FOSC Dispersant Authorization Checklist


	1.
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Yes
	[bookmark: Check2]|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Dispersability:  Available technical information or experience suggests that the spilled product is dispersible and will still be dispersible in the time frame of anticipated application of dispersants.

	2.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	National Contingency Plan (NCP) Listed Dispersant:  The dispersant to be used is listed on the current NCP Product Schedule and is considered appropriate for the oil type and conditions.

	3.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Environmental Considerations, Inadequacy of other options:  Mechanical response equipment alone is not deemed adequate (due to the magnitude of the spill, availability, or timeliness) to protect potential resources at risk. Environmental trade-offs of dispersant use have been considered.

	4.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Weather Conditions:  Weather and sea conditions are conducive to dispersant application by the chosen system or platform. (Generally, for aerial application: wind ≤25 knots, visibility ≥3 statute miles, and ceiling ≥1000 feet. Generally for boat application, a sea state that will allow the vessel to be used to conduct an effective and safe spray operation.)

	5.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	General Adequacy of Dispersant Spray System and Personnel Competency:  In addition to any other requirements of the Region X RRT and Northwest Area Committee, the general criteria for evaluating the suitability for use of any dispersant system should be the ability of the party or parties requesting approval to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the FOSC, the following:

	5a.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	a)	That the application system has been 
i.	Specifically designed for its intended purpose, or 
ii.	If not specifically designed for dispersant use, has been tested and deemed to be effective and appropriate, or 
iii.	By some other specific means of documentation or experience, reasonably deemed to be effective and appropriate under the circumstances.

	5b.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	b)	That the design and operation of the application system can reasonably be expected to apply the chemical dispersant in a manner consistent with the dispersant manufacturer’s recommendations, especially with regard to dosage rates and concentrations.

	5c.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	c)	That the operation will be supervised or coordinated by personnel who have experience, knowledge, specific training, and/or recognized competence with chemical dispersants and the type of system to be used.

	6.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Aerial Application Operational and Technical Issues:  In the case of Aerial Application of dispersants:

	6a.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	a)	The FOSC must ensure that the Responsible Party’s dispersant operation provides for a dispersant controller over the spray zone able to effectively direct the dispersant aircraft in carrying out the dispersant operation, including avoiding the spraying of birds and marine mammals that may be in the area.

	6b.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	b)	Aircraft spray systems must be capable of producing dispersant droplet sizes that provide for optimal dispersant effectiveness as described in ASTM guidelines or as supported by peer-reviewed research.

	7.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Boat Application Operational Technical Issues:  If the system involves spray arms or booms that extend out over the edge of a boat and have fan type nozzles that spray a fixed pattern of dispersant, the dispersant operator has confirmed that application will comply with the following ASTM standards as appropriate: a) ASTM F 1413-92 Standard Guide for Oil Spill Dispersant Application Equipment: Boom and Nozzle Systems b) ASTM F 1460-93 Standard Practice for Calibrating Oil Spill Dispersant Application Equipment Boom and Nozzle Systems c) ASTM F 1737-96 Standard Guide for Use of Oil Spill Dispersant Application Equipment during Spill Response: Boom and Nozzle Systems.

	8.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Fire Monitor Operational and Technical Issues:  If the system involves the use of a fire monitor and or fire nozzle to apply the dispersants from a boat, the dispersant operator has confirmed that application will comply with ASTM Standard F 2465-05 for fire monitors and has provided the information in paragraph 7 of the Standard titled “Information to be provided by the user” to ensure that the fire monitor meets the standard and is acceptable for use. The specific fire monitor system(s) intended for use must have been specifically designed for dispersant application and/or must have been specifically calibrated via field trial for dispersant use.

	9.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	SMART Deployment:  The FOSC has activated Special Monitoring of Applied Response Technologies (SMART), including a SMART observer, at a minimum, to fly over the response zone to visually assess effectiveness of the dispersant applications (Tier I).  See Section 4612 and 9670.

	10.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Wildlife Observation:  A specialist in aerial surveillance of wildlife or oil, preferably from a Trustee agency, is available to observe wildlife that should be avoided in the potential dispersant application area. If possible, wildlife observations should be conducted immediately prior to dispersant application.

	11.
	|_|  Yes
	|_|  No
	|_|  N/A
	Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Consultations:  
Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation has been initiated in accordance with implementation of the 2001 “Interagency Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Oil Spill Planning and Response Activities under the Federal Water Pollution Control National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan and the Endangered Species Act.”



*If the answer to any item on the checklist is “N,” explanation and justification for authorization of dispersant use must be included in After-Action Report.
