Dalco Passage Spill

U.S. Coast Guard and Washington Department of Ecology Timeline

Note:  This work is based, in part, on staff recollections.  Although efforts were made to ensure accuracy, complete accuracy is not guaranteed. Additional information may be discovered as we continue to investigate the incident.  Additionally, this is not intended to be a comprehensive list inclusive of all conversations and actions taken during the initial hours of the Dalco Spill.  Hundreds of additional supporting actions and notifications occurred during this period.  
Timeline:

13 Oct:

1133 pm: Low low tide at 0.8

14 Oct: 

0121 am: Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) received call from the tug YEOMALT reporting an oil spill; call is transferred to Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Puget Sound (MSO PS) Watch Officer.  Initial information was taken and the call was then transferred to the National Response Center (USCG NRC) for official documentation.
0127:
The USCG NRC takes report number 738305 from the tug operator.  The report describes the incident as an “Unknown Sheen” affecting Commencement Bay.  It lists the time of discovery as 0115 and the position of the incident as 47 degrees, 19’ 7’ north, 122 degrees 27’ 45’ west.  The cause, quantity, and source of the spill are listed as unknown.  The sheen is reported as 1000 feet long and the 200 feet wide.  It also shows notifications made to the Federal Emergency Management Administration, Region 10; the USCG Marine Safety Office for Puget Sound; and the Washington State Emergency Management Division.  

0134:
Internal Coast Guard MSO PS notifications begin.  

0137:
WA State Division of Emergency Management (DEM) receives fax # 738305 from NRC.  Reports a 1000-foot by 200-foot sheen on Puget Sound/Commencement Bay.  DEM log entry shows that Ecology was notified of the situation.  

0140:
MSO MEP duty officer calls reporting source (tug operator).  Learn that tug transiting the area reported recoverable oil approximately 1 acre in size, although can’t be sure of size.  Location was northwest of “TC” buoy.  When tug traveled toward Commencement Bay did not observe oil.  Waters calm, visibility unknown.

0140:
Ecology duty officer paged by DEM.  DEM informs Ecology of NRC report of oil in Commencement Bay received at 0115.  DEM passes on the NRC report as an unknown sheen in Commencement Bay, 1000’ x 200’.  

0143:
Time Approximate.  Ecology contacts reporting source. From notes of Ecology duty officer: “Heavy thick oil spill.  Black oil covering at least an acre.  First encountered at the TC buoy.  Strong odor and was able to see it with the spot light 

47( - 19.717’ N 122( - 27.457’ .  No source (of the spill) info.  He (tug operator) is on the Tug Yeomalt.  Was heading into the Hylebos.”  Ecology also recalled asking if the tug operator could see other vessels, thinking one might be the source of the oil.  The operator replied he could see no other vessels and that his radar was clear.   (ed. Buoy TC is approx. 2 miles north of the mouth of Commencement Bay.)  

0157:
Ecology duty officer confers with MSO MEP duty officer.  This was a general discussion about possible overflights, whose helicopters might be available, who might be launching boats, and possible places to meet.  It was agreed that these actions needed to wait for daylight to be effective or until additional information became available. Agreed to see if any other reports come in.

0200:
Internal Coast Guard MSO notifications and briefings continue.  MSO Requested VTS to relay any further reports of oil and record all vessels that transited the area. Coast Guard requests if any Coast Guard assets are in the vicinity of the report location to verify oil sighting, (none were available).  MEP duty officer and Port Operations duty officer discussed other possible sources to verify oil report: Port of Tacoma container cranes and the potential use of the Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) system. 

0210:
Internal DOE notifications continue. Ecology’s Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) duty officer is contacted.  Agree that Ecology could get helo up in the morning for further assessment. 

0530:
M/V RHODODENDRON leaves on normal operating schedule, transiting every 30 minutes. No reports of pollution from ferry.

0554:
High tide 10.7 feet

0607:
Tacoma Narrows Airport reports visibility of 0.2 miles in fog.

0653:
Tacoma Narrows Airport reports visibility of 0.0 miles in fog.  Zero visibility continues until 0953 when the report is 1.0 mile in mist.

0700:
Coast Guard preparing to send out pollution investigators. Initial action plan is to depart for Point Defiance, confirm presence of oil and assess severity of discharge.  

0714:
Second spill notification received by the Coast Guard.  Tug CATHERINE QUIGG confirmed oil slick in the vicinity of ‘TC’ buoy.   Details of report relayed to Ecology Duty Officer.

0730:
At 0730, a resident on Vashon Island noticed oil but apparently did not report it until early afternoon.  Ecology’s Environmental Reporting and Tracking System took the report at 1302.  It says, “Oil slick there at 7:30.  The tide is out and has left a black residue.  The seagulls have black/dirty butts.  The area smells very bad and of oil.  There was a yacht anchored on beach all night that appeared to have a slick on the water, but the fog prohibited identification.” 

