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A preview of the soon-to-be released 
document:

Protection of Marine Riparian Functions in 
Puget Sound, Washington



Protection of Marine Riparian Functions 
in Puget Sound, Washington

 Produced by Washington Sea Grant under contract to 
WDFW & guided by subcommittee of interagency Aquatic 
Habitat Guidelines (AHG) Working Group 

 Informed by Technical Workshop convened 11/19/2008

 Reviewed by state agencies through AHG Working Group

 Reviewed by local and tribal scientists



Protection of Marine Riparian Functions 
in Puget Sound, Washington
Contains a literature 
review and synthesis of 
scientific and technical 
information on riparian 
areas and summarizes 
recommendations to help 
protect marine riparian 
functions from typical 
types of human activities. 



Contents
 Introduction

 Description of the 
methodology used to 
compile information

 Overview of the importance 
of marine riparian areas

 Overview of physical and 
ecological attributes of 
Puget Sound shorelines



Contents (continued)
 Description of the seven riparian 

functions selected for review and 
recommendations for protecting 
these functions

 Description of impacts to riparian 
functions from activities 
associated with urbanization, 
agriculture and forest practices

 Summary of recommendations to 
protect and minimize disturbance 
to marine riparian functions



The document is focused on the 
following seven riparian functions: 

 Water quality

 Fine sediment control 

 Shade/microclimate 

 Large woody debris (LWD)

 Litter fall/allochthanous
inputs

 Wildlife

 Hydrology/slope stability



Appendices
Table showing summary of buffer recommendations for 

each buffer function from selected review documents. 

 Study

 Year

 Study type

 Basis for Buffer Recommendation

 Buffer Composition

 Buffer Range

 Minimum Buffer Width Recommendation

 Key comments and findings



Appendices (continued)

 Summary table of buffer width recommendations from 
reviewed literature

 Table showing literature summary documenting the 
impacts of urbanization, agriculture, and forest practices 

on riparian functions

 Marine Riparian Technical Review Workshop Proceedings 



All this (and more!) 
will be available soon 
on the web at:



http://wdfw.wa.gov/hab/ahg/



Questions?

 Dr. Kathy Taylor, Department 
of Ecology 360-407-7125 
Kathy.Taylor@ecy.wa.gov

 Dr. Tim Quinn, Department of 
Fish and Wildlife   

360-902-2414  
Timothy.Quinn@ecy.wa.gov
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