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Bulkheads exempt from SDP

* “Construction of normal
protective bulkhead
common to single family

residences.” (RCW
90.58.030(3)(e)
* Bulkheads must comply

with regulations and
design standards in SMP &

the SMA, even if exempt.
Putman v. Carroll, 13
Wn. App. 201, 204 (1975)
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Criteria for exemption
WAC 173-27-040(2)(c)

* Necessary to protect existing SFR &
appurtenant structures from erosion.

* Consistent with SMA & SMP.

* At or landward of the OHWM.

* Not for purpose of creating dry land.
* If no SFR exists, bulkhead is not exempt.




SMP - Cumulative impacts analysis

* Analyze total predictable
incremental effect on
shoreline functions.

* Include impact of
bulkheads, even if
exempt.

* Project amount of new
and replacement

bulkheads.

* Mitigation? Achieve no
net loss?
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SMA and Guidelines

* SMP must include standards regarding protection
of SFR against damage or loss due to shoreline
erosion. RCW 90.58.100(6)

* SMPs should allow structural shoreline
modifications only where necessary to protect
allowed primary structure. WAC 173-26-231(2)

* SMPS must address shoreline stabilization and
new and replacement structures. WAC 173-26-
231(3)(a)(iii)



Guidelines

* Existing primary structure

must be in danger from
erosion caused by tidal
action, currents or waves, not
upland erosion.

Danger must be documented
by geotech analysis showing
damage is likely within 3
years.

Existing bulkhead may be
replaced if there is
demonstrated need to protect
principal structures.



SMPs

* May require CUP or variance for new bulkheads.
* Can prohibit bulkheads.
* Can require softshore protection as alternative to

bulkheads.

* Can set criteria for replacement bulkheads.




