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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background and Purpose

The City of Pasco (City) is in the process of updating its Shoreline Master Program (SMP).
The City received grant funding from the Washington State Department of Ecology
(Ecology) to develop an updated SMP. A primary purpose of this effort is to update the SMP
to comply with Chapter 90.58 Revised Code of Washington (RCW), the Shoreline
Management Act (SMA), and Ecology’s 2003 Shoreline Master Program Guidelines

(Chapter 173-26 Washington Administrative Code [WAC]).

The Inventory, A'nalysis, and Characterization Report provides a technical foundation for the
SMP update. This report includes a discussion of the setting and ecosystem-wide processes
that influence ecological functions within the City’s shorelines. The report also addresses
alterations based on existing land use patterns and future potential development within the
shoreline jurisdiction area. Inventory, analysis, and characterization tables summarizing

conditions by reach are provided in Appendix A. A map folio is provided in Appendix B.

The guidelines require the City to demonstrate that the SMP will result in no net loss to
shoreline ecological functions during implementation. This report will serve to describe the
existing baseline conditions of shoreline ecological function. An associated Shoreline
Restoration and Protection Plan and a Cumulative Impacts Analysis report will follow
development of the draft program and code elements. The Cumulative Impacts Analysis
report will demonstrate how future development under the proposed SMP will result in no
net loss of shoreline ecological function. The restoration measures described in the Shoreline
Restoration and Protection Plan could be implemented to improve shoreline ecological

functions beyond existing conditions.

1.2 Report Organization

The report is organized in the following sections:

o Regulatory Overview — Describes the SMA; local, state, and federal regulations, and

cultural resource considerations.
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o Shoreline Jurisdiction Analysis — Reviews the data and analysis used to determine the
shoreline jurisdiction waterbodies and extents of the SMA shoreline jurisdiction.

o City of Pasco Inventory — Provides a description of the project area, including
ownership and land cover characteristics, land use and SMP environment
designations, geology, climate, surface water resources, water quality, floodplains and
floodways, channel migration zones, groundwater resources, geologic hazards, and
cultural resources characteristics.

e Shoreline Analysis and Characterization — Describes the ecosystem processes and the
level to which they are currently functioning, impaired, or altered. The processes
most critical to ecological functions are described for the Columbia and Snake rivers.
Also included is a review of the reach characterization methods and an overview of
the inventory, analysis, and characterization tables included in Appendix A. This
section also provides an overview of the future land use and development potential
analysis, which identify developable residential, commercial, and industrial lands
within the City.

o Public Access — Identifies existing public access goals and policies.

e Information Sources, Assumptions, and Limitations — are also described.
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