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Overview 

• Shoreline Management Act 
• Shoreline Master Program Guidelines 
• SMA-GMA relationship 
• State-local partnership 
• SMP planning process 
• Always on your mind 
• Basic practices 
• Resources 
 



Shoreline jurisdiction 



SMA policy (RCW 90.58.020) 

Environmental protection 
 



SMA policy (RCW 90.58.020) 
 

Water-oriented uses 
 



SMA policy (RCW 90.58.020) 

Public access 



State-local partnership 

• Local government 
 
• Develop the SMP and keep it current 

 
• Administer and enforce the SMP 



State-local partnership 

• State (Ecology) role: 
 
• Provide technical assistance & support to 

local government (including $) 
 

• Review and approve SMPs  
 

• Approve shoreline CUPs and variances  
 



Shoreline Management Act 
   RCW 90.58 

 
Ratified by voters in 1972 

“The department shall periodically review and adopt 
guidelines …for development of master programs…” 

Shoreline Master Program Guidelines 2003 
 
Endorsed by trade, 
environmental and 
government groups 
statewide 
 



Shoreline Master Program 
 
•Policies 
 

•Regulations 
 

•Environment  
designations 
 

Comprehensive 
Plan 
 
•Other policies 
 

•SMP Policies 

Development 
regulations  
 
•Other regulations 
 
•SMP regulations 
 

•Environment 
designations 

GMA-SMA Relationship 



Your mission 



Phase 1 

• Preliminary 
shoreline 
jurisdiction 

• Public 
participation 
plan 



Phase 2 

Shoreline inventory and characterization 



Phase 3 

• Environment 
designations 

• Policies and 
regulations 

• Cumulative 
impacts 
analysis 

Land uses along the Okanogan River. 



Phase 4 

• Restoration 
Plan 

• Revise 
Phase 3 
products, if 
needed 

Restoration project on the Pend Oreille River.  



Phase 5 

• Local approval – lots to do! 
– Get SMP to Ecology for 

informal review 
– Complete SEPA work 
– Send 60-day notice to 

Commerce (GMA) 
– Hold public hearing 
– Respond to public comments 
– Adopt SMP and send to Ecology Crosscut.com photo 

 



Phase 6  

• Ecology review and approval 
 

– Consistency with SMA policies 
 

– Consistency with guidelines requirements 
 

– Fulfillment of required public involvement process  
 

– Early and continuous public involvement  
 

 



Always on your mind 

• No net loss of shoreline ecological functions 
 

• Cumulative impacts analysis 
 

• Critical areas 



Basic practices 

• Scope the project 
– Existing policies and 

regulations 
– Inventory and 

characterization 



Basic practices 

• Keep no net loss standard in mind 



Basic practices 

• Plan for preferred uses 



Basic practices 

• Manage consultant contracts 
– Consistent with SMP Guidelines 
– Reflect grant contract with Ecology 
– Review consultant work before sending to Ecology 

 



Basic practices 

• Build a good 
record 
– Keep track of 

progress 
– Helps with review 
– Useful if SMP is 

appealed 
– Keep up-to-date as 

you go 

 
 
 

Cornerstone Technologies photo 



Resources 

• People 
• Reports, plans, studies, other SMPs, SMP 

Handbook… 



Shoreline Planners Toolbox 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/shorelines/smp/toolbox.html 



Data pages 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sma/data/index.html 



Laws, rules and cases 

• Case law 
– Washington Supreme Court decisions – land use 
– Washington Appellate Court decisions – land use 

• Legal research sites 
– Federal – 9th Circuit 
– State – Attorney General opinions, Washington 

courts 
– Municipal Research & Services Center 

 
 
 



Training & outreach 

• SMP Update class-CTP 
• Planners coordination 

meetings 
• Focus and fact sheets 
• FAQs 
• Presentations on SMA 

and SMP updates 

 



Outreach materials 

Focus and fact sheets, FAQs  





betty.renkor@ecy.wa.gov 
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