WA Commingled Improvements Project:   Northwest Region     

Focus on Local End-markets (OCC), Plastics Processing & Odd Materials
August 15, 2013       10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Seattle, King Street Center, 7th Floor:  Rooms North and South Wind                               
Call-in at 206.263.0300
Directions: http://www.kingcounty.gov/About/locations/KingStreet.aspx
Coffee provided.  
Preparation
1. Please be prepared to provide answers to the questions from your sector (see reverse)

Meeting Objectives  
1. Gather remaining information on processing of plastics
2. Hear about any collection impacts on plastics from NW region due to Operation Green Fence
3. Share information from two sectors of the system – collection and processing– on how odd materials are prepared, collected, and processed from Workgroup members in the Northwest
4. Hear from OCC local end-markets on their perspective

Agenda
10:00 – 10:05	Welcome & Introductions – Shannon McClelland
10:05 – 10:10 	Review of Agenda and Meeting Objectives – Shannon 
10:10 – 10:45	Discuss end-use market’s perspective of OCC – Jan Cleiland, Longview Fiber                                                                                                   							         -- Juli Tuson, Simpson Tacoma Kraft	
10:45 – 11:05    	Discuss plastics from MRF perspective – Remaining MRF (Republic)
11: 05 - 11:30	Discuss any plastics collection impacts in NW Region – All
11: 30 - 11:45	Discuss odd materials from the MRF perspective – MRFs
 11:45 – 11:55    View Workplan and Discuss – Shannon	
11:55 – 12:00 	Next Steps and Adjourn – Shannon 



Commodity Questions – OCC and ONP
For Manufacturers
 
         Prohibitives?  Methods to track?
        Outhrows?  Methods to track?
        Yield loss?
        Problems with your equipment?
        Value (environmental and economic) in using vs. other virgin feedstock?
        Final product?

Commodity Questions – Plastics & Odd Materials  
For Governments and Collectors – Odd Materials
(Note: Questions that pertain to outreach specifics will get addressed in the next project objective)
· What specific materials are included? PVC up to 2 ft, Styrofoam, small appliances, small electronics (call in for Republic); Container Delivery truck will pick up extra stuff in main truck has no more capacity for odd materials, but main  loader is not at capacity; next to cart cooking/motor oil, small app in cart – call ahead for bulbs and electronic waste (WM); electronic waste picked up by a special delivery truck, CFLS are on truck,
· Collected the same as other materials? PVC and plastics in cart – everything else next to it; on call for Multifam and commercial; PVC Tubes on side of truck to collect merc tubes
· Problems in collection? MF issue with residents calling in; Have separated boxes on side of collection truck; CFLs and tubes must be wrapped in news – goes to Total Reclaim. Republic has never reached capacity during route – program is not being utilized
· Have you measured the percent, by weight, of the material in the cart?  No
· What methods have you used to track contamination of this material, or by this material? How often?  None
· Oops tag if merc tube is in garbage – sticking out (Republic and WM)
· Holiday trees separte

For Processors – Republic on Plastic
· Percent of total incoming? 
· Quality of incoming?  Good, mixed rigids can be questionable, 
· How do you process? Manual pull of large mixed rigids, film early and often manual, optical for HDPE, hand pull natural, PET optical for all containers, QC person separately trays from bottles/PET
· Problems in processing? Seem to be more trays to pull from bottles after optical sort – can’t get them all; film requires lots of effort to pull/QG but a lot still gets thru to disc screens; grab bag n bags but don’t see many in that form; Lids should be left on containers – probability is greater that it will get recovered; small loose lids (less than 3”) go into residual; large lids that get baled will be captured at plastic market – go into mixed plastics
·  Impact of processing efficiency? Film cut off screens, hand pull plastic from fiber lines, hand pull trays (also from pET line), adding QC stations
· Areas that could be improved from MRF perspective? More optical sorters to grab HDPE colored to sort from mixed, and PP, sort more plastics, rather than mixed – need space and $
· Percent of residual? By weight its minimal, chopped up film gets sucked up into vaccuum
· Does it cross contaminate other materials? Tray issue into fiber and into PET bottle, 1.5% is allowed (green fence)
· Where are the markets? Domestic for PP, PET and export, dom for HDPE (both), mixed is export typically (China is not taking it but other countries are trying it. Other markets opening up, even domestically)
· Rate the markets:  Strong, medium or weak for local and export. PET and HDPE can shift between dom and export; PET is down a bit, PET is steady; film and mixed weak.
· Value of commodity – low, medium or high? Medium to high separated materials (PET HDPE); low on mixed and film; MRP is medium;
· Mixed plastics – 3-7 (not large rigids) – PP can be as high as 80%
·  % of Revenue? 
· What methods have you used to track contamination of this material, or by this material? How often?  












For Processors – Odd Materials
· Percent of total incoming? 
· Quality of incoming?  
· How do you process? 
· Problems in processing?
·  Impact of processing efficiency?
· Areas that could be improved from MRF perspective? Percent of residual? 
· Does it cross contaminate other materials? 
· Where are the markets? 
· Rate the markets:  Strong, medium or weak for local and export. 
· Value of commodity – low, medium or high? 
·  % of Revenue? 
· What methods have you used to track contamination of this material, or by this material? How often?  

