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Solid Waste Facilities 

Reporting

ÅRecycling & Diversion: recycling 

processors, material recovery facilities 

(MRFs), compost, and recycling surveys.

ÅDisposal:  landfills, incinerators.

ïOther solid waste handling facilities - data is not used in this 

report:  piles, transfer stations, drop boxes, land application, waste 

tire storage.



Solid Waste Generation
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MSW Recycling Rate

Percentage of municipal solid waste 
(MSW) recycled.

ü45% in 2008 (43% in 2007)

ÅHousehold and commercial wastes only.  

Does not include diverted materials, such as 

C&D materials, other reused materials or 

materials burned for energy or disposed 

wastes other than MSW, such as C&D, inert, 

industrial, or cleanup wastes.



MSW Recycling Rate 1986-2008
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MSW Recycled & Disposed 1986-2008
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Individual MSW Disposed, 

Recycled & Generated 
(lbs per person per day)

MSW 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Disposed 3.92 4.24 3.90 4.21 4.29 4.23 4.27 4.32 4.37 4.43 4.52 4.48 4.14

Recycled 2.42 2.08 2.06 2.04 2.29 2.48 2.28 2.69 3.14 3.43 3.46 3.38 3.38

Generated 6.35 6.32 5.96 6.25 6.58 6.71 6.55 7.01 7.51 7.86 7.97 7.86 7.52

Per capita disposal, recycling 

and waste generation all 

peaked in 2006.
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Diversion Rate = Overall Recovery 

(more than just MSW)

Percentage of material diverted from 
disposal for recycling, reuse or energy 
recovery.

ü47% in 2008 (same as 2007)

Å Includes other waste types not included in the 
MSW recycling rate, such as inert, demolition 
and wood.  Excludes industrial and other 
cleanup-type wastes, such as contaminated 
soils.



Diversion Rate 1999-2008
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Waste Generation and 

Population
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Waste Generation and 

Population
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Overall Individual Disposed, 

Recycled & Generated
(lbs per person per day)

Overall Solid 

Waste 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Disposed 6.51 6.63 6.83 6.74 6.71 8.07 9.14 8.12 8.36 7.64

Recycled & 

Diverted 2.24 3.61 3.91 4.46 4.70 5.54 6.18 6.60 6.16 5.65

Waste 

Generated 8.75 10.24 10.75 11.19 11.41 13.61 15.32 14.72 14.51 13.29

2005 per capita disposal 

and generation were the 

highest ever.



Paper Recycling
(OCC, ONP, Mixed and High Grade)
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Plastics Recycling
(PET, HDPE, LDPE & other)
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Glass Recycling
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Aluminum Cans Recycling
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Ferrous Metal Recycling
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Organics Recycling
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Electronics Recycling
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Asphalt & Concrete
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Recycling & Diversion Benefits 

(GHGs)

üWashingtonôs measured diversion efforts 

for 2008 reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions by about 2.8 million tons 

(MTCE) or 860 pounds per person.  

This is similar to removing 1.9 

million passenger cars from the 

roadway each year - almost half of 

the passenger cars in Washington.



üThe 6.8 million tons of material diverted 

from disposal in Washington in 2008 

saved over 127 trillion BTUs of energy.

Recycling & Diversion Benefits 

(Energy)

This is roughly equivalent to the 

amount of electricity used in all 

homes in the state annually or 

one billion gallons of gasoline.


