Glossary of Terms Used in This Report
Beach Watchers - Volunteer citizen’s organization

Boom - Rigid or absorbent materials used for the collection, deflection, and containment of spreading oil. 
Division of Emergency Management - A state division of the Military Department
Geographic Response Plan (GRP) - A plan prepared under the auspices of the Northwest Area Committee that identifies and ranks response strategies that best protect important areas (i.e. natural resources, drinking water, supply intakes, marinas, sensitive archeological sites) requiring special protection.
GAO - Government Accounting Office

HAZWOPER - Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response training for emergency responders. 

Incident Command System - A standardized on-scene emergency management system specifically designed to allow its user(s) to adopt an integrated organizational structure appropriate for the complexity and demands of single or multiple incidents, without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries.

Incident Command Post - The location where the primary multi-organizational command functions are executed, which may be co-located with the incident base.

Incident Management Assist Team (IMAT) - An Ecology or Coast Guard team to manage large spill incidents.
Island Oil Spill Association (IOSA) - A volunteer organization operating in the San Juan Islands that is an approved Washington State primary response contractor.
Liaison - A member of the Incident Command System responsible for coordinating with stakeholder groups and representatives from assisting and cooperating agencies.
National Response Center (NRC) - The communications hub of the National Response System responsible for receiving reports of spills (1-800-424-8802).  
Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) Team - Ecology led team comprised of trustee agencies.  The team is responsible for the process of collecting and analyzing information to evaluate the nature and extent of natural resource injuries resulting from an oil spill, and determining the restoration actions needed to bring injured natural resources and services back to the pre-spill condition.
Northwest Area Contingency Plan - The multi-agency plan prepared by the Northwest Area Committee and implemented to address removal of oil and hazardous material releases, and mitigate or prevent substantial threat of discharge.
NGO - Nongovernmental organization 
Primary Response Contractors (PRC) - Oil spill response contractors approved by the Department of Ecology.
Regional Citizens Advisory Council (RCAC) - Citizen involvement mechanisms established under federal law in Alaska’s Prince William Sound and Cook Inlet.
Regional Stakeholder Council (RSC) - Citizen involvement mechanism in Alaska
Regional Response Team (RRT) - The federal response planning organization consisting of representatives from specific federal and state agencies responsible for regional planning and preparedness before an oil spill occurs, and for providing advice to the On-scene Coordinator in the event of a major or substantial spill.

Unified Command - A unified multi-agency team that manages an incident by establishing a common set of incident objectives and strategies.  This is accomplished without loss or abdication of agency or organizational authority, responsibility, or accountability.
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