0735:
Coast Guard MSO received third report of oil.  Tug on scene reports oil sighted in vicinity of Tahlequah ferry dock, no estimate of size.   Details of report relayed to Ecology Duty Officer.

0745:
Four Pollution Investigators depart MSO for Point Defiance. 

0745: 
Time approximate.  EMD contacts Ecology to report that the Coast Guard wants to talk on the phone to discuss the reports of last night.  

0755:
Internal Ecology notifications continue.  

0800:
Time approximate.  Tug operator hits redial on his phone and calls Ecology.  Operator reports he is off the ferry dock in the vicinity of Point Defiance.  He is in heavy oil and has been for about one mile.  

0800:
Conference call between MSO and Ecology.  Discussed status of spill reports.  Assessment/response resources are discussed, in addition to Ecology contracting helicopter for over flight.  USCG will mobilize National Response Corporation Environmental Services (NRCES) Tacoma fast response vessel (FRV) to get “experienced” eyes on the water.   Plan to rendezvous at Pt. Defiance.

0800:
A resident of Vashon Island reports to Ecology the sighting of a possible diesel sheen that is “. . . covering Quartermaster harbor” between Vashon Island and Maury Island.  He reports that the material smells very strong.

0800:
King County reports to DEM the discovery of a possible spill of diesel fuel on the beach at Manzanita.  Connected caller to Ecology.

Note:
Ecology received 8 reports of oil from Vashon and Maury island citizens between 0820 and 1210.  Reports continued to come in for the rest of the day and the next.  

0810:
Internal notifications continue.  Ecology conducts conference call between two regional offices to discuss the several reports of “unknown material” in Puget Sound.  Both regional offices will send staff to respond.  

0810:
Coast Guard receives report from a citizen on Vashon Is, near Tahlequah ferry dock.  Silver sheen at shore and film on rocks.  

0815:
Ecology calls Northwest Helicopters to secure helicopter.  Presently unable to fly due to zero visibility.  Agree to try at 1000.

0815:
Coast Guard requests NRCES for on site assessment.

0822:
Ecology contacts Washington Fish and Wildlife.  The use of the agency’s aircraft was considered, weather permitting, for an over-flight.

0828:
WA ST Ferries sends email alert to subscribers: “The MV RHODODENDRON is approximately 20 minutes behind schedule due to heavy fog.”  A second alert was sent at 1339 saying, “The MV RHODODENDRON is back on schedule.”  

0830:
DOE Puget Sound Field Office contacts Washington State Ferry Supervisor and asks if they have any reports of oil in the Vashon Island area. Supervisor reports “no”. DOE supervisor then asks to be called if any oil is sighted. 

0830:
MSO Pollution Investigators arrive at Point Defiance.  Conference call with Ecology.  Call to NRCES, agree to meet at Middle Waterway facility.

0835:
Ecology contacted Tacoma Fire dispatch to discuss the use of the Tacoma fireboat.  

0840:
Ecology contacts Maury Island citizen to get first hand report on oil observation.  

0840:
Ecology notifies King County Division of Emergency Management.

0846:
EMD reported Tacoma Fire Boat will assist in looking for oil. 

0848:
Ecology contacts King County road supervisor regarding report of oil on east side of Maury Island. Report back is that no oil found there.  

0858:
Ecology contacts Pierce County Div. of Emergency Management.

0858:
Tacoma Fire Department called Ecology and reported that the fog on Commence Bay is too thick for safe operations of their boat.  

0900:
Coast Guard Pollution Investigators depart on NRCES FRV.  Two Pollution Investigators return to Pt. Defiance to await rendezvous with Ecology. 

0900:
Ecology contacts Commencement Bay Keeper, and asks for a patrol of all waterways to assess the spill. The group reports that the fog is too thick to patrol by boat.  Assessment is conducted by land instead.  No oil is found.  

0902:
Page sent. Alert and warning center has received several calls reporting the sighting of a possible diesel spill on Puget Sound.  Reporting points include Commencement Bay in Tacoma, Quartermaster Harbor at Vashon Island and the east side of Maury Island.  These three points represent the potential of a large spill.  State departments of Ecology, Fish and Wildlife, the USCG, Tacoma Fire, Pierce County and King Co notified and responding.  Page sent to State EMD, Military Department, King and Pierce County DEMs and Tacoma DEM.

0905:
Ecology calls Tacoma Emergency Management Office. Learns that fireboat turned back due to heavy fog.

0913:
Ecology contacts USCG in the field.  They are at Pt. Defiance and indicate they may take Ferry ride to observe oil. Fog reduces visibility to 100 yards.

0920:
Ecology responder arrives on Vashon Island to assess extent of oiling and assist in directing response. 

0930:
Ecology alerts Clean Sound Cooperative, Inc. of spill and possible need for them to respond.

0937:
Ecology received another USCG NRC fax detailing the sighting of a possible diesel sheen in the water near Maury Island.  

