from shoreline/water access. 
 
Additional Comments? 
 

• As you can see from the above comments, I have no real “water-dependent” 
recreation interests.  I do feel however that I do have recreation interests that 
can and should be addressed. 
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City of East Wenatchee 
3/15/06 
 

• A better process for dock applicants – to many agencies to deal with – or at least 
have one agency coordinate with all the other agencies – could different 
agencies work together better to resolve issues – especially local issues. 

• Monitoring and enforcement seems weak – I see habitat bulldozed & burned 
right down to the Columbia w/small fines.  There’s a lot of wildlife in shrub 
steppe habitat this is losing out.  The river needs good stewardship.  The report 
of your Riparian Habitat Protection Standards Advisory Committee is flawed – no 
research since 1995.  It is definitely not BAS.  Also small reservoirs – not Moses 
Coulee if at all.   

• Possibly more boat launch areas.  Additional overnight camping possibilities??? 
• Remove industrial zoning for facilities closed 10 yrs or longer (old Hanna Mining).  

OR limit lands to 300’ or greater from the shoreline. 
• Streamline dock apps – equal to or less than 320’ & less than $20k = exempt.  

Eliminate fish, wildlife & wetland mitigation plans.  Expensive and redundant.  
The Corps, USFW, Wash F & W have developed streamlined apps for recurring 
activities w/minor and mitigable effects.  This includes docks, boat lifts, pile 
driving, and buoys.  Add boatlifts and buoys to exempt structures.  Establish 
clarity in what a waterfront homeowner can & cannot cut/trim/remove in riparian 
zone. 

• I’d like to see some effort to rehab the Rock Island ponds to the north.  It would 
seem a dredge could deepen the water & create islands at the same time that 
would improve fish & wildlife habitat. 

• Consider, where accessible, a public area along the shoreline with picnic tables, 
swimming area where possible, boat launches with sidewalk above.  Bldgs could 
be built above this area.  Shoreline could be public – much like ocean front 
property.  Protect orchards in area.   

• Comment on common sense. .  . The specifications for docks require light 
transmission even if dock is in slack or back eddy that is not part of where 
salmon would migrate.  So dark/shade are where predators “hang out” yet you 
can not cut down certain trees that cast shade on water . . . 

• The state needs to build better highways (97) for the increased traffic.  Building 
heights need to be more regulated.  If property is taken for highways, schools, 
parks, recreation – trails, then property owner must be compensated (takings).  
Our wells must be protected from increased pollution and population growth. 

• A common sense approach to rules & regulations.  Listen more from the local 
citizens than from Olympia and other elected officials.  What is proposed now (in 
plain English on a few pages (said there is 100 pages now) Shoreline 
Management needs to be local driven – Department of Ecology needs a shake 
up.  They are too dictorial.   
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City of Bridgeport 
3/16/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 
years? 
 

• More sections to Centennial bike trail, expand Marina Park, More bird platforms, 
close backwater in Marina Park to swimming, save an area next to Marina Park 
where Chinese gold miners lived & worked. 

• We want to have the ability to build along the river without a large setback. 
 

What don’t you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 years? 
 

• Trailer Parks 
 

City of Rock Island  
3/22/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 
years? 

• Appropriate and continuous development along shoreline with appropriate 
habitat protection, especially where quality habitat still exists. 

• A serious clean up of industrial & commercial & residential dumps & littered 
areas. 

• Easy access & recreational. 
• Boat docks, build on the water full recreational in Rock Island in the tea cup. 
• Water quality maintained. 
• Preservation of existing natural features.  Continuation of conservancy and 

natural areas.  We must preserve present features for future generations.  
Limited recreational access.  Severe restrictions on economic intervention and 
development. 

• Recreation.  No silicone plant. 
• I would like to see the old silicone plant tower out.  Would like to see a boat 

launch on the river.  
• Urban areas – mixed uses with an orientation toward recreational activities.  

Rural areas – natural shoreline.  Not so many subdivisions. 
• More public access & open spaces on river for public use. 
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City of Rock Island  
3/22/06 
 
What don’t you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 
10 years? 
 

• Industry next to river that is not clean & un-polluting such as Waste to Energy 
plant burning garbage on our shoreline. 

