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Since 1971, Washington’s 
statewide litter collection, waste 
reduction and recycling 
programs have been funded by a 
tax on wrappers, bottles and 
other items typically found in 
roadside litter.  
 

The 0.015 percent tax on retail 
sales of these items generates 
about $9 million a year for the 
Waste Reduction Recycling and 
Litter Control Account.  
 

Contact 
Laurie Davies, Program Manager 

Waste 2 Resources 

laurie.davies@ecy.wa.gov 

360-407-6103 

 

THE LITTER TAX Keeping Washington beautiful, preventing waste 

For the 2013-2015 biennium, Ecology's $9.7 million Waste Reduction 

Recycling and Litter Control Account (WRRLCA) budget is split three 

ways: 50 percent, or about $5 million, goes toward litter pick up  and  waste 

prevention through the Ecology Youth Corps and other state agency 

programs. Thirty percent of the account, or $3 million, is spent on waste 

reduction and recycling efforts, and 20 percent, or $2 million,  goes 

to local governments under the Community Litter Cleanup 

WASTE REDUCTION, RECYCLING 

 AND LITTER CONTROL 
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RESTORING RESOURCES  
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