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Gasoline and Other Flammable Liquids 
Spills of gasoline and other flammable liquids, including many crude oils, pose significant response challenges as well as serious health and safety concerns for responders and communities downstream and downwind from the release.  
 
Note that these are only guidelines.  Each release must be evaluated based on its particular circumstances.  Safe work practices and professional judgment should always prevail:  
· Control the source of flammable liquids as quickly as possible, when safe to do so.
· Ensure that proper safety precautions are taken to prevent accidental ignition and risk to responding personnel and the general public.  An evacuation may be warranted under some circumstances. In many cases, the best response option may be to allow the spilled product to spread and evaporate.
· Notify emergency and regulatory response agencies.  Involve local fire jurisdictions immediately.
· Ensure proper site hazard analysis and risk assessment are conducted to determine the scope of the release and initiate the development of a Site Safety Plan. 
· Establish control zones as soon as possible.  Track and predict movements of both liquid and vapors and re-establish control zones as appropriate. 
· Eliminate all potential ignition sources within appropriate control zones. 
· Prevent entry of the spilled product into waterways, sewers, or confined areas.  
· Conduct air monitoring throughout the response.  
· NOTE:  Air monitoring must be conducted with the greatest of care.  Air monitoring both increases the exposure danger to responders and introduces possible accidental ignition sources.  Only direct reading, intrinsically-safe, continuously monitoring instruments should be used.  Lower explosive levels (LEL), oxygen, H2S and benzene levels should all be monitored.  
· Coordinate response efforts with all agencies – work within a Unified Command.
· Identify and prioritize environmental concerns.  Conduct exclusion, deflection, and protective booming downstream or down current as appropriate, outside of hazardous atmospheres and prior to the arrival of the released product. 
· Workers should avoid touching, walking, or boating through the spilled product.
· Avoid prolonged inhalation exposure to fumes.  Consult appropriate reference guides for exposure limits.
· Allow the product to evaporate and dissipate unless there is an imminent threat to public health and safety. 
· When appropriate, use fire monitors/water fog spray to move product out from under docks and other collection areas where the product concentrates. 
· Stage firefighting foam (appropriate to the type of flammable liquid released) and application equipment, if appropriate. 
· All equipment used when handling the product must be grounded.
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