• Less development 
• Can see some restrictions but don’t 200’ set back. 
• If there is too much development along the river – I worry about septic tanks & 

water pollution. 
• Any change of designation to urban category, with attendant development. 
• No silicone plant. 
• Starting the plant up. 
• Subdivisions! 
• Row upon row of houses and/or/large bldgs.   
 

Additional comments? 
 

• Suggest utilizing appropriate resource materials for the decision making process 
including WDFW’s guidelines for protection of wetlands and riparian areas.  

• The Clean Water & Air Act of early 70’s called for moving industry off our rivers & 
quit using them as toilet to flush to the oceans. 

• Preserve our waters! 
• The current review and update are important.  We intend to participate in the 

unfolding conversation. 
• Public information is very important.  Public parks are wonderful. 
• More recreation. 
• Thanks for listening.  This was a good session.  The county planner people are 

very nice and helpful.  Thank you. 
 

City of Waterville 
3/23/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 
years? 
 

• Boating/water planes, helicopters, more parks. 
• Planes that go on water, boats, golf courses, one hotel, a teen dance club, 15 or 

older. 
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City of Waterville 
3/23/06 
 

• This program updated with the understanding that shoreline “types” exist.  One 
act will not fit all shorelines, this must be kept in mind while preserving 
shorelines in low rainfall area such as Douglas County.   

• In the coming five to ten years I would like to have no pollution that is not 
necessary.  Also, I would like to see maybe some trails so it could give people 
the opportunity to exercise and see things. 

• I would like to see a bridge in Orondo that would cross over to the other side of 
the lake to make transportation faster. 

• Boat launches, public park, swim wear shore/supplies. 
• Better clean up of litter or enforcement. 
• Docks, boat launch, parks. 
• Organized growth & protected rights to property owners.  More consistent 

enforcement of shoreline projects. 
• Bridge by Orondo – traffic transportation improvement. 
• There needs to be planning, but it must not infringe upon private property rights.  

Any private property developments shall not provide public access to the 
shoreline.  A detailed inventory of Columbia River shoreline in 25’, 50’, 100’, to 
300’ intervals from waters edge. 

•  I think there should be more parks and more entertainment or more tourism. 
• A few public access places with parking.  Public access doesn’t help much if there 

is no place to park.  Also, garbage collection & security issue addressed.  A trail 
from E. Wenatchee to Lincoln Park State Park – walker & biker friendly.   

• More areas supporting parks, golf courses, businesses related to fishing, water 
sports, etc.  Bike & walking trails along the shoreline, conservation areas for 
wildlife and fish.  Preservation of natural areas. 

• Family farms or family farm corporations.  Agricultural uses grandfathered in.  All 
wildlife and natural habitat preserved.  Some lakes and shorelines should be 
purchased & preserved as public parkland, if possible. 

 
What don’t you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 
10 years? 
 

• No bad littering, no bad things, no clam diving. 
• No boat races unless known. 
• The infringement on private property rights to the extent of being 

burdensome/expensive to the land owner. 
• I would like to see less pollution.  I enjoy seeing the wildlife.  I would also like to 

see trails in the wildlife, natural area. 
• I don’t want to see pollution or destruction of any kind of wildlife. 
• Mall, big store. 
• No drastic changes that would waste money. 
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City of Waterville 
3/23/06 
 

• Pollution, loss of trees, destruction of ecosystem. 
• More restrictions on property owners.  Fair & equitable regulations. 
• No hiking trails through private property without the owner’s permission.  Hasty 

planning. 
• A dirty place or a desolate place. 
• Don’t want the orchards to go away.  They are pretty & important park of the 

economy.  Give them the water they need – enforce reasonable water 
conservation measures as needed.   

• No new industrial areas along the river.  Industrial plants should be relocated.  
The Columbia River is a gem and we should preserve and treasure it. 

• Much commercial development. 
 
Additional comments? 
 

• A lot of good happy things going on. 
• Plants, mint plants. 
• I would like to see the C.R.P. element addressed.  I feel that in today’s ag 

(“normal farming practice”) CRP coming out into a production mode should not 
be viewed as a change.  Requiring a permit to conventional farm CRP ground 
coming out seems, to me, to be wrong. 

• Stallard Lake drys up in summer.  Does not support fish, or boating has mud 
bottom.  Haynes Lake is also a shallow lake that does not support fish, gets very 
warm in summer months, has a turtle population. 

