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State Parks Stewardship - Sustainability Programs 

Biennium Highlights 

o Created partnership with Stewardship & Law Enforcement to fight illegal dumping

o Enhanced support to four annual Beach Clean-up events

o Expanded agency's recycling program with sustainable waste management practices 

o State Parks Commission passed a Sustainability Policy in 2008

o Commission approved Sustainability Plan in 2009 with 13 goals projected for 2020

o Sustainability Plan goals address issues that  link to litter and recycling 

V Part  one of this report  reviews the five goals that address the work Ecology helps funds

V Part  two provides data collected  in 07-09 and success stories in pictures        



Part one 



Commission Sustainability Plan 5th goal:
Waste Management: divert 80% of current waste from landfills by achieving 

100% recycling of metals, plastics, paper products, and glass and by 

composting at least 50% of organic wastes.

Part one 



Commission Sustainability Plan 7th goal:
Measuring and Monitoring: consistently track recycling; waste disposal, and 

consumption of electricity, water, and vehicle fuel in all parks and administrative 

facilities; create incentivize and recognize sustainability-related performance of 

parks and staff through a ñgreen parksò accreditation program and a ñgreen staffò 

certification program.

Waste Sample:
from Resource 

Usage  Tracking

Forms

Waste Materials Jan Feb March April

Garbage/Solid Waste 

(cubic yds) 332 305 376 886

Recycled Materials 

(cubic yds) 29 55 33 41

Organics Composted 

(cubic yds) 20 14 377 208

Hazardous Waste 

Disposed (gals.) 0 0 0 11

Septic / Vault 

Pumping (gallons) 1,000 0 4,900 18,780

Sewage Utility 

(gallons) 558,647 508,455 652,526 426,712
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Commission Sustainability Plan 8th goal:

Communication, Education, Interpretation: provide 

sustainability-related interpretation to the public at all staffed 

parks; provide the public current sustainability information on the 

agencyôs website and through other public information 

campaigns; and include sustainability training at ranger in-

service trainings and the Stewardship Certification Program. 
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Commission Sustainability Plan 12th goal:
Reducing Our Carbon Footprint: reduce its carbon foot print 15% from a 2005 

baseline; work with agencyôs partner organizations to provide a mechanism for 

visitors to off-set the carbon footprint of their visit; and explore and if feasible, 

participate in carbon credit programs and third party forest practices certification 

efforts such as the Forest Stewardship Council standards.
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Commission Sustainability Plan 13th goal:

Partnerships: attain a leadership role on the Governorôs Statewide Interagency 

Sustainability Committee; demonstrate a leadership role in conserving and 

protecting the natural and cultural heritage of Washington State; and expand and 

formalize partnerships with public institutions, conservation-oriented non-profit 

organizations, and the private sector to advance the agencyôs sustainability goals.
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28,060

48,725

Illegal Dumps and Litter $28,060 - 37%

Recycling $48,725 - 63%

$2,400

$10,200
$10,700

$2,560
$2,200

45 Litter and It Will 
Hurt Signs 

10 Surveillance 
Cameras 

Grabbers and Bags 
Litter Events Over 20 

Parks 

Fees for 10 Dump 
Site Cleanups

Dog Waste 
containers and Bags 

4 Parks 

$48,725 = 50 
Recycling 
containers

Helping 

40 parks 

Part  two  - Funds spent  - $45,000 Ecology Grant  and $3,725 Parks Stewardship funds 



Solid Waste Data Collected by 41% of Parks 
FY 2009 Using  

Resource Usage Tracking Forms  

Garbage/Solid Waste 
(cubic yds) 19,956

Recycled Materials (cubic 
yds) 5,640

Organics Composted 
(cubic yds) 2,123

Hazardous Waste 
Disposed (gals.) 128

0 2,000,000 4,000,000 6,000,000 8,000,000 10,000,000 12,000,000

Septic / Vault Pumping (gallons) 67,257

Sewage Utility (gallons) 10,640,176

Part  two �±data collected on new tracking forms    


