
19.10 Definitions 

19.10.140.5 Ecoregion 

- Ecoregions are defined using EPA’s Ecoregions of the Pacific Northwest Document No. 600/3-86/033 July 

1986 by Omernik and Gallant. The term ecoregions is used to define a mapped classification of the ecosystem 

regions of the United States. Ecoregions are generally considered to be regions of relative homogeneity in 

ecological systems or in relationships between organisms and their environments. In general, ecoregions have 

a distinct composition and distribution of plant and animal species. 

19.10.182 Frequently flooded area 

- Frequently flooded areas are lands in the flood plain subject to at least a one percent or greater chance of 

flooding in any given year, or within areas subject to flooding due to high groundwater. These areas include, 

but are not limited to, streams, rivers, lakes, coastal areas, wetlands, and areas where high groundwater forms 

ponds on the ground surface. 

19.10.545.5 Type F Water 

- Type F Water means segments of natural waters other than Type S Waters, which are within the bankfull 

widths of defined channels and periodically inundated areas of their associated wetlands, or within lakes, 

ponds, or impoundments having a surface area of 0.5 acre or greater at seasonal low water and which in any 

case contain fish habitat or are described by one of the following four categories: 

(a) Waters, which are diverted for domestic use by more than 10 residential or camping units or by a public 

accommodation facility licensed to serve more than 10 persons, where such diversion is determined by the 

department to be a valid appropriation of water and the only practical water source for such users. Such waters 

shall be considered to be Type F Water upstream from the point of such diversion for 1,500 feet or until the 

drainage area is reduced by 50 percent, whichever is less; 

(b) Waters, which are diverted for use by federal, state, tribal or private fish hatcheries. Such waters shall be 

considered Type F Water upstream from the point of diversion for 1,500 feet, including tributaries if highly 

significant for protection of downstream water quality. The department may allow additional harvest beyond the 

requirements of Type F Water designation provided the department determines after a landowner-requested 

on-site assessment by the department of fish and wildlife, department of ecology, the affected tribes and 

interested parties that: 

(i) The management practices proposed by the landowner will adequately protect water quality for the fish 

hatchery; and 

(ii) Such additional harvest meets the requirements of the water type designation that would apply in the 

absence of the hatchery; 

(c) Waters, which are within a federal, state, local, or private campground having more than 10 camping units: 

Provided, That the water shall not be considered to enter a campground until it reaches the boundary of the 

park lands available for public use and comes within 100 feet of a camping unit, trail or other park 

improvement; 

(d) Riverine ponds, wall-based channels, and other channel features that are used by fish for off-channel 

habitat. These areas are critical to the maintenance of optimum survival of fish. This habitat shall be identified 

based on the following criteria: 

(i) The site must be connected to a fish habitat stream and accessible during some period of the year; and 



(ii) The off-channel water must be accessible to fish. 

19.10.546 Type Np Water 

- Type Np Water means all segments of natural waters within the bankfull width of defined channels that are 

perennial nonfish habitat streams. Perennial streams are flowing waters that do not go dry any time of a year of 

normal rainfall and include the intermittent dry portions of the perennial channel below the uppermost point of 

perennial flow. 

19.10.546.3 Type Ns Water 

- Type Ns Water means all segments of natural waters within the bankfull width of the defined channels that are 

not Type S, F, or Np Waters. These are seasonal, nonfish habitat streams in which surface flow is not present 

for at least some portion of a year of normal rainfall and are not located downstream from any stream reach 

that is a Type Np Water. Ns Waters must be physically connected by an above-ground channel system to Type 

S, F, or Np Waters. 

19.10.546.5 Type S Water 

- Type S Water means all waters, within their bankfull width, as inventoried as “shorelines of the state” under 

chapter 90.58 RCW and the rules promulgated pursuant to chapter 90.58 RCW including periodically inundated 

areas of their associated wetlands. 

19.10.580 Wetlands 

- Wetlands are those areas in the City of Burien, designated in accordance with the Washington State Wetland 

Identification and Delineation Manual, as required by RCW 36.70A.175 (Ecology Publication #96-94). Wetlands 

are defined as those areas that are inundated or saturated, by ground or surface water at a frequency and 

duration sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances to support, a prevalence of vegetation typically 

adopted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar 

areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland sites, including, 

but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater 

treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape amenities, or those wetlands created after July 1, 1990, that 

were unintentionally created as a result of the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetlands may include 

those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland areas to mitigate the conversion of wetlands. 

For identifying and delineating a wetland, local government shall use the Washington State Wetland 

Identification and Delineation Manual.approved federal wetland delineation manual and applicable regional 

supplements. 