• I think the bridge would be great. 
• Thanks for asking. 
• None at the moment. 
• A bridge between Orondo and Entiat. 
•  I feel that Douglas County has done a good job managing the shoreline on the 

Columbia River. 
• More parks that stay open all year for boating access.  Wish there would have 

been an open house in the Orondo area for those of us who live along the river.   
• I think it’s a good idea you are trying to improve the Douglas County shorelines. 
• It’s a good idea for Douglas County and cities to work together.  Why not work 

together w/Chelan County, Wenatchee & other Westside cities? 
• No reservoir n the Palisades area.  Geography should be preserved.  Rock 

formations are too precious to lose. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
3/31/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 years? 
 

• No house or commercial on river or lake.   Keep them like they are now, natural.  
Like parks along river. 

• More nature & not so many buildings, more trees, blend buildings in with 
surroundings, trails (nature). 

• Like access, playground, bath rooms, place for folks who (can’t read), viewpoint. 
• More vegetation, the areas I find most attractive are the areas that are left 

alone.  I really like the natural setting. 
• Areas left for the eagles, blue herons & other native animals. 
• Keep the drinkers out and more beautiful ducks. 
• If parks along loop in E. Wenatchee were a little more park-like and less wild.  

Maybe half developed like the Wenatchee shore and the other half (esp. towards 
the north end near the “dunes”) left undeveloped.  We have a beautiful view and 
I’m sure plenty of residents would love to be allowed to live near the river, 
maybe in light-medium residential zones. 

• Nothing new commercial or industrial wise.  Preserve wildlife habitat and salmon 
spanning grounds without adding more structure. 

• Public access to shorelines.  Keep the rural feel.  Keep/Improve habitat to help 
keep wildlife. 

• Maintain/increase public space.  Increase the walking trail system.  More 
parks/or at least maintain current park areas. 

• More recreation. 
• Continue trail to ride bikes on east side. 
• More playground. 
• More parks, more shorelines. 
• Expanded boat launches & trailer parking.  Shoreline restaurants. 
• More parks, boat launches. 
• Just a green zone extension.  Dam to dam trail.  Access for everyone & for small 

craft, i.e. kayak. 
• More parks and recreational centers. 
• More parks or just leave it. 
• Improvements in trails and extensions. 
• Eastside Hwy. 
• Camping, fishing, wildlife & ducks. 
• New road from Fancher Heights. 
• More walks & trails, nice development along, people to enjoy. 
• I don’t know, swimming holes, parks and stuff like that. 
• Attractive development, parks, nice just the way it is. 
• No trash patrols. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
3/31/06 
 

• More access to the river rec. areas.  More garbage patrol. 
• A highway. 
• A playground for kids. 
• I would like to see more public places.  For example, more parks and walking 

trails. 
• I would like to see walking places and swimming pools, playground. 

 
What don’t you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 
10 years? 
 

• More buildings, boat launches, traffic (highways). 
• People not conserving environment, i.e., garbage. 
• Boat launches & developments. 
• Development from Rock Island to Rocky Reach. 
• Keeping it as clean as they do.  They are great! 
• Over development of shorelines, unkempt industrial buildings and such.  
• Diminished public spaces, commercial property on the river. 
• I would like to see a few areas along the Columbia cleaned up, like around 

Bridgeport. 
• Habitat removed, shoreline chopped up into homes. 
• Drugs. 
• Loitering, partying fights. 
• Big houses for rich people only. 
• No littering, no partying. 
• Too much commercial development. 
• Trails. 
• No roads.  Don’t need more roads/access.  No industry. 
• Blocking of view of the river! 
• 7-11, hotels, motels, etc. 
• Not too much to disturb nature.  No private docks. 
• No smokestacks. 
• Too much growth. 
• No trash along the river. 
• Places to camp and fish. 
• I don’t want to see the shorelines trashed. 
• I don’t want to see any garbage and no gangs. 

 
Additional comments? 
 

• Should be for everyone, not just private. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
3/31/06 
 

• I think this is a wonderful idea!  It’s nice to know that our input as a community 
counts! (:   

• Education about shoreline, people should pay something, they will respect the 
parks more if can’t afford someone to help in some way.   

