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Processing Goals 

 
Purpose: 
The advent of commingled recyclables collection has made it much easier for the public to recycle and for 
collectors to pick up recyclables, but at the same time it has lead to much poorer quality of materials being 
marketed to paper mills and other end users.  Contributing factors are the amount of non-program material 
being set out at the curb has increased, and the variety of recyclable materials is greater making 
separation more difficult.  The purpose of these processing goals is to achieve the following while at the 
same time making recycling a sustainable process: 
 
1)  Reduce cross contamination of recyclable materials; 
2)  Increase the quality and quantity of materials recycled; and 
3)  Encourage communication and audits to identify where the problems are. 
  
Applicability: 
These goals apply to the processing of commingled recyclable materials from residential and commercial 
sources, separating those commingled materials into separate commodities for recycling. 
 
Ties to Collection Guidelines: 
Communities that wish to make sure that their commingled recyclable materials are processed by facilities 
that are audited to meet the goals proposed here should first commit to meeting the guidelines for recycling 
collection also being proposed. 
 
Attributes of a good material recovery system: 
 
COMMUNICATION and EVALUATION 
There are several mechanisms for feedback. Some are quantitative, but immediate qualitative information 
is helpful as well. Demonstrates that these activities are in place:  

1. Mill audit with reports to the MRFs 
2. MRF self check 
3. MRF and Mill feedback on problems/issues to the government 
4. Periodic outside evaluation. 

 
Recovery Processing Goals: 
 

Material Near term – end 2008 1 year 
Curbside non-program/ 
not recyclable 

<5 <5 

Paper 98 98 
Chipboard and 
Cardboard 

75 80 

Plastic 75 80 
Metal 70 80 
Glass Measured Measured 
Recyclables in the 
residual 

Measured Measured 

 
Notes:  
1. Glass is non-program in many Oregon communities; therefore it is classified in non-program. 
2. Glass is within the program in some Washington communities, and should have an efficiency goal.  
3. Non-Program material varies by community. 
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These goals are based on macro statistics from the states of Oregon and Washington, audits and mill data 
with review by some people involved in the process – governments, processors, and end users.  See the 
Evaluation Protocol for the actual sampling method for measuring individual recycling facilities. After 
establishing a method, then these values should be compared against the results of that sampling, and 
goals reviewed.  
 
Note:  The information contained in this document represents the discussions that occurred throughout the stakeholder process.  It does not 
necessarily represent the views or policies of any of the individual organizations that participated.  For more information on the stakeholder 
process, please contact Viccy Salazar (206-553-1060, Salazar.Viccy@epa.gov) or Melissa Winters (206-553-5180, 
Winters.Melissa@epa.gov). 
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