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	Meeting Notes
Northwest Commingled Workgroup
March 4, 2015

	Please send corrections, edits, or additions to Sheila.Hosner@ecy.wa.gov by March 31, 2015



Meeting Objectives
	· Metals Chapter
	· 


Action Items
	WHO
	WHAT
	WHEN

	Sheila
	· Send final metals chapter to the group
	March 25, 2015

	Sheila
	· Editing teams should send all paper chapters to Sheila and she will send to the group 2-3 days before the next meeting.
	April 3, 2015

	All
	· Be prepared to finalize all of the paper chapters during the next meeting
	April 8, 2015

	?
	· EPA Warm model data in the Metals Chapter–it’s empirical data, so probably ok. But, it was suggested to check with Domenic from EPA if there is something more recent. 
	?



Decisions Made
· Sit on the data question list that Taisa and Sheila completed for now. Review all the chapters first and then determine what data needs are. 
· The group agreed to incorporate Gene’s edits on the Metals Chapter during the meeting. Sheila will accept changes and send the final chapter to the group.
· Send draft chapters to the group 2-3 days before the meeting.
· Next meeting we will try to cover all of the paper chapters. 
· Reference the proprietary survey of MRFs in this region with the date under each chart in the report.

General Discussion:
The group discussed the data needs/questions list. The group liked Lisa’s reorganization and also wanted it categorized in answers needed for the report vs. for future work. Lisa mentioned that in her list the future work questions are at the bottom of her list. Feedback from Matt from WM was that the questions must be specific to the commodity. Frame the questions to support the mission of the report. The group agreed to wait on sending the list out to the whole group because now it is somewhat out of context. The questions would need to be tailored/reframed. Matt mentioned that he would be willing to go over chapters for fact checking.

The MRF representatives in the room said that they could most likely provide a list of potential buyers in the region but not price or percentages. The group would like that information. Matt mentioned that aluminum is going to China or out of region. Tin stays regional. Some cardboard stays regional. Some plastics go to Vancouver so could be regional. Non-mixed paper stays regional. The group recognized that they won’t be static answers, but that can be explained in the report itself. We want to know generally what things look like in the NW region. Should we try to clean things up for domestic market – maybe that still wouldn’t matter? How much is oversees? How much is here? What are the drivers? Recognizing that this is a point in time.  What can we do given the snapshot. How to we adapt to the changes facing us and how do we learn from past and current situation. 

The group touched base about “real time” data gathering/interviewing (about commodity volumes, quality, market, outhrows, yields, revenue) that Shannon led during commingled meetings with MRFs and processors. Notes from those meetings are on the Commingled website under the section titled “Commodity Presentations & Notes”. Statements are not referenced as much as the group thought. Sheila incorporated much of those notes in the yellow highlighted sections of the NW draft report chapters. The one commodity that might need to be changed is glass because of the Strategic Materials (SM) changeover, although Sheila incorporated her conversations with SM in the draft glass chapter. An idea about referencing was to mention the meeting date or date of interview. 

Sheila announced that she is retiring in April. The next meeting will be her last meeting. Ecology will provide a new facilitator for the group.

Metals Chapter:

Gene checked the data against Nucor presentation, one other report and the commodity notes from the Commingled website. There were still a few instances that need to be fact checked and Gene noted them on the document that he was editing at the meeting. Gene checked the bale specs – in the SWANA book (ISRI – specs), this reference should be added. Gene noted that on the document. 

Data need: Verify how much curbside is going to Nucor? Confirm where the curbside goes – in nw region steel cans potentially go to Nucor and Shnitzer. Any others? Ask steel processors – are curbside materials causing equipment issues?

Data fact check: The “95% less energy ….paragraph (taken from SW) double check. Is this still true? (8-10 more expensive?)

EPA Warm model data in the Metals Chapter–it’s empirical data, so probably ok. But, it was suggested to check with Domenic from EPA if there is something more recent. 

Some questions still need to be answered about lids, both metal and plastic. Other types of loose metal lids should be addressed parking lot at bottom of commodity chapters (like in plastic chapter). 

Education Bike Rack:
· Rinse can and fold in the lid. Tin can lid highly recyclable should travel, but this is different and then metal lids on glass.
· For small electronics, consider cutting cord off and put in garbage. Not a high priority message. The volume of small appliances coming into MRF is low. It gets picked off the line too.  Look at messaging under the “areas that could be improved from MRF perspective. 
· Messages should be consistent about labels. Remove labels from pet food if possible?
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