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Outline
1) Public Access Model: Oregon

2) Finding and Mapping Washington’s public shorelines

3) Field validation of public access shorelines

4) Defining and Characterizing public access shorelines

5) Final Products and their uses

6) Updating and expanding SMP guidance on Public Access
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Field Validate public access sites from 
ShoreZone maps.



Field Validate public access sites from 
ShoreZone maps.



Identify and map actual 
access POINTS
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Benches, View points, Interpretive signs… Restrooms, Drinking water, ADA features…

Picnic, BBQ, Camping facilities…Hiking, Walking, Biking trails…
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Public Road Ends



Public 
•Docks 
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•Boat launches
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Back in the cube.





Final Products:

• GIS map layer

•Geographic distribution / distance between public access sites.

•Census data

•Public transportation routes

•Restoration projects 

•Sea level rise

•Water quality data and beach closure information

•Loss or creation of public access over time

•Updated over time with input from local jurisdictions.
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Final Products:

• GIS map layer for Washington coastal Atlas

• Public Access Search Tool
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Review and User Testing Prior to 
Sept. 2010



Example of Current Data Use

• Thurston County





Example of Current Data Use

• Thurston County

• Vashon LEED home certification





Vashon Example





Example of Current Data Use:

• Thurston County

• Vashon LEED home certification

Future and Potential Uses:

• Inventory & Characterization.
• Delineating public access distribution, gaps, 

priority areas.

• Comprehensive Public Access Plan development.
• Many more uses throughout the non-planning 

sectors.



• Working with SMP policy team to update public access 
guidance.

SMP Guidance Update

• Seeking examples of Comprehensive Public Access Plans. 

• Looking at:
- King County
- TumOlyLacey
- Enumclaw
- Everett



Questions?





Public Shore Sign???



Grays Harbor, WA September 10, 2009



Marine Shoreline Mileage by Region1

Total Puget Sound Outer Coast
Strait of Juan de 

Fuca
Hood Canal

3067 2027 591 197 252

Marine Shoreline Public Access Mileage by Region2

Marine 
Shoreline Regions

Length of Marine 
Shoreline Public 
Access (miles)

% of Regional 
Shoreline with 
Public Access

% of Total Marine 
Shoreline with 
Public Access

# of Individual 
Public Access Sites

Puget Sound 612 30% 20% 921

Outer Coast 368 62% 12% 158

Strait of Juan de 
Fuca

113 57% 4% 71

Hood Canal 43 17% 1% 81

Total 1136 NA 37% 1231
1Nearshore Habitat Program. 2001. The Washington State ShoreZone Inventory. Washington State Department of Natural Resources, Olympia, WA.

2WA Department of Ecology Marine Shoreline Public Access Project, 2008.  GIS layer and metadata are  available at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/services/gis/data/data.htm.



Reaching the Shore: Adding public access information to the Washington coastal atlas
Shoreline public access is one of three broad priorities of the Shoreline Management Act, which is implemented through local 
Shoreline Master Programs (SMPs).  These local SMPs are required to be updated on a regular basis.  The Department of 
Ecology seeks to support local governments in their efforts to create new public access opportunities while improving and avoiding 
the loss of existing shoreline public access resources. To accomplish this, Ecology will provide a detailed, highly accurate account 
of all public beach access locations along Washington’s marine shorelines and associated information (e.g. parking, ADA 
accessibility, etc) regarding these locations.  Access to these data and information will allow local shoreline planners to easily 
locate, track, and analyze existing public access within their shoreline jurisdiction.  By providing updated information about the 
quantity, quality and distribution of shoreline public access sites this data set directly supports the inventory and analysis phase of 
the SMP update process. By helping to identify potential public access gaps and priority areas, the data inform the optional, but 
highly recommended task of developing a Comprehensive Public Access Plan as part of the local SMP.  
The data will be available on Ecology’s Washington Coastal Atlas website and will provide shoreline access data to a diverse user 
groups in three formats (1) a coastal atlas map layer (2) a downloadable GIS data layer and (3) via the Public Access Search Tool.  
All formats will direct users to valuable information pertaining to Washington’s public beach access locations including 
characteristic information such as access availability, type, presence of man-made and natural features and services and activities 
available at each location. Supplemental data will be provided including aerial photos, ground photos, facility data, and other 
contextual information.
The map and search tool represent a significant update to Ecology’s Washington Public Shore Guide book (Scott and Reuling, 
1986) and uses GPS and GIS technology to make the data more accurate, more dynamic and more widely available.

Marine Shoreline Mileage by Region1

Total Puget Sound Outer Coast Strait of Juan de Fuca Hood Canal

3067 2027 591 197 252

Marine Shoreline Public Access Mileage by Region2

Marine 
Shoreline Regions

Length of Marine Shoreline Public 
Access (miles)

% of Regional Shoreline with 
Public Access

% of Total Shoreline 
Public Access represented

# of Individual Public Access Sites

Puget Sound 612 30% 20% 921

Outer Coast 368 62% 12% 158

Strait of Juan de Fuca 113 57% 4% 71

Hood Canal 43 17% 1% 81

Total 1136 NA 37% 1231

1Nearshore Habitat Program. 2001. The Washington State ShoreZone Inventory. Washington State Department of Natural Resources, Olympia, WA.

2WA Department of Ecology Marine Shoreline Public Access Project, 2008.  GIS layer and metadata are  available at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/services/gis/data/data.htm.





SMAG Presentation
“Reaching the Shore”: Adding Marine Shoreline Public Access Information to the WCA

STATUS UPDATE

•Update on development of the GIS layer and the Public Access search tool to be hosted on WCA.
Brief Outline of Project & Timeline (PA = One of the 3 pillars of SMA)

- Oregon’s Atlas and Public Access tool
- Honing in on WA’s publicly accessible shorelines: ShoreZone MS-PAP  Field Verification & access points
- Field work: Heading out to identify the actual ACCESS POINTS to those public shorelines. 
- GPS: Trimble’s accuracy and data dictionary feature – collection of attribute information
- Identifying AMENITIES & ACTIVITIES
- Categorizing Access: Formal, Informal, OPW, PUBRD, DOCKS/PIERS/LAUNCHES/MARINAS
- Photo Catalog: Actual access point, natural and man-made features for the web page
- Each point will represent an informational report on that site – see it by clicking the point on the MAP LAYEROR
- Use the handy SEARCH TOOL to find access points that meet certain specified criteria.
- Completed Counties include: Island, Kitsap, Grays Harbor, Mason, Thurston, Pierce (1/2 way!!)

•Examples of use so far:
•Per their request we’ve provided the completed Thurston county public access layer to the Thurston Co. GIS dept. to use in SMP update 
(inventory and characterization, inventory of public access, analysis of public access gaps and prirorities). (Ideal application!)

•Seattle architect inquiry about public beach access within ½ mile of a project on Vashon Is. (for a possible “point” in 
USGreenBuildingCouncil LEED for Homes checklist.

•Next working on map files for Thurston co.

•Eventually planners (and others) can go straight to the Atlas to get all this information at the county level.
• BRIEFLY: Current work with Betty on the SMP guidance update:

•Brief timeline of the public access component
•Development and upgrade of Comprehensive Public Access Plan guidance
Feedback from regional planners (Joe, Doug)
Lack of current guidance on this pathway (as opposed to the prescriptive pathway)
Seeking examples of model Comprehensive Public Access plans from various sizes of local gov. (e.g. King County, TumOlyLacey, 
Enumclaw, Everett).

•How can this information be of use to local governments???
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