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Don’t it always seem to go, 

That you don’t know what you’ve got 

til it’s gone… 

-- JONI MITCHELL 

 

Gig Harbor 
 





G i g    H a r b o r  



  1840-Discovered by Captain Charles Wilkes 
during the first U.S. government led 
exploration of Puget Sound 

  
 1867-Croatian fisherman Samuel Jerisich 

establishes homestead in Gig Harbor and 
starts commercial fishing operations 
 

 1888 platted by Alfred M. Burnham 



 1940-1st Narrows Bridge constructed & opens 
 
 1940-1st Narrows Bridge collaspes 

 
 1946-City of Gig Harbor incorporated 

 
 1950-2nd Narrows Bridge opens 

 
 2013-City & Ecology adopt updated Shoreline 

Master Program per WAC 173-26 





G I G   H A R B O R  1 9 4 0 ‘ s  –  5 0 ‘ s 
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 WAC 173-26-211addresses the Shoreline Master 
Program Shoreline Environmental Designation 
(SED) “system” 
 

 WAC 173-26-211(4)(c) addresses the use of 
“alternative” SED systems-city’s Inventory & 
Characterization Report provides basis for SED 
 

 The Historic Working Waterfront SED is one of 6 
SED’s under the Gig Harbor Shoreline Master 
Program 



Historic  Working 
Waterfront 

City Waterfront 

Low Intensity 

Natural  

Urban Conservancy 

Marine Deepwater 

and 
 



 Purpose:  To recognize and preserve two of 
Gig Harbor’s most notable historic industries; 
commercial fishing & boatbuilding 
 

 Preferred Use:  Commercial fishing 
services/moorage & boatbuilding 
 

 Permitted Uses:  water-dependent uses 
waterward of OHWM;  water-oriented & non-
water oriented uses landward of OHWM 



 Conditional Use:  water-related and water-
enjoyment uses waterward of OHWM in 
existing structures 

  
 Conditional Use:  non-water oriented uses 

waterward of OHWM in existing structures for 
properties on city’s Historic Register 





V I E W  O F  F I S H I N G  V E S S E L S  I N  T H E  C O V E  
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H I S T O R I C   W O R K I N G   W A T E R F R O N T   D E S I G N A T I O N 



H I S T O R I C   W O R K I N G   W A T E R F R O N T   D E S I G N A T I O N 

1 
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3 4 5 6 
Eddon Boat 





G I G    H A R B O R   –   P L A Y Z O N E 

2004: 

Eddon Boat Park Purchase 

















 



 



 





 17 historic net shed structures remain 
 

 6 privately-owned and actively used for 
commercial fishing 
 

 2 publicly-owned by city (Skansie Net Shed & 
Ancich Net Shed) 
 

 Remaining have been or are in the process of 
being converted to non-water dependent use 



C  I  T  Y     O  F     G  I  G     H  A  R  B  O  R     --     S  E  P  T  E  M  B  E  R       2 7 ,     2  0  1  0 

2 0 1 0 

N E T S H E D    

S U R V E Y 



G I L I C H  /  B L A I R – M O L L E R  N E T S H E D 

 



B U J A C I C I C H  N E T S H E D 



A N C I C H    ( City of Gig Harbor)  N E T S H E D 



P U R A T I C H  N E T S H E D 



S T A N I C H   ( E L L S W O R T H – T H O R N T O N )  N E T S H E D 



S K A N S I E   B R O T H E R S   P A R K  





S K A N S I E   B R O T H E R S  N E T S H E D 



Don’t it always seem to go, 

That you don’t know what you’ve got 

til it’s gone… 

-- JONI MITCHELL 

 



S K A N S I E   ( M O R R I S )   N E T S H E D 



M O J E A N   /   T A R A B O C H I A  N E T S H E D 



 WAC 173-26-221(1) addresses Archeological 
and Historic Resources 

 
 City’s Shoreline Inventory & Characterization 

Report addressed historic net sheds and 
other historic resources within city shoreline 
jurisdiction 



 Non-water oriented uses may be allowed per 
following criteria: 
◦ SCUP required 
◦ Demonstration that water-oriented use is no longer 

economically viable 
◦ Property has been listed on city Register of Historic 

Places 
◦ CZA required and recorded on title 
◦ Shall provide ecological restoration 
◦ No expansion of net shed footprint or increase in height 
◦ Residential use allowed as extension of existing SF 

dwelling on uplands-no sleeping accommodations 
allowed 



 



 



 



 



 



I V A N O V I C H  N E T S H E D 
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