Mark Schaffel
Northwest Shellfish Co., Inc.
6812 Munson Rd., SW
Olympia, WA 98512
360.866.2643

Nov. 1, 2010

Ms. Cedar Bouta

WA Dept. of Ecology- SEA Program
P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Dear Ms. Bouta,

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed final draft Shoreline
Guidelines WAC 173-26.

In general, your proposed draft both shocks and appalls me. It seems to ignore the
direction and intent of both SHB 2220 and of the SARC recommendations. It also
signifies a radical change in state policy regarding the importance of shellfish aquaculture
as a sustainable economic practice and as a force for promoting clean, healthy estuarine
ecosystems. The proposal put forth by your department would greatly hinder shellfish
aquaculture in this state. It would be particularly hard on small farms.

There are many specific flaws with your proposed document. I have read the letter
submitted by Peter Downey (dated Oct. 25, 2010) and agree with all his specific points.
It boggles my mind that recreation would have a higher priority than farming on private
tidelands. Are you suggesting that importing Jet Skis and blasting around the bay is
better than growing food in a sustainable manner?

You propose that commercial shellfish should not be deemed “critical saltwater habitat”.
It IS critical salt water habitat, and should be deemed as such. Any visit to a shellfish
farm will verify that. My farms are teeming with life, all of it important to the ecosystem,
The shellfish I grow both filter the water and provide substrate for marine organisms,

Shelifish farmers provide important manpower in the fight to protect and clean our
marine waters. Find a bay with commercial shellfish farms, and you will find a clean bay
with staunch advocates. Your proposed guidelines would make it much harder for
present shellfish farms to continue or to grow. Your proposed guidelines would make it
almost impossible for a small new farm to start up. We need more farms. We need more
people who can make a living from the bays. Shellfish farming jobs can’t be shipped
overseas.
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Making someone get a conditional use permit every 5 years is a joke. No farm could
survive that. The current federal permits provide plenty of scientific oversight to the
process. It seems like your department is treating shelifish farming like it is uranium
mining. There is a large amount of scientific data that clearly shows that shellfish
farming has a net positive affect on the environment. If you add the economic and
cultural aspects to it, having a healthy, vibrant shellfish industry would be a huge boon to
Puget Sound and to the rest of the states marine waters.

I could go on, but what’s the point. Again, I suggest you read Peter Downey’s letter, and
the one that will be submitted by PCSGA. Those will offer detailed issues and remedies.

In closing, I have to wonder why your department went so far on its recommendations.
In these current times, it seems to me that sustainable, local farms should be encouraged,
not thwarted. This whole process was initiated by a small group of shoreline property
owners who oppose shellfish farming because it results in people working in their view
sheds. The shellfish farms they oppose are far better for the bay than are their homes,
septic fields and bulkheads.

Sincerely,
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Mark Schaffél



