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The E-Cycle Washington program completed its sixth year of operations in 2014. 
Focused on collecting unwanted electronics for recycling, the program’s sixth year 
showed a slight decrease in collection numbers.  Over 44 million pounds (22,000 
tons) were recycled in 2014 compared to over 45 million pounds (25,500 tons) in 
2013. 

 
 
Funded by the manufacturers of TVs, computers and monitors, E-Cycle Washington’s 
345 collection sites provide a statewide network of no-charge drop-off sites where 
Washington residents can recycle these electronic devices. 

 
 
The Department of Ecology (Ecology) asked local governments to fill out a survey to 
help Ecology determine the effectiveness of the program in 2014 and identify potential 
areas for improvement.  Twenty three survey responses were received out of the over 
100 local governments contacted.  The following local governments (and one collector) 
submitted survey responses: 

  
 
Counties Cities Collectors  
Asotin Federal Way Pend Oreille  
Benton Kirkland 

 Chelan Maple Valley 
 Douglas Port Angeles 
 Grant Richland 
 Island Sedro Woolley 
 King Shoreline 
 Kitsap Spokane 
 Kittitas 

  Klickitat 
  Lewis 
  Mason 
  Snohomish (two local governments) 

 
  

 



 

Below is a summary of the survey responses. 
 
 
 

1.  Were the collection services provided by the WMMFA (manufacturer’s 
organization) in your community accessible and convenient to the 
public? 

 

 
Twenty of the twenty three responses (87%) indicated the collection services 
were convenient for their community.  

 
 

2.  Do you have any suggestions for improving the services in your 
community? Please be specific if you are recommending 
additional collection locations/services. 

 

 
The following suggestions for improvements were submitted: 

 
• More outreach/education. 
• More collection in rural areas.  Forks, Wenatchee, Douglas Co, 

Grant Co, Klickitat, Lewis Co need more collection sites. 
• Expand the program to include peripherals and other 

electronics, such as, fax/scanner/copier machines, keyboards, 
mice, Game Boys, X-Boxes, radios/stereos, VCR/DVD players, 
etc. 

 
 
 

4.  Briefly describe the E-Cycle Washington program public outreach 
and education conducted by your agency/organization in 2014. 

 
 

Many local governments used their website, local media, newsletters, 
events and brochures to educate the public about E-Cycle 
Washington. 
 
Other activities included sending information out with utility bills, posting 
information at transfer stations, through WSU Extension volunteers, and 
working with Republic Services and Waste Management to include info in 
curbside mailers.  
 

 
5.  Other comments about the E-Cycle Washington program. 

 
 

Responses indicate the program is successful and the public is very happy about 
E-Cycle WA.  Comments included: 
 
 



 

• Save counties money.  In first 6 months, total value for Snohomish 
Solid Waste was $506,000.  The creation of E-Cycle has allowed the 
public sector to stop collection service and focus on other waste 
streams. 

• Very few electronics found illegally dumped since E-Cycle WA 
started. 

• If it weren’t for the E-Cycle program, most CEPs would end up in the 
landfill. 

 

 
 
Ecology continues to work with the Washington Materials Management & Financing 
Authority (WMMFA) to make improvements to the E-Cycle Washington program. 
Suggestions for improvements provided by local governments are a key part of that 
process and greatly appreciated by Ecology. 

 

 
Public outreach and education about the availability and benefits of the program is a 
priority for Ecology and the WMMFA.  Billboards advertising E-Cycle Washington 
were rented in Tacoma and use of a backlit sign continued at the Yakima SunDome 
in 2014.  Advertising over the radio, participation in public fairs and other public 
outreach efforts are planned throughout the year. 
 
By far the most common suggestion from local governments and others for 
improving the program is to expand the scope of electronic products accepted for 
free recycling. Computer peripherals such as printers, keyboards, mice, speakers, 
external hard drives, etc., in addition to VCRs, DVD players, gaming consoles and 
other video peripherals are all repeatedly suggested as good candidates to add to 
the E-Cycle Washington Program list of accepted products. 
 
Ecology supports adding more products to the program’s scope of eligible 
electronics. Ecology will work with the Legislature and interested parties to 
accomplish this by looking for legislative opportunities to expand the scope of 
products covered by the E-Cycle law. 

 
This report will remain in “Draft” form to accommodate any additional 
comments/suggestions that may be received from local governments in the coming 
months.
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