• Our parks people are wonderful.  We need to give them praise. 
• Every time land goes private more loss of public access. 
• Concerned about Rocky Ridge Dam seems empty. Cliffs at Jamison Lake 

dangerous. 
• None. 
• Build up beautiful.  
• The shorelines to be done, so it blends into the natural environment. 
• I like your basket! 
• Please make the shoreline rules apply to meet Wenatchee resident needs rather 

than Seattle/coastal needs. 
 

East Wenatchee Mall 
4/01/06 
 
We Need Your Ideas!!! 
 
What do you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 10 
years? 
 

• Increase native shoreline plants & trees.  Increase public access to all shorelines.  
Increase the natural look of all shorelines.  Increase parks & recreation that 
includes wildlife. 

• Boat trips, parks, jet ski rentals. 
• Like parks, fishing. 
• Development – hotel, restaurant, recreation, condos, docks, access to river. 
• Golf, walking, controlled development. 
• Bridge, lighting. 
• More boat launches, more picnic areas. 
• Public recreation corridor, natural & wild habitat and spaces for wildlife, native 

shrub-steppe habitat, waterfowl.  Natural shoreline is a special commodity – Do 
not take up this space with industrial or commercial growth! 

• Parks, trails. 
• Parks, lakes. 
• Picnic, trails, water – like the way it is. 
• Fishing. 
• Camp grounds, bike trails. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
4/01/06 
 

• Bridge, Ferry (Lady of the Lake), girls, parks. 
• Pedestrian bridge next to black bridge Wenatchee (over-tracks) loop extend to 

Turtle Rock area.  Loop type of trail to Cashmere.  Camp sites at rock bland.  
Ramps or big park at Fancher Heights.  Concrete water slides (anything cool). 

• Transition from agriculture to recreation and residential with sensible setbacks of 
75-100.  Adequate public access for recreation.  1 acre minimum lot size except 
in larger, planned subdivision. 

• Waterfront restaurant, overnight place for boats.   
• Parks, trails, horse trails, accessibility for seniors – drive by portions. 
• Like trail, Banks Lake fishing, Riparian zones. 
• Parks, public access. 
• Only controlled residential development. 
• Love the parks, nice commercial. 
• Boat launches for public, well maintained parks, restaurants OK but use wise 

judgement. 
• More parks, OK development, control traffic. 
• Bridge at Entiat, good spot just above. 
• Leave the natural setting. 
• I think they should put more lights and restrooms on the East Wenatchee side of 

the trail.  Sometimes in the future extend it to Cashmere, Leavenworth area. 
• Swimming hole by old station by the sand hills, drinking fountains, cliff jumping, 

rope swing (swimming hole). 
• Wildlife, trail systems. 
• Happy with way it is. 
• Everyone be able to go to the shoreline. 
• Leave natural. 
• Like way it is.  Something for everyone in community. 
• Natural, walking trails. 
• Like sandy beach, more restaurants. 
• Pathway, more benches to rest. 
• Like to use trail. 
• Boat launch, more parks, more bathrooms & garbage cans. 
• Trails, parks & grass, Lincoln Rock, Rocky Reach Dam. 
• Trails, public access, viewing areas, point of interest, elevated platforms. 
• Some condos and restaurants, place where folks can kayak and canoe, bike trail 
• Paved trail, off-leash dog park, docks, pier, nice restaurant, paved park. 
• Natural preservation or parks. 
• Docks, marinas, restaurants, condos. 
• Parks, walking trail. 
• Walk the trail, really interesting and real asset to community.  Like the natural. 
• Nothing, leave it as it is. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
4/01/06 
 

• Boat access increased. 
• Mix of rec. and commercial. 
• More boating access & more trails for biking & walking. 
• Park, hydro park, Abadashan Bridge – updates- beautified, bathroom on this 

side. 
• Nature trail, access fishing, marina. 
• Like as is, natural areas. 
• Public access. 
• Riparian setback, ag. That has long term significance, designable specific rural 

areas for more intense development. 
• Fishing pits, Chief Jo & Brand’s Landing too crowded. 
• Park, boating, docks. 
• Quietness, swimming. 
• Bridge across from 5th, swimming beaches, clock, small place for snacks. 
• Arks, fishing, boating, development, safe equipment for kids. 
• Sandy beaches, cleaner water, swimming, walking. 
• Keep natural, preserving beauty. 
• Use of waterfront – don’t use. 
• Walk extended to ball parks, walk-in picnic area, center-line on trail, appropriate 

development within city limits. 
• Boat dock, moorage, no provision for boat tie-ups 
• Parks, orchards stay, tourism, bicycle path. 
• Trail from Rocky Reach connecting trail w/Wenatchee.  Continue trail to ride 

bikes on East side. 
• Place for folks who like viewpoint. 
• Water fountain on trail. 
• Bikes for people to use & return for the Apple Capital trail, like they do in 

Portland. 
• Protect riparian zones. 
• Extension of bike trail to Lincoln Park. 
 

