
Permit Options for Permit Options for 
addressing Avoidance and addressing Avoidance and 

Minimization using a Minimization using a 
Landscape ApproachLandscape Approach



GoalGoal

Not getting bogged down with Not getting bogged down with 
impacts to low quality wetlandsimpacts to low quality wetlands

Achieving high quality and important Achieving high quality and important 
restoration restoration 

Protecting the highest quality Protecting the highest quality 
wetlands and most important wetlands and most important 
restoration alternativesrestoration alternatives



IssuesIssues

Early identification of areas that Early identification of areas that 
provide better environmental gainprovide better environmental gain

PrePre--decisional guaranteesdecisional guarantees

Level of predictability for applicants Level of predictability for applicants 
regarding allowable impacts and regarding allowable impacts and 
where mitigation is appropriate be where mitigation is appropriate be 
accomplishedaccomplished



OptionsOptions

Regional General PermitRegional General Permit
–– Permit issued for similar activities within Permit issued for similar activities within 

designated areadesignated area
–– Corps administers permitCorps administers permit

Programmatic General PermitProgrammatic General Permit
–– Permit issued for similar activities within Permit issued for similar activities within 

boundaries of state or local regulatory programboundaries of state or local regulatory program
–– State/local program administers permit State/local program administers permit 
–– Corps retains oversight (often via reporting)Corps retains oversight (often via reporting)



ProsPros
Can implement watershedCan implement watershed--based based 
management planmanagement plan
Early ESA/Section 106 consultationEarly ESA/Section 106 consultation
Integration with mitigation programsIntegration with mitigation programs
–– Can be used to help implement ILFCan be used to help implement ILF

Alternatives analysis completed on Alternatives analysis completed on 
programmatic levelprogrammatic level
PGP reduces duplication of effortsPGP reduces duplication of efforts



HurdlesHurdles

Time needed to develop general Time needed to develop general 
permitspermits
Identifying suitable Identifying suitable ““similar activitiessimilar activities””
adequate to provide streamlined adequate to provide streamlined 
processprocess
Level of information necessaryLevel of information necessary
–– Can areas of jurisdiction be identified Can areas of jurisdiction be identified 

with remote methods or is delineation with remote methods or is delineation 
needed?needed?



Section 106/Tribal and Section 106/Tribal and 
ESA HurdlesESA Hurdles

Consultations need site specific Consultations need site specific 
informationinformation
– Identify specific resources/areas to be 

protected and resources/areas likely to 
be impacted

– Identify impacts to resources/areas

Tribal trust responsibilities may not Tribal trust responsibilities may not 
be able to be addressedbe able to be addressed



Information needsInformation needs

Landscape or watershed assessment Landscape or watershed assessment 
needed to determine:needed to determine:
–– Sending and receiving areasSending and receiving areas
–– Areas not appropriate for developmentAreas not appropriate for development
–– Areas important for restorationAreas important for restoration
–– Areas where impacts are likely to be Areas where impacts are likely to be 

authorizedauthorized





What do we need to complete What do we need to complete 
RGP or PGP?RGP or PGP?

Landscape CharacterizationLandscape Characterization
Known world on impacts covered Known world on impacts covered 
under general permitunder general permit
Reasonably sized Reasonably sized ““service areaservice area””
For PGP need delegate entity for For PGP need delegate entity for 
programprogram
Staff resources to develop Staff resources to develop 
information needed and general information needed and general 
permit specificspermit specifics


	Permit Options for addressing Avoidance and Minimization using a Landscape Approach
	Goal
	Issues
	Options
	Pros
	Hurdles
	Section 106/Tribal and �ESA Hurdles
	Information needs
	Slide Number 9
	What do we need to complete �RGP or PGP?

