





December 15, 1996





The Honorable Karen Fraser

Chair, Ecology and Parks Committee

Washington State Senate

217 John A. Cherburg Building

Olympia, WA  98501�The Honorable Gary Chandler

Chair, Agriculture and Ecology Committee

House of Representatives

249 John L. O’Brien Building

Olympia, WA  98501��

Mary Riveland, Director

Washington Department of Ecology

300 Desmond Drive

Olympia, WA  98504



Dear Senator Fraser, Representative Chandler, and Director Riveland:



On behalf of the Model Toxics Control Act Policy Advisory Committee (MTCA PAC) and in accordance with section 2(3) of Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1810, I submit our final report. I urge you to carefully consider our recommendations, which reflect a year and a half of concerted effort to make the Model Toxics Control Act more effective. The report reflects the work of 22 committee members representing a broad range of interests and substantial input from a consistently large and diverse group of non-members.



The Department of Ecology has faithfully fulfilled its legislatively directed role as a resource and administrative aid to the committee. While Ecology maintained a seat on the committee, this was truly an independent effort and not an Ecology advisory committee following an Ecology agenda. The committee set the agenda with  its December 15, 1995 report to the Legislature.



It has been my pleasure to work with members and interested parties who struggled in a very technical scientific arena. Strong feelings permeate hazardous waste site cleanups and tough policy questions arise with the simplest of perceived issues. A deep undercurrent of public service, voluntarism, and desire to do the right thing drove our work. Of course, individual interests had specific agendas and goals for the process. We had to remind ourselves of our consensus mandate and yet not let that requirement weaken our resulting recommendations.  The level of effort by committee members and others was extraordinary and consistently constructive.  We have met the stringent legislative deadlines at great individual sacrifice by many members and  interested parties.



I believe a better Model Toxics Control Act can be achieved from these recommendations. The right people were at the table. We had the benefit of much more extensive study and analysis than the typical legislative session permits. We also had the freedom to take initiatives with this legislation and its rules which Ecology frequently cannot take from its executive branch position.



The committee thanks you for your support and the opportunity to engage in this important endeavor. We urge you to respect these efforts and implement our recommendations.  We fully understand your independent roles and respect your need to exercise independent judgment.  We remain available for questions, help with implementation, or whatever role you deem appropriate to ensure these fruitful efforts are most effective.



Sincerely, 







J. Daniel Ballbach

Presiding Officer
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-- NOTE --



This report contains the recommendations of the Model Toxics Control Act Policy Advisory Committee based upon its deliberations over the period mid-1995 thru 1996.















Legislative Recommendations
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Ecology Regulatory Recommendations

Section    5.0  
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The balance of the report is submitted with the consent of the committee, but only the recommendations reflect our legislative mandate for consensus or broad-support recommendations.



Note:  The final report of the Model Toxics Control Act Policy Advisory Committee represents areas of general consensus.  Many other issues were discussed, but did not receive the required general consensus agreement of the members of the Policy Advisory Committee.  My signature represents approval of the process.  While I agree that this report, on balance, presents a number of needed changes in the Model Toxics Control Act, I cannot foreclose the possibility that I will support additional changes or amendments proposed by others.  In addition, I am unable to bind any other legislators or stakeholders.



Representative Gary Chandler