0940:
Ecology mobilizes Clean Sound Cooperative.  Calls out the Incident Management Assist Team and begins to assign Incident Command System positions to coordinate the response with the Coast Guard.  Initially these include State On Scene Coordinator and Environmental Unit Leader.

0940: USCG PIs on NRCES vessel observe recoverable oil.  Samples collected.  Foggy, visibility 50 feet.

0945:
Ecology requests CSCI workboat for visual observation of spill.

0948:
DEM logged entry from King County.  They are evaluating how to respond.  
0950:
Coast Guard Pollution Investigators on water, attempt to verify report.  Report extremely limited visibility.  

1000:
Ecology on scene with NW Helicopters at Olympia airport for over flight, but they still can’t fly. Overflight is rescheduled for 1100.  

1000:
CSCI vessel BRANT dispatched from CSCI Tacoma base to conduct initial site assessment with air monitoring.  Enroute to east side of Maury Island.

1005:
Coast Guard on water verifies significant quantities of recoverable oil.  Report back to MSO Puget Sound. Request to mobilize additional NRCES on-water recovery resources and raise the OSLTF ceiling. Request overflight as soon as visibility allows.

1011:
Ecology learns that the Ferry Rhododendron is on the Pt. Defiance to Tahlequah run, and has not seen any oil.  Ferry is experiencing delays due to the fog.  

1017:
Ecology received additional reports from DEM (NRC #738360 & NRC # 738366) from citizens reporting the unknown oil sheen on Vashon Island.  These reports were originally taken by USCG NRC.  The USCG NRC reports each contain the phrase “The incident was discovered on 14-OCT-04 at 0600 local time.”   

1030:   Two Coast Guard Pollution Investigators depart on ferry en route Vashon Island to assess shoreline impacts.

1030:
Ecology Liaison contacts Puyallup and Muckleshoot tribe.  Email notification is made to the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission.

1030: Trajectory requested from NOAA.

1040:
Ecology departs Olympia with response boat, headed for Pt Defiance marina.  

1040:
CSCI vessel PLOVER underway from Tacoma.

1110:
Global Diving and Salvage called out by MSO PS under BOA.

1115:
Ecology contacts City of Tacoma.  No oil found on shores that were checked by the City.

1119:
Commencement Bay Keeper reports to Ecology that there is thick fog at the south end of Maury Island.

1120:
Ecology arrives at the Pt. Defiance marina with the response boat.

1139:  CSCI activates Basic Ordering Agreement with USCG.

1140:
Low tide – 3.7 feet

1147:  CSCI BRANT encounters first sheen and begins air monitoring.  Safe levels are encountered.  Level D PPE determined appropriate.  Sorbent material deployed.

1150: PST notified to be on standby.

1200   NRCES FRV #9 marks leading edge of oil approximately 1 mile North of Piner Point with orange buoys and notes the lat-long.  Marco Class I skimmer and PacMan vessel launched to commence skimming in Quartermaster Harbor.  
1208:
Ecology and WA Fish & Wildlife depart via NW Helicopters from Olympia Airport.  Still experiencing scattered fog, but lifting enough to proceed toward the spill.  

1208 to 1400: Overflight begins survey at Nisqually Refuge then north along Puget Sound to Tacoma Narrows, where small patches of sheen were detected north of the Tacoma Narrows bridge. The oil was concentrated in Dalco Passage especially at the SE corner of Vashon Island and the west/south and SE corner of Maury Island. A black band of oil could be see on Manzanita beach. Oil was also noted almost to Dockton in Quartermaster Harbor.  

1215:
Additional Ecology staff arrives at Pt Defiance marina.  

1220: 
Sample collected from water by WA F&W and ECY

1226:
CSCI vessel WIDGEON underway.  

1230:
Ecology’s mobile command post arrives at Pt. Defiance. A helicopter landing spot is established.

1245:
Global responders arrive and survey beach near Tahlequah Ferry Terminal.

1245:
Ecology Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment Team initiated.

1307:  USCG PST requested to mobilize.

1337: CSCI begins to contract for helicopter at the request of the Coast Guard  (completed at 1430).

1400: 
Navy skimmers arrive on scene.

1413: 
First CSCI encounter with recoverable oil.

1430:
Ecology staff arrives at south end of Vashon Island.  

1430:
NRCES beach cleaning supervisor takes the helicopter up for an assessment of Vashon and Maury Island for help in cleanup crew and skimmer placement.  

1450:
CSCI WIDGEON encounters recoverable oil at south end of Vashon Island.

1530:
CSCI vessel CORMORANT underway.

1545:
Global arrives at Manzanita Beach with crew and begins beach cleanup.

1630:
CSCI vessel AVOCET underway.

1724:
High tide – 11.4 feet

1749:  All CSCI vessels working in vicinity of entrance to Quartermaster Harbor.

1815:
CSCI vessel CORMORANT encounters recoverable oil at Pt. Richmond in Colvos Passage

1823:
Sunset occurs.

1930-2110:  Field crews suspending on-water activity.  Command post activity continued until 3 a.m. on Day 2.
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