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CITY OF MEDICAL LAKE, WASHINGTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 480 NOV J 3 2012 

A RESOLUTION, approving revisions made to the City's 
Shoreline Master Program. The revisions consists of a 
Restoration Plan, recommendations to the text suggested 
by the Department of Ecology, and the Washington State 
Shoreline Master Program Submittal Checklist 

WHEREAS, in 2000 the State Legislature adopted several amendments to the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971 which included a requirement that all cities and counties update their 
Shoreline Master Programs to place more emphasis on protection and enhancement of shoreline 
ecological functions and processes, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Shoreline Master Program is to implement the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971 and supporting amendments, which are based on the philosophy that 
the shorelines of the state are among the most valuable and fragile of its natural resources, and 
there is great concern throughout the state relating to their utilization, protection, restoration and 
preservation, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the City of Medical Lake's Shoreline Master Program is to 
explore and discuss the ecological systems in and around the City's shorelines and to present a 
regulatory framework managing development of land along those shorelines in a manner 
consistent with the Department of Ecology's guidelines and the City's Comprehensive Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the City Medical Lake's revised Shoreline Master Plan shall contain all of 
the necessary studies, amendments and restoration requirements set forth by the Department of 
Ecology; a system to classify shoreline areas into specific environmental designations based on 
existing use patterns; and the biological and physical character of the shorelines of Medical Lake, 
West Medical Lake and Silver Lake, and 

WHEREAS, prior to adoption of this amended Master Program the City has given 
notice to owners of shoreline property and the general public of public meetings to discuss and 
review the City's revised Shoreline Master Program and afford an opportunity for any person or 
organization to express an opposing view. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council ofthe City of Medical Lake hereby resolves: 

1. The City's revised Shoreline Master Program, containing revisions suggested by the 
Washington State Department of Ecology, be approved and designated as Chapter 12 of 
the City's Comprehensive Plan. 

2. After receiving approval by the Department of Ecology the revised plan will be placed 
before City Council for fmal approval by ordinance. 
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WHEREAS, in 2000 the State Legislature adopted several amendments to the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971 which included a requirement that all cities and counties update 
their Shoreline Master Programs to place more emphasis on protection and enhancement 
of shoreline ecological functions and processes, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Shoreline Master Program is to implement the Shoreline 
Management Act of 1971 and supporting amendments, which are based on the 
philosophy that the shorelines of the state are among the most valuable and fragile of its 
natural resources, and there is great concern throughout the state relating to their 
utilization, protection, restoration and preservation, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the City of Medical Lake's Shoreline Master Program is to 
explore and discuss the ecological systems in and around the City's shorelines and to 
present a regulatory framework managing development of land along those shorelines in 
a manner consistent with the Department of Ecology's guidelines and the City's 
Comprehensive Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Medical Lake's Shoreline Master Plan shall contain a system to 
classify shoreline areas into specific environmental designations, and 

WHEREAS, this classification system shall be based on the existing use pattern, the biological 
and physical character of the shorelines of Medical Lake and identified shorelines of West 
Medical Lake and Silver Lake, and 

WHEREAS, prior to adoption of this master program the City has given notice to owners of 
shoreline property and the general public of public meetings to discuss and review the City' s 
Shoreline Master Program and afford equal opportunity for any person to express an opposing 
view. 

NOW, THE CITY OF MEDICAL LAKE, does establish an administrative system designed to 
assign responsibilities for implementation of a "SHORELINE ENHANCEMENT OVERLAY 
DISTRICT" and shoreline permit review for the City to prescribe an orderly process by which to 
review proposals and permit applications which ensures all persons affected are treated in a fair 
and equitable manner 
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SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM 

Executive Summary: The 1971 Washington State Legislature found that shorelines of the state 
were among the most valuable and fragile of its natural resources. It also found that there was 
great concern throughout the state with regards to their utilization, protection, restoration and 
preservation. With those concerns they passed the Shoreline Management Act (SMA) of 1971 
and ratified by the people at the general election in November, 1972. This piece of legislature 
required cities and counties to consider land-use practices and their effects on surface waters 
within 200 feet of the ordinary high-water mark. Each city and county was required to write a 
Shoreline Master Plan, based on Washington State Department of Ecology guidelines. These 
plans indicate how shorelines will be used and developed and include regulations to ensure 
compliance. In 2004 the Department of Ecology issued new guidance to the Act, and many of the 
original plans are undergoing a major revision, including Medical Lake's. The new guidance has 
ambitious goals. Shoreline Master Plans are to include policies and regulations designed to 
achieve a no net loss of shoreline ecological functions and provide for the restoration mitigation 
for shorelines in which their ecological functions have been impaired. 

The basic intent of the law is to protect the public interest in the state's shorelines by coordinated 
planning while at the same time recognizing and protecting private property rights that are 
consistent with the public interest. The policies of the Act are directed to public use and 
enjoyment of shorelines while integrating principles of environmental preservation and 
restoration. Uses of the shorelines of the state must be designed and conducted in a manner, 
which will protect against adverse effects to the public health, the land and its vegetation and 
wildlife, while also protecting the waters of the state and their aquatic life. The shorelines of the 
state are defined by state law and in the City of Medical Lake include all land within 200 feet of 
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