

Decision Memo
Decanting Approval Plan


	[bookmark: Text1]Name of Spill Incident:      
	[bookmark: Text2]Name of Requester:      

	[bookmark: Text3]Federally Defined Response Area:      
	[bookmark: Text4]Product Spilled:      

	[bookmark: Text5]Effective Date(s) of Approval:      
	[bookmark: Text6]Current Storage Capacity on Site:      



The Federal and State OSC’s, under the authority of RCW 90.56.320(l) and WAC 173-201A-110 (in Washington) or ORS 468B.305 (in Oregon), hereby approve the use of decanting as a means of expediting the recovery of oil during the above mentioned spill clean-up operation. The following approval provides authority to conduct decanting of oil so that response operations do not cease or become impaired. FOSC authorization is required in all cases, and SOSC authorization is required for decanting within state waters. The OSC should acknowledge that recovery operations enhanced by decanting will actually reduce the overall quantity of pollutants in a more timely and effective manner to facilitate cleanup operations. 

The following criteria should be followed in order for decanting to proceed in an efficient manner: 
1)	All decanting should be done in a designated “response area” within a collection area, vessel collection well, recovery belt, weir area, or directly in front of a recovery system. 
2)	Vessels employing sweep booms with recovery pumps in the apex of the boom should decant forward of the recovery pump. 
[bookmark: Text9]3)	All vessels, motor vehicles and other equipment not equipped with an oil/water separator would allow retention time for oil held in internal or portable tanks before decanting commences. Retention time Is:       
[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]4)	A containment boom must |_|/need not |_| (check one) be deployed around the collection area to minimize loss of the decanted oil or entrainment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]5)	Visual monitoring of the decanting area shall be maintained so that discharge of oil in the decanted water is detected promptly. 
6)	Tanks used for decanting will be tested prior to use to ensure there are no contaminates from previous activities and that the water is safe to discharge back into the environment. 
[bookmark: Text8]7)	Additional conditions:      


[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Approval: (check one)   Yes  |_|	No  |_| 
Environmental Unit Leader (Planning) ___________________________________ 
FOSC_______________________________________________________ 
SOSC_______________________________________________________ 
[bookmark: Text7]Reason for disapproval:       