What don’t you want to see along Douglas County Shorelines in the next 5 to 
10 years? 
 

• Minimally, condominiums, Big Box stores, resorts, motorized vehicles, catering to 
the wealthy “out of towners” like Lake Chelan. 

• No development @ cost of farmers. 
• No litter. 
• Rock mining. 
• Industrial. 
• No development/Suncove. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
4/01/06 
 

• Hill slides/rains/washouts – precautions. 
• Overbuilding, don’t plan huge trees that block view. 
• Less rocks, pollution. 
• Highway. 
• No commercial buildings. 
• Broken bottles, really dislike litter. 
• Develop but leave RV rec. areas alone. 
• Reserve irrigation right to ag. & not housing development. 
• No industry, large housing tracts. 
• No orchard land for housing, keep residential back. 
• More houses, more public access areas. 
• Less industrial. 
• No condos or homes or commercial businesses. 
• No more condos. 
• No more development. 
• No industrial. 
• Walmart. 
• No freeway, more natural. 
• No commercial buildings. 
• Commercial & residential development. 
• Don’t want to see farms pushed, not at cost to farmers. 
• Don’t garbage, especially plastic. 
• Only 2 bridges a problem. 
• Don’t want a lot of condos. 
• No condos, no office, no mini-malls. 
• No private development. 
• No houses by water. 
• Clean up garbage, clean up roots on trail for bikes and skateboards. 
• Industry. 
• Not a lot of housing on river. 
• Cost of paying for parks - $5. 
• A lot of houses. 
• No more new orchards. 
• Condos, shopping malls, big box stores, industrial complexes, packing sheds, 

anything high rise. 
• Less homes, no development if it cuts off public access. 
• High density development without a master plan.  Excessively large setbacks – 

the desert doesn’t know the river exists more than 50-100’ away.   
• Noisy boats, leave boats in designated areas. 
• Discourage seagulls. 
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East Wenatchee Mall 
4/01/06 
 

• No commercial development. 
• No more traffic. 
• Messy beaches at Hydro, better places for fish habitat. 
• Restaurants that overlook river. 
• Industry. 
• No $5.00 parking fee. 
• No industry – leave it public use. 
• Do not want to see trail extended, it’s a problem for orchardists – plenty of trails 

already. 
• Awesome opportunity or destination resort to bring in tourists. 

  
Additional comments? 
 

• The shorelines are very nice and it would be great to keep them that way.  They 
are one of the few assets that draw visitors to Douglas County. 

• Safety for kids. 
• Amphitheater down by river. 
• County should check adjacent property owners prior to putting up large signs. 
• Concerned about a lot of new housing on shoreline. 
• Support trail along river in East Wenatchee, less fighting between E. Wenatchee 

and Douglas County. 
• Try to make park benches more comfortable. 
• Parcels divided less than 5 acres not considered rural. 
• Shoreline habitat & wildlife should also be protected & left alone as much as 

possible. 
• Thanks for asking. 
• Have recycling cans for aluminum.  Sightseeing boats. 
• No criminal or drunk bums.  Campsite at Fish Lake, potholes.  Something 

overlook Wenatchee at the top of Badger.  Bike trail to crescent. 
• No Big Box store or commercial.  No more huge cement wall against river like at 

Fred Meyer w/huge parking.  
• Much of the shoreline area on the East Wenatchee side of the Columbia is owned 

by the DOT.  There is threat that this will be sold as “surplus”, possibly to private 
developers.  My hope is that this corridor will go to the public – e.g. State parks, 
or Douglas County. 

• Need to maintain Columbia R. water quality and minimize invasion of milfoil.   
• Get rid of special interest lawyers. 
 

 
 
 


